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Mr. John W, P r e w i t t  
Attorney, W m a n  County 

Ecrard of Supervtsorrs 
2rewitt & Braddock 
Corncr Adnmri and Grove Street 
Vicksburg, Pti.seLssigg9 39180 

T h i s  i 5  in  reference to the supplemental &ta 
which -E*P received on December 15, 1972, regarding
tha redistr ict ing plan for Warren County, MiasLssippi,
which bod been' previouely subm2tted under Soction 
.5 o f  tho Voting afghta Act of 1965, 

As you know, on Apri l  4, 1971, aa objectfoa was 
interposed on behalf" of the A t t o m y  General to the 
iraplemcntetian o f  the redistricting plan basad crn ocr 
conclusion that no d3tenminatioa could be a d s  from 
the evaflable data a6 to the &er and location of black 
and ;Jhite county residents. On June 24, 1971, uo 
received a rocompilation of the population data, and 
on August 23, 1971, we declinad to w i t h d r a w  our 
objection based on our conclusion that the type o f  
i n f ~ r d t i c sfn the population data which we f o w d  to  
exist in tb init ial  subcdssioa had wt berco succassC4ly 
avoided in thc recozqiXatiorr. In ow: latter to you
oZ June $6, 1972, we LncIicated that we w u l d  coaaider 
any data which accurately reflects the populatione 
rarulting f r o m  your xedfatrtcting plan, Based upon 
our examination o f  tho data coatained in your most reccat 
comnunication we have datcxrrrined that thc informatLon\ 



i$ eufficient for purposes o f  conducttng o w  
evaluation o f  the ~edis~rfetingplan under 
Section 5. 

Accordinsty, we have giver2 careful cowideratioa 
to the subdt ted  changes and s u p p r t i x  infomution 
a6 #ell as a.a3ccta we have rcccived f r o m  interestad 
parties, O n  ths bas i s  or' t h i s  fnfo~rastionope are 
urteblc to  c o n c l u d ~ ,  as wn must  under Section 3, tbat 
the cknges subnitted w i l l  not have a p r ~ h i b i t e d  
racial dfect  &nWarren County. 

We 5ulXy understid that tho cEEicLals of 
Warren bur\qdid not participate in the f o d a t i o n  
o f  tha redistrSctf i~plan and that the propoe.inr was 
drawn withut knstruction from the county concerning
shqa  arrd Zocatipns af the aew d i ~ r i c t s .  Qmr 
svaluation oE che redfotrictiq plan nwertheleas 
toveols that the effect of the proposed distxict 
boundary llhos is to Zragmnt arcas of black 
populat5on concentrations, thateby PrSnWdng the 
total nurabow of black pareons roaLdLng in each o f  the 
di6tticts m d  diluting black vot- strength in 
Warran Cowsty. 

%reover, it dosa aot appear that the d i s t r i c t  
linen me &am a8 they are because o f  any alll lag 
governut~talw a d  and they do not re f lec t  population
concentrations Ln the county or coneiderations of 
Jietrict compactness or regularity of  ahape. Under 
thoso circtrmstancos, we find no basis for wlthdraw2ng 
tho objeation to the t a p l ~ t a t i o aof this redistricttry3 
plan lntcrposcd by our letter of April 4, 1971. 

We W e  reached this couclusioa reluctantly 
because we fully undcrstraad the county' a poeitbn 
witb regard to the orilgia o f  the redistricting plan 
and the coarplexitiee facing tho c o u ~ t yin dosfgdag 



nnd fmplaenting a new rodtstrict iq plan to a n t i s f y  
t h c  nccds of the county and its citizens and, 6imuttancously, 
to comply w i t h  tlre m;ndntes o f  the federal Cowfitutioa 
and Ims. Wo uro persuaded, ho~ever,that the V o t i q  
Rights Act conpels thZs result. 

Of course, Section 5 permits you t o  eeek a 
declaratory judgment from the District Corrrt for 
the Eistrict of Caluillbin that t h i s  p l a  naithar has 
thc puqosc m r  w i l l .  have t h ~~ C f c c tcf dooyi~gor 
a b r i d ~ i n g=he right to vote on account o f  race. 
UnciX such a 3u3E;ccnt is rendered by that Couxt, 
however, as wa hnvcl stated on nwcrow occasion$ 
Involving th i s  rediserictlag plan, the contirmLng 
l sgal  effact o f  the abjection of tho Atturney 
Ganoral i s  to  randct the redirrtrfc t f x  plea uncnforccizble, 

3. STIUR,EY J?mmazR 
Asaietant Attorney Genera 

Ctvf l  Ri&hts Diuioioaa 


