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ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO

REMARKS AT PORTRAI T UNVEI LI NG
MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2001

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL ERI C HOLDER: Pl ease be seat ed.
Please join ne in a round of applause for the United States
Border Patrol honor guard. (Appl ause.)

Again, | want to wel cone you to the Justice Departnent.
This is a bittersweet occasion for us. W are going to see,
|'"'msure, a nmagnificent portrait of the 78th attorney
general of the United States, but unfortunately these are
only done when attorneys general leave. And it is for that
reason it is a sad occasion for us here at the departnent.

|"d like to first wel cone a few di stinguished guests:
Justice Breyer, Justice G nsburg, Justice O Connor, Justice
Souter, Justice Wite and Ms. Wite, fornmer Attorneys
General Barr and Attorney Ceneral Thornburgh, who was ny
first boss when | cane to the Justice Departnent as a line
| awyer. Fromthe H Il we have Senator Leahy, Congressnan
Frank, Senator Specter, Ms. Gaham Ms. Kennedy. It's good
to see you as well.

The attorney general, in a cerenony that we had earlier --
we formally said goodbye to her and had a nunber of

wonder ful remarks by people at the departnent. But we've
all been eagerly anticipating the viewing of this portrait.
| "' m now going to introduce to you the woman whose portrait
we W Il soon be seeing; as | said, the 78th attorney
general of the United States, ny coll eague, ny nentor, and
one of ny best friends, Janet Reno. (Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you. (Sustai ned appl ause.)
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Thank you. Thank you. If |'ve done anything worth doing,
iIt's because of so many people in this room And | thank
you, Justices O Connor and Souter and G nsburg and Breyer.
My dear Justice White, you and Ms. Wite got ne started on
this great adventure on a cold March day ei ght years ago
alnost, and it is wonderful that you're back here for the
end of this adventure. Senator Leahy, Senator Specter,
Congressman Frank and all ny friends, and ny bel oved famly.

| love the law. | |ove good and caring | awers who are
advocates, who are defenders, who are problemsolvers, and
who are peacenmakers. | prize the cadence and the substance
of the words which define the law. "Nor shall any state
deprive any person of |life, liberty or property w thout the
due process of law "

| admre | aw enforcenent agents who put their lives on the
line to enforce the law while building trust and
understanding within a comunity and around the world. |
honor those who seek justice for all the people of this
country.

Wthin this departnment, within this great institution, are
nore such good and caring | awers, seekers of justice and
just enforcers of the law, than any other institution that

| know of anywhere in the world. In these past eight years,
| have had the nost wonderful opportunity that anyone coul d
have, to work with sone of the best |awers in the country,
to use the lawto try to make Anerica a better place to
live.

| work with sone of the nost wonderful people |I have ever
come in contact with. It has been a teameffort that is
extraordi nary. For people who did not know each ot her, we
have cone together and forged a teamthat has been through
desperate times and through not so desperate tinmes. And it
has been a wonderful opportunity to serve Aneri ca.

We have forged partnerships wth state and | ocal
governnent, the private sector, schools, the public health
system and private not-for-profit groups to reduce crine

t hrough bal anced prograns that include prevention, that
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i nclude early intervention, that nake enforcenent and
puni shnent a key, and that provide re-entry prograns to
gi ve people a chance to cone back to the conmmunity with a
positive chance for the future.

We have enforced the civil rights laws to protect those
wth disabilities, pursuant to the Anericans with
Disabilities Act, and to prevent discrimnation in housing
and | ending practices and to stri ke back at church

arsoni sts. W have felt stronger communities through
strategic efforts that began with Weed and Seed. W have

def ended the taxpayers of America, and through affirmative
civil litigation, righted the wongs agai nst our governnent.

Qur Ofice of Public Affairs has hel ped |l ead the way in
openi ng up the processes of the Justice Departnent where
appropriate and hel ping us to be nore accountable to the
people. Qur Ofice of Legislative Affairs has done yeonman's
duty in the last two or three years under extrenely

di fficult circunstances.

W have acconplished a great deal. But at the sanme tine, we
have built on the acconplishnment of those that canme before
us. And | am particularly touched and very honored that
Attorneys CGeneral Thornburgh and Barr should be here today.
Attorney Ceneral Thornburgh was instrunental in the passage
of the Anericans with Disabilities Act, which we enforce

t oday because of his efforts.

| can renenber well the day, just after Hurricane Andrew in
August of 1992, when Attorney Ceneral Barr announced this
new program of Wed and Seed in Mam to |aw enforcenent.
Attorney General Thornburgh worked so hard to build

i nternational networks that we build on today, and Attorney
CGeneral Barr strengthened the U S. attorneys' offices.

Ladi es and gentlenen, this great, magnificent institution
transcends party and it transcends in so nmany instances
party issues. Crine and fighting crinme is not a matter of
Republ i cans or Denocrats. It is a matter of commobn sense
used the right way by caring Arericans. And | think the
exanpl es that we have seen here today of issues which
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transcend one admnistration to the other are very

i nportant for us to renenber. There will be disagreenents,
and they should be full and frank and positive

di sagreenents that have good and positive forns of debate
about them

|'"'m|ikew se honored that Senator Leahy is here. You were
one of the first ones that started ne on this. You have
been a wi se counselor, and | amindebted to you for your
under standi ng and for never letting ne forget what's the
right thing to do, aided and abetted by Congressman Frank,
who |'ve known for a long time. And | thank you for always
rem nding ne what's right. (Laughter.)

But the person |I've probably known | ongest is Senator
Specter, with whom | have crossed swords this past year,
but | amreally very happy that you're here, because |
admre you and I would hope that fromthis day we can go
forward engaged in thoughtful debate, ne fromny red truck,
on the outside | ooking in. (Laughter.) But thank you for
bei ng here.

| would like to take the occasion of this day to suggest to
everyone that this institution is so strong. It is gallant.
Its people are brave. They have addressed hard i ssues.
They've tried to do it based on what they thought was
right, based on the evidence and the law. And | woul d hope
that we could go forward in good, thoughtful, positive

bi parti sanship that does a nunber of things.

One, it lets the young people of Anerica know how i nport ant
public service is, howrewarding it is. Yes, there is risk-
taking in public service, but we nust engage. | don't know
whet her he's here today, but one of ny heroes is
Chesterfield Smth. Is that you, Chesterfield? (Applause.)
Chesterfield Smth is the hero of a generation that saw
this world nost at risk. Chesterfield, you have a
conpatriot up here. This |lady, the artist, Dorothy Swain
Lewi s, went off to toe targets, carry bonbers, teach people
how to fly, and did so nmuch as a wonen's Air Force service
pil ot.
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You all are the people that set the tradition for public
service for ne. Let us take Adam and Cara and Janes and

Ki mberly and |l et them know that public service is not a war
of rhetorical words but an arena of action where we get

t hi ngs done for the Anerican people in the nost positive
way possi ble and where we debate in the nost effective
manner possi ble. (Appl ause.)

There is, on the wall of the 9th Street gate, a saying that
| have cone to rely on again and again. It says, "The
common | aw derives fromthe wll of mankind, issuing from
the life of the people, franmed by nutual confidence, and
sanctioned by the light of reason.”

Unl ess the aw issues fromall of the people, sone of the
people will feel left out. They will cone to feel
alienated. They will be angry. And this will not be a
cohesi ve denocracy. |If you don't care about that, they wll
feel left out, alienated, and they will not have the
opportunities that others have to skills, to jobs, to
opportunity. That will only hurt Anerica.

This institution and this nation nust do nore to recognize
the diversity and the strength of the diversity of this
great nation. My father canme from Denmark when he was 12
years ol d. People teased hi mabout his funny accent and his
funny | anguage and his funny cl ot hes, and he never, ever
forgot it. Four years later, he was the editor of the high
school newspaper. Let us nake sure that for all Americans,
t hat opportunity exists.

Let us make sure that we listen to the people. Sonetines
we're tone-deaf in Washington and we listen only to
ourselves. W do not hear the cry of people who want
answers, want action, want protection, and have sone darn
good ideas as to howto provide it if only we would |isten.
Let us not forget to hear them

But nost of all, | amrem nded about how wonderful people
can be. This day has been a joy -- a day of hugs, a day of
tears, a day of feeling that there is one great famly in
this departnent. But there's another great famly sitting
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right over there. (Applause.) And for the nenbers of the
press who want to know who you talk to when the pressure is
so great and you feel so lonely, wll ny sister and ny two
br ot hers pl ease stand up? (Appl ause.)

| feel this nation is nmuch nore |inked today. The person
who did the portrait has known ne since | was five years
ol d, and she cane hone fromthe war to visit in South
Florida. She used to sit around the canpfire and play her
guitar and sang "Those Brown Eyes" and other songs in the
nost wonderful tones and terns. She watched ne grow up. She
has been a friend all along the way. She still can wear her
WASP uni form (Laughter.) | don't know whether she still
flies or not. But she is a wonderful artist.

And the fact that Dorothy Swain Lewi s has done this
portrait neans nore to ne than | can tell you, but I wll
try. It nmeans famly. It nmeans friends. It nmeans public
service. It neans all the things that we hold dear in this
country. And |et us resolve, each one of us, in whatever
formour future takes, never to stand by on the sidelines,
either with our famly or our public service obligations,
but let us go forward and serve famly and friends and this
nation in the spirit of those that cane before us.

Thank you all so very much. (Appl ause.)

HHH
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