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FEB 131978

Mr, John W, Prewitt
Attorney, Warren Couaty

Board of Supervisors
2rewitt & Braddock
Corner Adams and Grove Straet
Viclsburg, Misefssippi 35180

Dear Mr, Prewitt:

This 15 in refercence to the supplemental datas
which »o received on December 15, 1972, regarding :
the redistricting plan for Warren County, Mississippi,
which had been previously submitted under Section
5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

As you know, on April 4, 1971, an objection was
interposed on behalf of the Attorney General to the
implementation of the redistricting plan based on our
conclusion that no datermination could be made from
the available data as to the number and location of black
and white county resideats. Oan June 24, 1971, we
received a recompilation of the population dats, and
an August 23, 1971, we declined to withdraw our
objection based on our conclusion that the type of
informities in the population data which we found to
exist in the initiel submissicn had not becn successfully
avoided in the recompilation. In cur letter to you
of June 16, 1972, we indicated that we would consider
any data which accurately reflects the populations
resulting from your redistrictiang plan. Based upon
our examination of the data coutained in your most receat

\\\:?mmunication we have determined that the information

{
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is sufficient for purposes of conducting our
evaluation of the redistricting plan under
Section 5.

Accordingly, we have given careful comsideratioca
to the submitted changes and supporting information
25 well as comments we have received from interestad
parties, On the basis of this information we are
unable to conclude, as we must under Section 5, that
the changes submitted will not have a prshibited
racial effect in Warren County.

We fully understand that the officlals of
Warren County <¢id not participate in the formulation
of the redistrieting plan and that the proposal was
drawn without instruction from the county concerning
shape and locatiovns of the aew districts, Qo
avaluation of the redistricting plen nevertheless
reveals that the effect of the proposed district
boundary lines is to fragment areas of black
population concentrations, thereby minimizing the
total number of black persons rosiding in each of the
districts and diluting black voting strength in
Warren County,

Moreover, it does not eppear that the district
lines are drswn as they are becsuse of any compelling
governmental need and they do not reflect population
conceutrations in the county or counsiderstions of
district compactness or regularity of shape. Under
these clrcumstances, we find no basis for withdrawing
the objection to the implementation of this redistricting
plan interposed by our letter of April 4, 1971,

We have reached this coaclusion reluctantly
because we fully understand the county's position
with regard to the crigin of the redistricting plan
and the complexities faclng the county in designing
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and implementing a new redistricting plam to satisfy

-the needs of the county and its citizens and, simultancously,

to comply with the mandates of the federal Comstitution
and laws, We are persuaded, however, that thes Voting
Rights Act compels this result.

Of course, Section 5 permits you to seek a
declaratory judgment from the Distrlct Court for
the District of Columbia that this plan neither has
the purpose nor will have the effect of denying or
abridging the right to vote on account of race,
Uatil such a judgment is rendered by that Court,
however, as we have stated on numercus occasions
involving this rediscricting plan, the continuing
logal esffect of the objection of the Attorney

General is to render the redistricting plea unenforceable,

Sincerely,

J. STANLEY POTTINGER
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division




