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Balti nore, Maryl and
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Attorney Ceneral Reno: Thank you, Joe. Thank you all for
t hat war m wel cone.

| have really appreciated the opportunity to work with you
and | amso proud to foll ow you, based on the good work
t hat you have done here in Maryl and.

It is so inportant for ne to see disciplines, |aw,
nmedi ci ne, education, the nechanic, the plunber, across
Anerica people coming together to finally do sonething
about guns.

Fifteen years ago or 25 years ago when M| ton Ei senhower
stood up, only a handful of advocacy organi zations and

ot her isolated individuals understood the grave threat that
guns possess for this nation.

Today, however, when | travel across the country, | see
peopl e tal ki ng about guns, what can we do about them how
can we end this culture of gun violence, what difference
can we nake.

Too many peopl e however draw back and say that, "I amjust
one person. | cannot make a difference." You can. | cane to
Washi ngt on tal king about the need for prevention prograns
that work. People said she sounds |ike a social worker.
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They are tal king about prevention prograns now. Each one of
us can make a difference and it is tinme that we stood up
and that we were all counted in saying that we do not have
to have unregul ated access to guns. W can use conmmon
sense, basic fundanental comon sense in our approach to
guns and truly, truly make a difference.

Each one of us can make a difference, if we wll only be
heard on the subject. Anericans have been pl agued by
viol ence or the threat of violence every day for a | ong,
long tinme now. None of us is inmune. Violence does not
recogni ze economc, racial, gender or geographic

di stinctions.

In 1998, the nost recent year for which statistics are
avai | abl e, 30, 708 people died fromgun related injuries.
This neans that every day an average of 84 peopl e,

i ncluding ten children, are shot and killed and for each
one of these deaths there are nearly three serious injuries.

In public health terns, indeed, it is a public health issue
as well as a crimnal justice issue. The rate of nortality
fromgun violence is roughly equivalent to that associ ated
wth HV infection, a disease which has been recogni zed by
the Centers for D sease Control as an epidemc.

In the last two years alone, nore civilians have died in
Anerica fromgun fire than all the soldiers killed during
the nine years in the Vietnam War. The carnage caused by
guns in the United States is uni que anong devel oped nati ons.

The nmurder rate for children killed by firearns in Anerica
Is 16 times higher than in the 25 other wealthiest

I ndustrialized nations in the world. Consider this, during
a five-year period in the 1990s, the city of Toronto across
the border fromus in Canada had a |little over 100 gun
hom ci des.

During the sane five-year period in Chicago, a city of
simlar size and denographics, had 3,060 gun hom ci des. W
do not have to put up with the violence that we have seen.
A city across our border, a city very simlar to Chicago
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can do sonething about it. So can we in Anerica. In
addition to the human suffering caused by gun viol ence, the
cost to society are astronom cal.

@unshot wounds account for approximately $20 billion each
year in nedical, public services and work | ost costs. Just
imagine if we put that $20 billion in to ending poverty in

Anerica and maki ng sure that our children have appropriate
health care, that our elders had appropriate health care,
t hi nk of what we could do with those doll ars.

|t does not have to be as we have known it.

As future leaders in your community and in your

prof essi ons, you have a trenendous opportunity to speak
out, to work, to advocate and to nmake a difference. | know
that the sensel ess and tragic violence that confronts us on
the nightly news can | eave us feeling overwhel ned and

I ncapabl e of reversing the situation, but violence is not

I nevitabl e, nor an abstract force against which we are
power | ess.

We can end violence if we as individuals, as conmunities,
as a nation stop condoning it and if we stop renaining
passive in its face. The choices and the actions of each
one of us when multiplied by all of those across this huge
country can truly turn the tide.

W have seen the power of grassroots activismon other
social issues. Fromthe civil rights novenent to issues of
human rights and environnental protection, activists can
begi n by raising public awareness of these issues and by
wor ki ng to propose and inpl enent sol utions.

Change does not cone overnight, but through the concerted
commtted efforts of people |like yourselves it will cone.
Over the |l ast seven years, reducing gun violence has been
one of the priorities of this admnistration and for ne
personal ly. W have nmade trenendous stri des.

We have funded nore than 100,000 new conmunity police
officers, increased assistance to state and | ocal | aw
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enforcenent by nearly 300 percent, instituted a w de
variety of community based crine prevention prograns for
yout h, created new prograns to reduce donestic viol ence and
drug-related violent crines, worked to devel op and pronote
prom sing prevention and intervention strategies to reduce
crime and worked hard to pass the Brady Act which
dramatically increased the effectiveness of our nation's
gun control laws that prohibit certain categories of

I ndi vidual s, for exanple, felons, donestic abusers,
fugitives fromjustice and drug users from possessing
firearns.

This | aw does this by requiring background checks on people
who want to buy guns fromlicensed deal ers. The permanent
phase of the Brady Act, the national instant crim nal
background check systemor NICS as we call it, went into
operation on Novenber the 30th, 1998.

Since the Brady act was passed, Brady background checks
have st opped over 500,000 felons and ot her prohibited
persons fromgetting guns and we worked to secure passage
of the assault weapons ban as well as |egislation that
prohi bits possessi on of handguns by juveniles and requires
zero tol erance for guns in school.

Many of these efforts represent attenpts to prevent gun

vi ol ence before it occurs, but when gun crinmes are
commtted, U S. attorneys and ATF agents along with state
and | ocal | aw enforcenent make sure that gun crimnals are
I nvesti gated and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the

| aw.

Wrking with state and | ocal | aw enforcenent and gun
prosecutions in our country have increased by nore than 20
percent since 1992 and federal prosecutors have focused
federal resources on the nost serious, the nost violent gun
of f enders.

In fact, the nunber of high-end federal gun crimnals,

those that get nore than five years in federal prisons, for
them going to prison increased by nore than 40 percent from
1992 until 1999.
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These crine fighting efforts and others across this nation
have contributed to a historic reduction in crinme. From
1992 to 1998, violent crinmes by firearns fell 35 percent
nati onw de and gun rel ated hom ci des declined by 36
percent. Robbery wth firearns and aggravated assault with
firearns al so dropped 39 percent from 36 percent
respectively.

The uniformcrinme report figures from 1999 show that this
trend is continuing. Last year violent crines dropped an
additional 7 percent. In real human terns these nunbers
nmean that Anmericans are safer today in their communities,
their schools, their hones, in their workplaces, but we
cannot rest now.

Bef ore coming to Washi ngton, | served as a prosecutor for
15 years in Dade County Mam, Florida. | would watch the
crime rate go down slightly and then people would becone
conpl acent and you would go to a neeting and they did not
want to tal k about crinme. They wanted to tal k about
sonet hi ng el se.

We cannot becone conpl acent in the face of our success
because what we have done is shown that we can influence
crime, we can nmake a difference if we approach it froma
common sense point of view, if we recognize that crine is
not a partisan issue, not an issue just for Denocrats or
Republ i cans to opi ne on.

It is an issue for all America to speak out in good commopbn
sense terns and work together to do sonething about it. W
cannot afford conplacency. That is why | would like to
present you today with a six point plan to see how we can
continue to address gun violence in Anerica, an approach

t hat addresses both the causes and the consequences of the
crime by backing up tough |Iaw enforcenent with smart and
effective prevention and intervention prograns.

First, we nust continue to aggressively enforce firearns

| aws. When guns fall into the wong hands and are used in a
crime, the full force of the |l aw nust be brought to bear.
Crimnals who use guns illegally nust be net with stiff and
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sure puni shnent so that people recognize that the aw w ||
not tolerate it.

Those who supply guns to crimnals nust be shut down and
| ocked up. To enhance our aggressive investigation and
prosecution of gun crines, the president has asked in his
budget for the funding to hire 500 new ATF agents and

I nspectors and over 1,000 new federal state and | ocal
prosecut ors.

| hope that Congress will respond to this request by giving
| aw enf orcenent the resources it needs to enforce the
nation's gun | aws.

Secondly, we nust enact common sense gun |egislation. W
believe that |aw enforcenent's ability to effectively keep
Anericans safe fromgun violence will be limted unless
Congress enacts legislation to close the dangerous guns
show | oophol es that let crimnals and young peopl e buy guns
at gun shows anonynously, no questions asked.

W nmust enact legislation to require child safety | ocks for
new handguns and we nust strengthen the crimnal penalties
for armed career crimnals and major gun traffickers.

In addition, we favor the elimnation of the inportation of
| arge capacity ammunition clips banning juveniles from
owni ng guns for life if they have a record of violence and
requiring all-new handgun buyers to have a federal |icense
fromtheir state show ng that they possess a Brady
background check and a gun safety course before they get
their guns.

The nation is waiting for Congress to act. This week before
they go honme, | think Congress should |listen to the voices
of the Anerican people who overwhel mngly favor these
conmon sense gun safety measures and pass these neasures
qui ckly.

But we can do nore. It nmakes no sense as attorney general
Karen pointed out, for you to have to go get a license to
drive an autonobil e because it is a dangerous
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instrunentality and for you to be able to go get a gun

wi t hout denonstrating that you know to safely and awfully
use the weapon and that you are capable and willing to do
So.

Common sense | egislation that woul d provide for |icensing
woul d ensure that people possess guns only if they know how
to use themcorrectly and legally and safely will make a
trenmendous difference. Let us speak out and talk in comon
sense terns about such | egislation.

Third, in order to effectively reduce gun viol ence and
sustain that reduction we nust invest in long-term
prevention and intervention prograns. The crack epidemc
hit Mam in about 1984 and we had to figure out what to do
about crack involved infants and their nothers,

The doctors took ne to the public hospital. In the neonatal
unit were crowds and crowds of babies that cannot be sent
honme because their nothers were involved with crack and
there was no one to take care of the babi es.

They had been there for six weeks, sonetines two nonths.
They had not been held or tal ked to except when changed and
fed and they were not beginning to react with human

enoti ons whereas the child across the nursery who had been
born with severe birth defects that had her parents with
her around the clock was beginning to react with smles

t hrough the pain and disconfort but w th human
characteristics.

The neonatol ogi st, the child devel opnent experts taught ne
then that the first three years of |ife are so inportant.
That is when the child I earns the concept of reward and
puni shnment, devel ops a consci ence.

| suddenly thought to nyself what good are all the prisons
going to be 20 years fromnow if this child does not have a
consci ence. Wen we tal k about prevention progranms we nust
tal k about prograns that begin at the begi nning and give
the children of Anerica a strong and positive future where
they can have self-respect and think that they can pursue
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what ever goal they want regardless of their ability to
afford it.

It nmeans that we nust nmake sure that our children have
appropriate nedical care. | have | ooked at too many pre-
sentence investigations that showed that sone illness al ong
the way, untreated or untreated quickly caused enoti onal
and nental problens that we are seeing the difficulties

t hat we have now addressi ng which we could have sol ve so
quickly if we had addressed themup front.

We have got to make sure that every child in Amrerica has
the appropriate supervision after school and in the

eveni ngs, that they have an education that can prepare them
for the future.

Sonmething is wong with a nation that pays its footbal
players in the six digit figures and pays its teachers what
we pay themin Anerica today. It is tine that we give our
children the foundation they need to grow, to understand,
to understand that the gratuitous violence that we see on
television is not the way of |ife on our streets, but that
we have chosen anot her safer, saner way of life, alife

W t hout guns.

Qur young peopl e need to devel op probl em sol ving and
conflict resolution approaches. You have all had to deal

Wi th these problens, that if you have 10 gall ons of gas and
you traveled this far how far can you go after that. Let us
put our problemsolving skills to solving the everyday
probl ens that we face.

Conflict resolution prograns can nmake such a difference and
denonstrate to young people how we can resolve conflicts
W t hout knives and guns and fi sts.

Fourth, we nmust use 21st century technology to fight crine.
Modern technol ogy can greatly enhance | aw enforcenent | aw
enforcenent's ability to conbat gun viol ence. For exanpl e,
ballistic testing prograns at the FBI and ATF have already
hel ped advance over 16,000 crimnal investigations of gun
crimes in over 40 states.
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Wth effective gun tracing, analysis mapping and i nproved
ballistics identification systens, |aw enforcenent can
solve individual crines, target illegal gun traffickers and
provide a strategic overview of the illegal drug market.

Even 20 years ago when | becane when | first becane a
prosecutor, if we were tracing gun organi zations in Mam,
we could get a piece of information here and a pi ece of

i nformation there, but we could not put it altogether.

Now we can build databases, put in arrest reports, incident
reports, energency room overdose or information, target
where crine is occurring and why it is occurring and we can
be so much nore efficient.

Technol ogy can al so prevent gun rel ated deat hs. For
exanpl e, the nunber of injuries and deaths from acci dent al
shooting will decline if smart gun technol ogy is supported
and expanded.

This technol ogy woul d make guns operate only in the hands
of their authorized owners and it is fascinating to see how
that technol ogy i s devel opi ng even as we speak.

We nust educate the public about the dangers that

I rresponsi ble firearns handling and unsafe storage pose for
children. This education nust take place in every living
room and cl assroomin Anerica.

Today 40 percent of Anmerican househol ds have at |east one
gun and nore than one-third of Anmerican children live in
homes where guns are present. In 13 percent of these hones
about 1.4 mllion homes with 2.6 mllion children, there
are unl ocked firearns that are either |oaded or stored with
ammunition and in 43 percent of gun owni ng hones, there are
guns that are stored unlocked and accessible to children.

There is no excuse for this. Gun owners nust be encouraged
to unload and | ock up their weapons. | actually

I nvestigated and tried to figure out what to do in a case

of a man who had been showing his friends his new custom

made weapon. There are two couples. The one coupl e went
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upstairs to get ready to go out to the gun range.

The husband cane down first. Then the wife. He took the gun
off the shelf. He forgot that he had failed to take the
clip out. He thought he was dry firing, but the clip was
in. He fired, shot through his hand, ran outside junping up
and down, cursing hinself only to cone back in and find
that the bullet had gone through his hand and had hit his

w fe.

She |ived | ong enough to tell the other couple that it was
an acci dent.

No one is immune fromthis and it makes very clear that we
have got to do everything we can to properly protect at
| east our children fromthese weapons.

Fifth, as the attorney general pointed out, we nust
encourage the firearnms industry to work with us to help
reduce gun violence. This industry can do nuch, nuch nore
to help solve our country's firearns and vi ol ence probl ens.

It nmust do a better job of policing its own distributors to
keep guns fromfalling into the wong hands. Gun nakers,
gun sellers can help reduce the illegal supply of guns and
keep crimnals, unauthorized juveniles and other prohibited
persons from acquiring firearnmns.

They can take steps to ensure that firearns are transferred
only to persons who have the know edge and experience to
handl e themsafely. In addition to making its distribution
practices safer, the firearns industry nust do everything
It can to design products to be as safe as reasonably

possi ble, to incorporate existing safety devices on
firearns and to devote significant resources to devel opi ng
new safety devi ces and technology to prevent accidental
shoot i ngs.

Finally, we nust recognize that nost sol utions cone from
the community in which we |ive and when a community

gal vani zes itself into action, joins together across

di sci pl i nes, across nei ghborhoods, across soci oeconomnic
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i nes, we can nake a trenendous difference.

Federal efforts alone will not reduce gun violence. That is
not what is reducing crine in Anerica by itself, but it is
Anerica that is comng together in its communities, the

col l aboration, the | eadership, the innovation that we are
seeing is what is nmaking the difference.

| am confident that together concerned citizens and

dedi cated | aw enforcenent | eaders can greatly reduce gun
violence. In June of 1999, | directed each of the 93 U S.
attorneys across the country to work with state and | ocal
community | eaders to devel op conprehensi ve coordi nat ed

pl ans to reduce gun violence in their conmunities.

No single program or approach can be right for every
community. W have got to design it for Baltinore, for
Maryl and, for the district -- it would be different for
each.

Each U. S. attorney has worked closely with |ocal |aw
enforcenent and elected officials to develop plans tail ored
to that particular community. Each plan is rooted in a
probl em sol vi ng anal ysi s.

It offers innovative strategy that focus on the specific
gun vi ol ence problens faced by the conmmunity. Wat can you
do to reduce gun violence in your conmunity?

Just a few thoughts. You mght start here. This is

prom sing strategies to reduce gun violence. It is done by
the office of juvenile justice and delinquency prevention.
It has got good common sense, tried and tested prograns
that are showing an effect in their comunity.

It profiles a nunber of prograns throughout the nation that
have been effective. For exanple, the book describes
several hospital-based intervention for youthful victins of
gun vi ol ence.

In the East Bay area in Qakland, | went to a hospital to
see a trauma center started by a physician, who was an a
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huge energency room physician, but night after night he had
seen young people cone in, victinse and them cone right
behi nd them he suspected too often cane the perpetrators,
because these were people that knew each other and
general ly got along and then would get in a fight
precipitated by al cohol or sonething else and the problens
woul d escal ate one incident to the next.

He decided that it was tine to intervene now with
counseling, with support nechanisns, with aftercare as the
young person left hospital. I went to the roons to talk to
t he young nen who had been the victins.

They had been victins before in sone instances and they
said we are now beginning to learn. W are beginning to

| earn that we can use conflict resolution skills and ot her
skills to keep us out of trouble to keep us away from guns,
to hel p us resist peer pressure.

The book al so describes gun hotlines which have been
successfully used in many communities to all ow students and
others to report illegal guns in schools and el sewhere.

| woul d encourage you to | ook closely at the book. You can
order a copy today through the Alliance for Justice staff.

Educate yoursel f about your local gun |aws and what your
el ected representatives are doing at the federal state and
| ocal I evels.

Make your views known appropriately. Find out if your
country and your county allows gun shows and if so whet her
background checks are required before guns are sold. If

not, raise this issue with your county | eaders and |let them
know what your community wants with respect to background
checks on anyone who wants to possess a gun. Encourage

t hose who do own guns to store them safely and securely and
tell themto take nothing for granted and | eave nothing to
chance. To reduce accidental gun injury and death anong
children, the departnent is working wiwth the ad council and
national crinme prevention council to devel op a national
public service advertising canpaign to pronote safe and
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responsi bl e gun st orage.

The canpai gn encourages gun owners to store their gun
safely, |ocked and unl oaded so that children and ot her
unaut hori zed users cannot get at them Call your | ocal
media to encourage themto run these ads. If you are
Interested in pronoting this canpaign, call the national
crime prevention council in Washington D.C. for nore

I nformati on.

| dentify partners in the issue. | have tal ked principally
to the young people right now FromlLittleton canme sone
young people to Washington to make sure their voices were
heard. Two of them are seniors and they wondered how t hey
were going to continue on, what they were going to be able
to do when they went away to coll ege. They deci ded, at

| east one of them not to go to college the first year
because they felt so passionately about what they had been
able to develop in terns of gun |legislation and gun actions
that could make a difference.

Each one of you young people can nake a difference if you
becone involved, if you care, and if you refuse to take no
for an answer. Find out what strategies are already
underway in your community and how you can hel p out, get a
group of comrunity |eaders to neet with |ocal gun |eaders

I n encourage themto do what they can to nmake sure that the
guns that they sell in your community do not fall into the
wr ong hands.

|f we step up to the plate, if we refuse to becone

conpl acent, if we pursue these efforts, we can end the
culture of violence in this nation and no I onger wll we
have to be conpared in such outlandish terns, in such
astronom cal terns as the 25 other |argest wealthiest

i ndustrialized nations in the world.

Peopl e ask nme of why | participate in public service, why |
want to be attorney general, although | amgetting ready to
go home to Mam in January and get nmy red truck and drive
across this country and clinb the nountains | did not have
a chance to clinb because | had to be back in Washi ngton
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and talk to people |I have not had a chance to talk to as
long as | wanted to because | had to be back in Wshi ngton.

But | have seen this country in action and | can tell
peopl e why, why everyone should participate. Yes, in public
service you get cussed at, fussed at and figuratively
beaten around the ears. There are sone days when you say
why did | do this to nyself, but after al nost eight years
in office | can tell you why.

This is a great nation with wonderful people, wonderful
young people who want so to contribute and to nmake a

di fference. Each one of us can, each one of us can nake a
di fference and never, ever in all ny 62 years have | ever
been so proud of this nation, its people and particularly
Its young people. It has a great future in your hands.

[ Wher eupon, at 7:45 p.m, the speech was concl uded. ]
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