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This 16 in reference to hi-i445, & bill wihiich
changes the vouaty govewmuent of Bachery vounty,
subnitted to the Atteraey Ceneial pursuint te
+ection 3 ot the votin: Rights a -t of 1905, Your
subnlysion ves veceived o ouly 22, 197G, in
ageordsnee with your rcequecst, @spedited coasideraticn
hag been gilvea tou thiu sulnuisvicn pursuwimt to the
nrezedursl puldeslines {or the aLNLdLnC»8C£OW of
Sectiua 5 (4 C.F.R. SL.Z8).

We have considered the submitted plon sloag
with .emsue yuresu duts end infomaticvn and comamants
{rom interested putrticas., te note thit the subhsuitted
pisan provides for sn at-larpge voting system used 1o
Conjunctica with staggered ters and residancy roquirements,

kecent court derisicvns suggest chat the recucticon

_pi the field of candidrtes vwhich resuivs frow the -
‘utilication of rvesideacy reguivepeats nné mewbers being

' elected oo 4 stigygered bivls in the context of at-large

| elections uacer clrcuwsben ¢f 36 they exist in dsmberg

Couaty would ecpar:ste to minlnize or diiuce the voting

- gtreapgth of vuoial minorvitles and, thus, hwve an

Ciavidious discriminatory cffect. 2o White v. Regevter,

Lél’ V.S, 735 (L973); Whiccomb v. Chivis, 405 U.5, 124

(L9713 Zisoer v, Vchaith‘n, 435 ¥.i0 L. 97 (Sth tir. 1575)
Beer v. United St-tes, . iv. do. 1695-73 (D, D.C., Maveh L&,
 L974) .,
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Ia view of these gourt eeoisicas sna ¢n the

basle of s1i the avallabic facty ane clrounmabl a.ow,

the Attorney Geaeral is uasblce to countude, 8s hLic

pust uador thie veting Richite 5 2u, that Se.ticn 4 of
R~1445 w1l not have g discricinitor ra.isl effect

on voting right.. Therefore, vn behalf ol the Attoracy
Genersi, ! must interpese =n ebjectioa Lo tie

fmplexant tica of the change insofar as it reaquires
wesldency requirei.cais and staggered itoyvae 1a conjuacidlon
with the election of cendidaics at-larsc.

UL course, Scction 5 permits you Lu seek a
decloratory judgwent fran the vaited Statec Distri.t
court for tac Distrizt of voluwbis that this plon ucltlor
hus the purpuse acr will hove the efiect of ceaying s
Jbridging the vight to vote on acceual of ri.¢ or wiuve,
ilvever, watid such 8 judgment iv vendered by th:t  wuwt,
the legerl eifect of the objectioa by the aAttormey Ueneral
ls to reuwder uwicnicvreesbic the staggered terms, reslcoury
vecuivement, sad the at-larye voting to the exntent
neaticnes: abuve,

~iacevely,
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