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YhLs i s  in roferonca to the oanctmantr6 ame.irJ.iw 
Sccrtt~ns47-101 and 47-102 of t l ~Georgia Code ~capposction-
p~ 5 %  di.scriccs for tho Geoqj$s liause m d  Senctta. T ic t ss  
rony,purtionmcnt ~nactmcncs,wtrich ware s u h i t t ~ dpursuant 
Lo S e ~ t i o i i5 of t;hc Votfag Rigkts ACE OP 1965, 42 U.S.C. 
1973c, L-P~? fnitialPp reccivad by cbe D e p m a t  of 
Jua ticla on ~;Icnrc!fiiber5, ' 1971, .Wditf onal rocps tod  
u ~ L a i 5 z t lilccccanry t o  c o q l o r ~tho su'hicjeicaa was receivud 
by !AILS Dcpcrniexit an January 6, 1972. Uador @=trz;?aral 
~ i d c l - i n c u ,tirs Aeforacy Can~xaL*sresponse t k a  is dus oa 
iiarch 6 ,  1'372. & O C ~ Iphns  adopt: changoo A n  e'Sectb~nprocc-
duzzs dLEiarsnr Erm auao in efgect; ua r V o v ~ a ~1964I, 
and, th~rsfore,axe properly d s i t t c d  to the iLtWrney 
CcmroL tmdor Section 5 of the VotZrrg BLghto Act, 

As X EZava f~~d$cated tw areon o a r  otxx~fxras~  
iit:3rc o f  thc i&arenE dffficultiasfaced by a ~ c ~ s l a t u r a  

,in d c v i a i ~ ucqrehcns%vareapport&-ac plans auch a3 
-. rhitse bora involvd. .llZZd jrU10furFor that 3 ~ 9 d 6 0 ~ +  8s 

t f p W  ZhitaciOae have allowed, wa havs r&&d plsns 
5n VOLT Jatrtil. Bs a z c d t ;  tna Qina m brsiu far objecC-
iq t;o csty of t b ~ l & z f o rZhe Seaate 
Senacu Districts 36 (in R~ltosCaunty) pnd 
County), IJich reapact to dm=, dear 



a l l  the fnEg-tLan available to us ue have bmrr 
utlzblc to conclwk, as w e  m u a t  under tke Vothg 
RL$&s Act;, t h a t  tbe badar t sa  of i b s e  proposed
dfst;*tcts w U l  nut h v o  a dfscrlnrbatorg gffifal 
affect on voeiq by sairrfmizhzg rmnccee-ilp 
d f l u t  Lng black vat* otreqph in thugs artma. 

With respect to the twppoaiorcPcnrt p l a n  Ear 
the lbuse of ~apraaantatfvaa,a caxefil paalpfa 
a d  rewiew of the dmqpkphLC fhCts am3 recent axart 
dsc trttrno idantLei swcal at@f lcoztt losr;es. 
F~rty-nfaeOS the 105 d is t r ic ts  tr the p h  rue 
r ~ t i l t t d e zand u9 note a t  Itl; M L a s  a m u b -
mat tb8t caadLdaCles ia tkwe dtBtxfcta mst zma 
r'crr d a r e 3  pasts .  We 8280 nute that exlet* 
Georgia law gequires ro run off in the awant no 
candrAara receL~eea aaj0rtty of vt2te8 b ei.tbBla 
prbaqy  oz a gemer:~lcclocth, 5Je Wta hut-
that oz C k a  205 d i s t r i e b  52 8s%-& Up of pXtktl8 
02 a county, LM=luding 3f of the a u l t L - m d m r  
dtetricta. These iiscto aqgest tht the: atatesa 
tradLtiona1 policy of oaiatainfng camtp lines k, 
dosLgphg legfslzitive diatrfcrs bsa hen sfelfi-
c&?cly sodifLed. 

An analysis & sew& xac- fed=& muxt  
declstow, draLLag vU& e t3 fh . z  hsura p a r e  pse 
that  a court d d coaeluda uLth respect ta Chi8 
plan t h t  the c#abbutfan of E E u l t F - a m z h f  f i t c i c t r ,  
w n k r e d  posta, and r qjoritp (d)~ u f z - ,  
alcry w i t h  tbs -Lve spXfftfxtg rrrd --tag 
of cotratiaa w L & b  dtf-maanbet dbwicfs, would 
ocessiea a ruLourP potentia2 00 diwrLty 
vsttag zfghP11. ACfQfClMLy, I PP UMbre t o  can-
elude tbat thn pl8a dooe nat have u df8crLmhttUry 
racial awct  an ooLh$. me m3utdql  of th8n 
ram% caoerr l.# &cbhaf tbrrfllustratd by C& 
federal.dfrtrlct court in North C 8 x ~ L L a ao h L c h  am-
~'UlfadvLth t e spac f  to ma&81& pOSt8 ha @ti-



n+ diatrFcta  ''It i s  clear that the nrFsherecl secrr, 
h w  m y  Wsi the effect cf  curtailing m b o r l t y  vat-
iag p0h7~r," @c&t V. DLtMtcm, S.P.R.C. Nu, 2685-
Civil, SlLp OpLnlon, no 9 at p. 17, (Jan. 10, 1972).
Sfufhrly ,  tho three-judge c m r t  cmmidrtkrg tbe 
Texas laglahtlve t e a p p o r t k x m c n t  f a d  both the 
ajol t f ty  --off aad the wzarfF.af pes t  r q ~ t 
t& to abridge arbxorfty vetfag paiw: rpd "high-
lkbt t b  r c h 1  81-t olmera it dam &teu 

Barnes, Web. T ~ P ;No. A-17-43-242, S l i p  
38. See, U o ,  S b ,  Farr, and U.SA. v, 

h s ,  No. 1744-21, (ki,D. Ale,, JpI#la= 3, 1972); 
BeseLe v, The G&e& of L&ieiwa,-~o; 71-202 L.D. 

analysh further reveal8 tkt tlrere i s  a 
bloc of adjoin- mfortty-black cmmtles fa east 
centre1 Qzorpla including '~rsena,Tirlfahrxo,  Ban-
cock, Warren, Wahingbz, Jefferson and Burke CoPmties. 
Under the plsa i n  efEwt cm member 1, 1964, each 
02 efi88e cwntiea vzs reprssclned by ona msbz of 
&:be Ilaure. t jndcr  the presenr -re plan, + W e  are 
Scar aitforfty-black, s f z a g l e e  d b f t l c t s  fn the 
w:ea--DtstrLct 28 (PG~ZWasd Eeacock C-ics), 
fsfscrtct 35 &ashbgtaa Costary), D i s t r i c t  36 
(Jefferson C w n t y ), D b t t L c t  37 (Bwb County).
These distsicta, ccmplcd with che adjobhag r~ajatity-
blsctc caamttes of Greon, Tarfafezso irad UPzren, f-
o cwtQuua gmap--af 419,626 w,of whorP 57.2 
parcamt =a nmwhtte-lenaugb ta fens sf: leas+ three 
ned LEajorLty-arrawbite s~~~ dfrfrkts. Yet 
the sdxiittsd plan bsa only ooa d t o t r f c t  h the a t -
w l t h  rr slQU aoacvhLte popolcrth asJorfey (30.56 
percatrt)-aew Dbtrics 59. T b  a t b r  .rpew dlstrfcta 
(60,  63, 54, 7bsndW) amt Rbosder dla+rtEtsa 

partly tarrL.de and partly outrrLde ths raPjority--

white .)=aand h e  d g n L f i . e ,  but mhentky, 

noao$ito pogulatim parccaeeigcs. T b s a  de-g=*k 

f a c f s ,  kr. tho conto* at  8 plaa that fke~-t1y cuts 

o M s a  cQIznty l k u o ,  do nat gemit ru t o  conclud., 
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ag we rcustl under the Vat- Rights Acr, that this 

?Im dma not bave o 3LscrbLnntazy rac ia l  e f f ~ c t  

oil voting. 

For the forsgobg reasana, L must oa behalf 

o f  the Attorney General htsrpoae sa objection to 

c w e s  submitted by thesat rtrrpgmr&immentplans. 

Ye Wr,- reached this  ceacLus&onreluctantly bscauss 
we filly ~darr tandt h  camphaettiea any 
state in &si.&ning a reapport io-n plan t o  a r f LaPy 

-the needs o£ the state and i t s  ckizens, and, ritrxrl-
taaewaly, to comply wkth  tbh f p ~ d a t e sof the Federal 
Co518titutiua aad lac-. We a m  parowdsd, hewever, 
tkt the Vat- 6Ljlgbt3 Act c a ~ ~ A otMs tasult. 

Of ccrursa, S e c t h  5 permLt~aaek- approval 
or'a l l  changes affectlag WE- by tho U ~ f t e dS t a t e s  
~istrictC O U ~ ~for thC Dfritrke of Columbia -pet-
tfvo of whether the changes bwre pxwvlously becn 
a c b d t t e d  to the A t t o m y  Gmeral. 


