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PRESS CONFERENCE
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New York Chiropractic Coll ege
Athletic Center
2360 State Route 89
Seneca Falls, New York
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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI R SANDRA BERNARD: Good norni ng and wel cone to the

Nati onal Wnen's Hall of Fane Honors Wekend and | nducti on
Cerenony. | am Sandra Bernard, Chair of the weekend's
events. Today, before a sell-out crowd, we will induct 19
remar kabl e wonen into the Hall of Fane.

Now, those of you who are history buffs may know that the
Idea to forma Hall to honor, in perpetuity, the
contributions to society of American wonen started, |ike so
many ot her good things in Seneca Falls have, over tea. And
just like the tea party that spawned the Wnen's Ri ghts
Convention, the concept of a National Wnen's Hall of Fane
was an i dea whose tine has cone.
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Qur plans for the norning are to tell you a bit nore about
the m ssion, the nonent and the neaning, and then to

I ntroduce you to the inductees. A question and answer
period with those i nductees who wll be accepting their own
medal lions will follow

It is now ny pleasure to introduce you to Mary Ann
Qppenhei mer, the U S. Executive Director of the Nationa
VWnen's Hall of Fane.

EXEC DI RECTOR OPPENHEI MER: Thank you, Sandy and thank you
all so nmuch for being here in Seneca Falls with us today.
It's a thrilling day for the National Wnen's Hall of Fane,
representing the cul mnation of nore than a year's work.

| nduction is the linchpin, the core of the m ssion of the
Hal I . The National Wnen's Hall of Fanme is a private, not
for profit organi zation, founded in 1969 by a group of
wonen and nmen in Seneca Falls who were dedicated to
preserving Seneca Falls unique role as the birth place of
the American Wnen's Ri ghts Movenent.

The founders of the Hall understood that people need to
know, to renenber, and to be inspired by the achievenents
of Anmerican wonen. The Hall's m ssion was then and i s now
straight forward and clear. And | quote, "To honor in
perpetuity these wonen, citizens of the United States of
Anerica, whose contributions to the arts, athletics,

busi ness, education, governnent, the humanities,

phi | ant hropy and sci ence, have been of greatest value for
t he devel opnent of their country."

W are not a nuseum about the history of Anmerican wonen or
the American Wnen's Rights Mowvenent. W are about the

di sti ngui shed wonen chosen -- who are chosen for induction
into the Hall. Qur gallery, our web sites and outreach
prograns are about the lives and stories of these

acconpli shed wonen. The Hall is dedicated to ensuring that

their work and their achi evenents continue to inspire wonen
and nmen, girls and boys for generations to cone.

The induction cerenony is both an end and a begi nni ng.
| nduction is the end of a process that starts with

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/10700agsenecafalls.htm (2 of 11) [4/20/2009 1:10:27 PM]



10-07-00: PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S HALL...NET RENO ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES NEW YORK

sonething sinple. One individual believing in the work of
one wonman, preparing and submtting a nomnation to the
Hal | of Fane foll owed by screening and judgi ng, each done
by a separate panel of expert volunteers, the decisions are
made.

For the class of 2000 we received 173 undupli cated
nom nations. Yet only the 19 wonen who w Il be inducted
this afternoon were selected for this special honor.

| nduction is al so a begi nning. The begi nni ng of new
exhibits to see, new achi evenents to recogni ze, new stories

to tell. The induction cerenony is a nonent in tinme. Wll,
candidly, it is several nonents in tine, renew ng
commtnment to the mssion of the Hall, rem nding us of why

we are here and why it matters. Inductionis atinme we
cel ebrate together the lives of our inductees.

Even a brief |look at this class gives clear nmeaning to your
wor k. The class of 2000 covers every era of Anerican
history, from 17th century Massachusetts Bay Col ony to the
21st century Departnent of Justi ce.

The cl ass of 2000 represents nunerous fields of endeavor:
Scientists, physicians, witers, social and civil rights
activists, religious, and educati on and governnent | eaders.
The cl ass of 2000 represents the rich tapestry, the

di versity of our nation and the wonen who have been
instrunental in shaping it. Thank you again for being here,
and enj oy your day.

CHAI R SANDRA BERNARD: Thank you, Mary Ann. The wonen who
are selected for induction into the Hall of Fame are

sel ected by a National Honors Selection Conmttee. And the
deci sions are based on these criteria:

The value of of their contributions to the society, to
significant groups within that society, or to the progress
and freedom of wonen; their significant contributions to
art, athletics, business, governnent, humanities,

phi | ant hr opy, science and education; and the enduring val ue
of their achievenents.
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It's an honor to introduce the 2000 inductees, all whom
have far exceeded this criteria. And they are: Enma Smith
Devoe. And accepting for her will be Sue Lean and Eli zabeth
Pierini.

And they can wave to you if they are here, so you know
where they are.

Mary Barret Dyer, accepted by Elizabeth Reininga. Mjory
St oneman Dougl as, accepted by M chael Chenowet h.

Crystal Eastman, accepted by Rebecca Lesh and Ann Full er.

Kate Mul | any, accepted by Josephi ne Sano. The Reverend Dr.
Anna Howard Shaw, accepted by El eanor Fullerton Sherry. Dr.
Mary Wal ker, accepted by Rosemary Nesbitt. Anni e Dodge
Wauneka, accepted by Irma Bl uehouse. Eudora Welty, accepted
by Dr. COyda Rent. Frances WIllard, accepted by Sarah Ward.
Dr. Ruth Simmons who will accept for Sophia Smith. And Dr.
Paul a Treckel, who will accept for Ida Tarbell wll be
joining us later this norning.

Those i nductees who will be accepting their own nedalians
are with me at the front. And they are: Dr. Faye d enn
Abdel l ah. Dr. Sylvia Earle. Major General Jeanne Hol m
United States Air Force. Bishop Leontine Kelly. Dr. Frances
Kat hl een A dham Kel sey. Attorney General of the United
States Janet Reno. And Bridadier General WI ma Vaught,
United States

Air Force. And now the floor is open for your questions to
t he i nductees. (FOLLON NG ARE QUESTI ONS FROM THE PRESS/
MEDI A AND ANSWERS BY HON. JANET RENO, US ATTORNEY GENERAL):

Q In covering, this question is for Attorney General Reno
but for everyone else as well, in covering Hllary Cinton
often I hear she has to show twice as nmuch in order to get
sonmeone's vote in New York State. Is it true that wonen, in
order to show achi evenent, still have to strive even
farther than their male counterparts in the year 20007

A. | don't think so. | think what we all have to do is do
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our best to figure out what the right thing is and then do
it.

Q The Attorney General, as the first female Attorney
General, any time during your tinme in office do you feel
like you're being treated differently because you are a
wonman? Because a | ot of wonen say that's what they face in
t he workpl ace today. If so, how did you deal with that?

A. | think the reason | feel strongly that you don't have
to work any harder than sonebody else is I think you' ve got
to believe in yourself, and know that you can nake m st akes
but that you have got to try your best to be prepared to
know the issues, to know the facts and then nake the best

j udgnment you can and live with it and nove on.

And | wouldn't want to di scourage young wormen who say,
well, | don't want to work twice as hard as sonebody el se.
|'d say, believe in yourself, do what you think is -- you
wi Il enjoy doing. Figure out what the right thing to do is
and then do it.

Q Wien you are facing all that criticismduring Waco and
so forth, what got you through all that? Did you ever feel
i ke you wanted to quit, it was too nuch?

A Well, | would cite the words from Abraham Li ncol n, which
| keep on the wall right across fromny desk: "If |I were to
believe all the nean things people said about nme, m ght as
well close this shop for business."”

| m doing the best I know how until the end. If the end
brings me out all right, what people said about ne won't
make any difference. If |I'mwong, people saying |I'mright
won't rmake a difference.

Q Being the first female Attorney Ceneral, the
acconpl i shnent personally for you, what was that |ike?

A Well, | still pinch nyself when | wal k sone places and
sonebody says there is the Attorney Ceneral. It doesn't
sonetinmes seemthat it's possible.
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Q This is a question for the Attorney General as well. As
"' m sure you know, the State of New York is facing several
| ndi an | and clains, including one right here in Seneca
Falls, this area is in the mddle of one as well. Two
questions actually.

Way is the Justice Departnent siding against the State on
t hese i ssues? And how would you like to best see these
resol ved as quickly as possible, not to drag on for years
and years?

AL W're trying to do our very best to make sure that the

| ndian clains are, and the wongs done to themhistorically
Is corrected; that |andowners interests are protected. And

we would like to try to work it so that these interests are
achi eved.

Q Attorney General Janet Reno, you've often been
criticized as being - this actually can be for everyone -
tough or cold. Wuld these conplaints have been | evied
against you if you were a man, in any of your careers?

A. |1've been criticized for being tough, |'ve been
criticized for beings too weak, |'ve been criticized for
bei ng too nmuch of a social worker and too nuch of a
prosecutor. Sonetines that indicates that |'mdoing the job
the right way.

Q Mdam Attorney General, you were asked a question
earlier about Hllary Cinton. As you |look at this race
that's going on here in New York State, obviously she too
Is a woman who's cone in for a great deal of criticismand
a great deal of negative canpaigning. To what extent do you
think that has to do with her being a woman runni ng for
this office, and have you discussed it at all wth her?

A. One of the things |I've tried to do is stay out of
politics, and I think it would be appropriate not to
comrent on the political race at this point. The Attorney
Ceneral has tradition- ally tried to be renoved from
politics and the political season, and |I'm here for another
pur pose.
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Q The Attorney General, you have now been cited just this
nmorning by two of your fellowinductees here as a role
nodel for them and as soneone they | ook up to. Do you feel
a lot of extra pressure on you because of that?

A. Yes. The person that | would cite is a person nmuch nore
intelligent wwth a greater drive and |love of |ife who spent
her tinme raising four children, and the nost pressure would
be fromny nother who would say, "Don't neke a ness of it."

Q D d you feel pressure because you were the first wonman
Attorney Ceneral ?

A. | think I was asked that question that first afternoon
when Senator Biden and | net with the press, and | think
the nost inportant thing is to go do the job. So many
peopl e think about what is your place in history, what wll
peopl e say about you, will they criticize you? If you worry
about what people are going to say, if you worry about
failing, then you never try to do sonet hing.

And the inportant thing is just figure out how you do it,
try to get it done. If you make a m stake, what could you
have done to have avoided it, what | essons can be | earned,
and nove ahead.

But as ny nother would say, "If you're just going to sit
there and worry about what people say about you you're
going to get stuck in the nud."

Q Well, it sounds |ike then sonething you alnost had to
bl ock. Maybe not. Maybe it never entered your mnd, but did
It ever seep in your mnd that, nmy goodness, | amfor

better or worse a historic figure?

A Wll, what | said was that | hoped to do the wonen of
America proud. And I hope with all ny heart that | can go
honme and have succeeded.

BRI GADI ER GENERAL W LMA VAUGHT: Well, speaking as one of
t hese wonen, you have.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Vait, it isn't over yet.

Could I just, on behalf of everybody here thank everybody
who has nade these days possible and this opportunity
possi bl e and for giving us the honor. It's just been, in

t hese nonents very rewardi ng. W appreciate all the effort
that's gone intoit, it's been a great honor to be wth
such wonderful people.

CHAI R SANDRA BERNARD: Thank you very nuch. And since | do
have this position | do have the | ast question. So, just a
few words from each of the inductees about what being

I nducted into the Hall of Fane neans to you personally.
Just a few words.

ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO Wien | see the people that |I'm
with, when | ook at the people on the wall of the Hall of
Fame, |'mjust very hunbled and very honored to be here.

CHAI R SANDRA BERNARD: Thank you to all of you. Thank you
all for coming to join us at the beginning of this
wonder ful day. We hope that you can all stay and enjoy the
festivities. Thank you.

[ Appl ause. ]

[ Wher eupon, at 10:42 a.m, the press conference concl uded]
ok Kk Kk Kk K %
NATI ONAL WOVEN' S HALL OF FAME
I NTRODUCTI ON OF AND ACCEPTANCE
SPEECH OF HON. JANET RENO,
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNI TED STATES

4:16 p. m
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PRESENTER OF HONORS KAREN STONE (A&E Tel evi si on Net wor k) :
Janet Reno. As the first female Attorney General of the
United States. You have had a life filled with firsts.
Fol |l ow ng your graduation from Cornell University and then
Harvard | aw school, your entering the governnent work was
in 1971 as staff director of the Judiciary Commttee of the
Fl ori da House of Representatives where you hel ped revise
the Florida court system

In 1978 you becane the first wonman to head a county
prosecutor's office in Florida. As Dade County state
attorney you were the first Florida prosecutor to assign
| awyers to collect child- support paynents from deadbeat
fat hers.

Wnning election for four terns as a Denocrat in a heavily
conservative Republican Dade County you hel ped establish
the Mam Drug Court, which has served as a nodel for other
courts, helped reformthe juvenile justice system and
focussed attenti on on needed prevention prograns for
chi | dren.

Appoi nted United States Attorney Ceneral by President
WIlliamJefferson dinton in 1993, you have worked
tirelessly to reduce crinme and viol ence, to enhance
prevention and early intervention efforts to keep children
from gangs, drugs and violence; to enforce civil rights to
ensure equal opportunities for all; to prosecute violations
of ecological statutes; and to build a Justice Departnment
that strives for excellence and professionalism

For your courage, determ nation, vigilance and | eadership,
you are inducted into the National Wnen's Hall of Fane.

U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO | have been touched by so
many wonderful people who deserve this nedal nore than |
And | have been touched today by the strength in this room
of the wonen behind nme and those who sit before ne. | was
taught by nmy nother to dream And | was taught that if you
wor ked hard enough the dreans can cone true.

Wth the intelligence, the dedication, the caring, the
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conpassion, the smarts, the ability to preach that's in
this room | would like to challenge us to | ook to the
future and learn fromthe past. If we use the energy and
creativity in this roomlet us go forth together to give
all the children of America a strong and positive future.

From t he Book of Ml achi: Behold, | shall send you the
profit Elijah before the com ng of the great and dreadf ul
day of the Lord, and he shall turn the hearts of the
fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to
the fathers, lest | cone down and smte the earth with a
cur se.

Let's return father and child to each other. Let us bring
parents honme fromthe workplace in a way that can give them
quality tinme with children while at the sane tine achieving
their professional goals. If we can sinply go to the noon,
we can do that.

Surely, the world, we can take the energy in this room and
see that every child has proper preventive nedical care

that can save us billions in tragedies every year. In a
nation that pays football players with six digit figures,
| et us give teachers salaries that wll attract themto

that profession. And |let us give our children an
envi ronnment where they can grow without fear of |ead
poi soni ng and other things that get in the way of |iving.

Nunmber two. Let us end the culture of violence so we wll
cease to be the largest industrial nation in the world that
has nore viol ence than any of the others. Violence does not
have to be in this nation as we have known it. Let us do
sensi bl e regul ati on of guns so that only people who know
how to safely and | awfully possess them and have the
capacity and well nmeaning to do so have themin their hands.

Let us teach our young people, every teacher who teaches
young people, how to resolve conflicts w thout knives and
guns and fists. Let us teach conflict resolution and nmake
It a part of our curriculum Let us intervene in the lives
of those about to get in trouble. Let us use our snarts
that we've | earned about nental health, about drug abuse

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/10700agsenecafalls.htm (10 of 11) [4/20/2009 1:10:27 PM]



10-07-00: PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S HALL...NET RENO ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES NEW YORK

and treatnment of it, and let us intervene early on before
lives and famlies are damaged and destroyed.

Let us prosecute those that deserve it and let us give them
sentences fair and firmand fit for the crinme carried out
fairly and properly. But 500,000 people a year will cone
back fromour prisons and our jails in the next several
years. Let us bring them back to sonething other than open
air drug nmarkets where they got in the trouble in the first
pl ace. Let us develop reentry prograns with a carrot and
stick approach that gives theman opportunity to cone back
to a future they can participate in. Let us bring Anerica

t oget her.

In a few short years we will be one of the nost diverse
nations in the world. But too often that diversity is not
reflected in our schools, in our workplaces, and in the
opportunities that are afforded sone Anericans. Let us
learn to live together. Surely we can take the strength of
this nation, the wonder of this diversity and put it to
work where it counts.

But nost of all, let us not take our denocracy for granted.
For these 67 and-a-half years | have wal ked with m nisters
of justice and prinme mnisters of the justice departnent.
They cone from energi ng denocracies, they have stars in
their eyes. They conme back and they are sonetines

di sappoi nted and soneti nmes frustrat ed.

Denocracy is so fragile, let us use the energy in this room
never to take it for granted but to work at it, build on

it, and give this nation the strength to carry on and neet
the chall enges of this magnificent m | ennium

You have done ne a great honor, thank you so very nuch. You
have. Thank you.

[ Appl ause. ]

[ Wher eupon at 4:24 p.m, the speech was concl uded. ]
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