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bir. Falter 1. Ccrlby 
County Counsel 
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Courthsusc 

215 5 t h  Ltrea t  ..L i a r y a u i l l c ,  ( , , : l i f ~ ~ i l i : i  95351 

This  i c  in r e ~ c ~ c n c ctd your rcqucst f o r  
recunsicieration of o c r  ;*icy26, 1976 objection to 
YI~LLCounty' s: use G E  Gnglish-only offic-ial k l l o t s .  
Your rcttucs't ;:~:IL', i r ~ i t i a l l yreceived on A u ~ w o t4 ,  1977.- *~ 3 u rt'e:j;il?esj: :;'CIS on A p x i l  14, 1978 when we~ ~ i l i j i l e t ~ d  
r c c e i ~ z 2yiiur rcsponse to our: le t ter  of September 23, 
1577 ~.-e;~uest ingRare i n f o r n a t i o n  LI connection with 
ydsr re:;uest L r  rcconsitlcmthn. Fu'e have also  taken 
into c ~ n s i d c r r ~ t i o n  ydu ~ x r ; l i s l ~ c dinform t i o n  'c.i!.~icn .,:.?r.Ifr, cch3.n I n  youi' telcplune convcrsrr t i o n  w i t h  h i s  

'i.;l.z t 
J 
l .L, is confirned hcrc.h.1973, the .zcntent of %~I~-ich 

Zit cjur lettcr to E,k. Keichle of ?.lay26, 1377, 
5 7 2  n ~ t c Ct13t uuz Cie ld  hvect igat ion of Yubs County 
112d revc2led that t k  mjar problem in regard to i t s  
tilinp~lcLectora1 progma was lac!: of p ~ t b l i c i t yz s  
to i t r ;  n e t ~ r e~ n c iz v s f l a b i l i t y .  In rcsponse ti, this 
Letter,  you rcgucstcd reconsideration of our objection 
bzsed on your prd ;mx .~ l  to rcncdy tile lack of public 
ZnowlcGge o f Ych:: C u u n t y '  fi bilin5uz1 ;Irograrn through 



t h c  p o s t i n g  o f  p u b l i c  notices and the  broadcast ing o f  
radio announcements . 

I n  our  September 23 ,  1977 l e t t e r  request ing 
more information w e  asked: 

1. 	Xhere the  b i l i n g u a l  n o t i c e s  which you proposed 
would be posted;  

2 .  	 Where t he  post-card r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms 
would be placed and f o r  what per iods;  

3 .  	 Who would t r a n s l a t e  the  n o t i c e s  into 
Spanish and t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  the  
t r a n s l a t o r  ; 

I 

6 .  	Whether minority-group members would be 
consul ted  by you; . 

5. 	 Whether p u b l i c i t y  would be given to  t he  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  deputy r e g i s t r a r s  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  and the  l oca t ion  of  po l l i ng  places ;  
and 

, 

6 . Whether any plans e x i s t  t o  monitor t h e  
e f f ec t ivenes s  o f  Yuba County's b i l i n g u a l  
program. 

W e  a l s o  included some r ev i s ions  of  your proposed n o t i c e s  
f o r  your cons idera t ion ,  which you apparen t ly  d i d  n o t  
rece ive .  On May 2 ,  1978 w e  forwarded you a copy of  our  
September 23,  1977 l e t t e r  including our  suggested r ev i s ions .  

From your l e t t e r  which w e  rece ived  on A p r i l  14 ,  1978 
and from your telephone conversat ion w i t h  M r .  MacCoon 
of May 1, 1978, we understand t h a t  t h e  answers t o  t he  



- 3 -

n S ~ v cyuestions are us  E o l l u v s :  

1. 	Notices w i l l  be posted at the C . R . L . A .  
bfficc; Po6t Office; Mi Tienditos; 
Tower Theater ; and Welfare uffice. 

2.  	 The post  card registratiion forms 
are avzi lable  at the locations l t s t e d  
in I above f o r  6 weeks p r i o r  to the 
regis t ra t ion  deadline. 

3 .  	 Gi'linguai notices are translated by the 
Spanish-languge disc j o c h y  a t  radio 
c t a t i o n  mi-M. 

4 .  	The S?anish-language disc joclkey referred 
to in 3 was consulted, as we suggested. 
No other minority leaders could be ident i f i ed .  

5. 	While f i e l d  deputy registrar availability 
is not publicized, polling places are 
publicized through bilingual newspaper ads. 
Field deputy registrars are now of diminished 
importance due to m i l  registration. 

G . No specis1 nonitorlug cievices are planned 
t o  evaluate the effectiveness of Yuba County's 
bilingual program.other than the aormal 
proceases of responding to complaints received. 

We a l s o  under6tand that yuu w i l l  give considezation to 
the revisions we have proposed to your notices. 

In l ight  of the program which YuW County proposes 
to publicize its bi l ingual  registration rind vot lag  
procedures, es ckscribed in your letters of July 29, 1977 . 



;rnG A p r i l  l ( j ,  197G, and your telephone conversat ion with 
>ir. NiicC;oon of M y  1, 1978, the Attorney General withdraws 
tile objection i n i e rposcd  on Ehy 2 6 ,  1976 to the use of 
English-only o f f i c i a l  ballots ir. Puba Councy . Ibwever , 
we ice1 n r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to p o i n t  o u t  that Section 5 of 
the Vo t i i lg R i g h t s  Act e:rpressly provides that failure 
of the Artomey General to object  does not bar subsequent 
juditic.1 action to e n j o i n  tile enforcement of a voting 

John Huer ta  
Acting A s s i s t a n t  Attorney General 

Civi l  Righfs Diviaion 


