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Q Good nor ni ng.

ATTY GEN. RENG Good nor ni ng.

Q Good nor ni ng.

(Pause.) Mmhmm (In acknow edgnent.)

ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you. (Laughs.) (Laughter.)
Q Do you have a statenent for us this norning?
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes.

In 1994 Congress passed, and the president signed into |aw,
sweeping legislation to fight crine. The legislation is an
I nportant part of our conmmunity-based crine-fighting
efforts, a strategy that involves working in partnership
with |ocal |aw enforcenent and | ocal communities to inprove
public safety.
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Today, crinme is at its lowest level in nore than a quarter
of a century.

But as | have said on many occasi ons, we cannot becone
conpl acent; we nust continue our progress. And Congress
needs to reauthorize the key crinme-control prograns of the
1994 Crine bill. Today, | want to focus on two prograns
fromthat historic legislation, the Violence Agai nst Wnen
Act and the COPS Program which have contributed to the
reduction in crinme over the past six years.

The Vi ol ence Agai nst Wnen Act sent a clear nessage across
the land that this was going to be a priority, that we were
going to focus together on the issue of violence against
wormren.

Through new crim nal provisions and grant prograns, we have

been able to inprove the crimnal- and civil-justice
systens' response to donestic violence, sexual assault and
st al ki ng.

Si x grant prograns have hel ped ensure the safety of

countl ess wonen by providing victins' services, supporting
coordi nated strategi es anong | aw enforcenent, prosecution,
victins services' providers and the courts, and by creating
centralized sexual -assault and donestic-violence units in
police and prosecutors' offices.

These noni es have been able to be used by states to devel op
shelters to give people a haven, to provide for a one-stop
court center where people are not pushed fromone place to
anot her, and they have been very effective.

The Community-Oriented Policing Services program has hel ped
to put nore police where they can do the nost good -- on
the streets and in our communities. Through the COPS
program we have provided grants to 12,000 | ocal |aw
enforcenent agencies to fund nore than 104, 000 community
police officers. Nearly 60,000 of those officers are

al ready on the beat.

And | ast year, the president proposed the 21st Century
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Policing Initiative, which, if funded, wll continue the
COPS program and put up to 50,000 comunity policing
officers on the beat and provide funding for over 7,500 new
conmmuni ty and gun prosecutors over the next five years.

We are proud of these prograns and believe that both have
really contributed significantly to a safer Anerica. But

t he aut horization of these prograns is set to expire at the
end of fiscal year 2000, in |less than four nonths, and
Congress needs to act now.

| commend Senator Joe Bi den and Congressman Ant hony Wi ner
and all the other hard-working nenbers of Congress who have
I ntroduced bills which would extend the life of COPS and
the Viol ence Agai nst Wonen Program for another five years,
but I amworried that no action has been taken in either
the Senate or the House.

On behalf of Anmerica's citizens, especially abused wonen
and children who have been exposed to violence, | urge
Congress to act and to act swiftly.

Q Ms. Reno, essentially, with the Viol ence Agai nst Wnen
Act, you are calling for the reenactnment of all the
provi si ons except the one which was specifically struck
down by the Suprenme Court in -- Brancala (sp)?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Yes.

Q Wiy has it taken so long to get these 100,000 officers
actually on the streets, not just funded, not just in the
pi pel i ne?

ATTY GEN. RENO There are two reasons for that:

First of all, Congress nade clear; and we have inpl enented
a program where, through automating existing services, we
have freed officers to go to the streets to participate in

comruni ty policing.

The devel opnent of an automated system particularly in
| arger offices, can be a long involved program | have had
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experience in a local office, in a local prosecutor's
office. You start, you test it; it's not testing right, and
you sonetines start over again in order to nmake sure that
you' re spendi ng your noney as w sely as possible. So that
has been one of the reasons for it taking this |ong.

The second is that the recruiting, hiring and training to

ensure good police officers takes tine, as well. So you
have that range; 1'd like it to nove faster, frankly. But |
woul d prefer that the automation, that it be in place -- be

in place in a well-planned effective manner and that the
police officers hired by the grants be well-trained and
pr epar ed.

Q And are you convinced that every comunity that got the
grants, that hired new officers under this program really
needed them and really has used themin the spirit of the
pr ogr anf

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't answer for every one of the 12,000
communities. But | can say, knowi ng how hard it is to get
noney from muni ci pal functions, they are not going to nake
the match for the programunless they really need them

Secondly, we have focused on the nmonitoring function of the
COPS Ofice to make sure that the nonies are spent as

W sely as possible, consistent with community policing
goals. In instances where we find that that is not the
case, we have secured the return of the dollars.

Q Ms. Reno, on that point exactly, you also said the

I nspector general of the Justice Departnent issued a fairly
critical report about sanpling of the COPS grants that were
gi ven out | ast year. There has been no official response
fromthe Justice Departnent.

| have been told that there is a conmttee, under M.
Hol der, that has been reviewi ng these O G reports.

When will that report be avail abl e? When will sone action
be taken on the G -- > ATTY GEN. RENO. | will ask Myron to
give you the latest information that he can as to when the
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response woul d be avail abl e publicly.

And again, | want to stress that this is a continuing
effort both with the nmonitoring function of the COPS

O fice; the 1G has spent considerable tine on the COPS
Program And it's one that we want to nmake sure invol ves
the correct expenditure of dollars.

Q Ms. Reno, sone have suggested that many of the officers
have gone to the streets too early, like in the case of Los
Angel es where they have had so many problens with
corruption, that officers aren't trained properly before
they are put to the streets.

Do you have any new concerns about pushing officers so
quickly to the streets and that may have sone inpact on
et hics and corruption?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have long said, whether it would be the
Border Patrol or other instances, that we nmust nove
careful ly.

Ri ght now for exanple, federal |aw enforcenent has
experienced significant new hiring during the | ast seven
years. And a | arge nunber of federal |aw enforcenent's
agents are young with less than three or four years of
experi ence.

That nmakes it all the nore inportant that we focus on
devel opi ng the best training prograns and at the sane tine,
providing field training officers who are experienced, who
are good teachers and who can make a difference. If the
rati o of young to experienced officers is skewed, then
that's going to skew the training. And it is a delicate

bal ance.

| think training is one of the nost inportant functions in
policing. As |'ve nentioned, it's not just what you | earn
at the acadeny; it's what you learn in the field wwth an
experienced, thoughtful, careful, positive officer.

But | think we can do nore in terns of policing in this
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country in the wsest way possible. 1'd like to see a
greater enphasis in continuing training on problemsolving
policing. For exanple, just for discussion purposes, what

I f we devel oped a program of problem solving where one
experienced police officer, well-trained and wel |l -
experienced in community problemsolving initiatives, took
20 officers and for a week trained them by identifying and
then solving problens. If we train police officers in how
to relate to young ex-offenders who have returned to the
streets, how do we give thema positive nessage, while at
the sane tine properly overseeing their actions?

These are sone of the things that | think we can do better
and we're determned to try to do it.

Qls there any new function that will provide that
additional training in this new authorization, or proposed
aut hori zati on?

ATTY. GEN. RENO The COPS program has contributed to a
nunber of the police integrity initiatives, and we woul d
hope that that could continue.

Q Ms. Reno, do we have any -- do we have the figures for
how much each of these progranms would cost annually, if
they were fully re-funded, in today's dollars?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO. | don't have it right off the top of ny
head, but |I'll ask Myron to give it to you.

Q Any word from-- any anecdotal information fromcities to
say that they'd have to reduce their forces if the federal
funds are not forthcom ng?

ATTY. GEN. RENO. Well, one of the provisions of the grant
Is that you have to provide for sonme continuity and sone --
this is not -- this is to provide | ong-range conmunity
policing initiatives.

Q Ms. Reno, we understand that the 11th Crcuit mght rule

today. Do you have any sense of which way they m ght be
| eani ng?
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ATTY. GEN. RENO | am never so presunptuous. (Laughter.)
Q How is Elian doing, according to your sources?
You know, what -- is he continuing to be tutored?

ATTY GEN. RENO | understand that he is; | understand that
he is doing well.

Q Have you been in touch with he or his attorney or any of
those that are charged with his safety?

ATTY GEN. RENO. No, | have not.

Q This is about six nonths now. How anxious are you to see
a resolution to this?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, | think everyone is anxious to see a
resolution of it, nyself included.

Q Wy? Wiy are you anxi ous now? | nean, you may get a
ruling today. What are your feelings today?

ATTY GEN. RENO | am surprised at your question. | don't
know of anybody who has followed this, that isn't anxious
to get it resol ved.

Q Ms. Reno, what are the possibilities of Elian and his
father leaving this country after a ruling in their favor
t oday?

ATTY GEN. RENO Let's not do "what if"s. I'l|l undoubtedly
be back agai n.

Q This is a procedural matter, though. How quickly, if a
judge orders, a judge rules that Elian does not have the
right to seek political asylum as a legal matter on

appeal , how quickly could that order go into effect and him
be allowed to | eave?

ATTY GEN. RENO It will depend on what the order says.
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Q (I'naudi ble) -- the question. I mean, would you keep a
Justice Departnent departure order on retaining or keeping
Elian in the country, for a little while, to allow the
famly one nore appeal, even if the Appeals Court doesn't
have sone sort of order saying he has to stay in the
country? O would you just leave it to the courts to decide
whet her there should be any nore order keeping himin the
country?

ATTY GEN. RENG It is now quarter of 10:00. In an hour and
15 mnutes, we can discuss this in a far nore intelligent
way.

Q So we'll cone back up here then? (Laughter.)

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know. We'll work it out with Myron
so that everybody has a chance to read the opinion.

Q But does the Justice Departnent have any interest that's
different than court in terns of deferring to the judicial
process?

| mean, in other words, if the court says, "Ckay; you know,
we are going to lift this stay right now and allow Elian to
| eave,” do you have any personal interest, or does the
Justice Departnent institutionally have an interest, in
forcing Elian and his father to stay pending the further
proceedi ngs?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it best to read the opinion and
then nake a statenent.

Q Ms. Reno, what's behind all this speculation is there
have been consi derabl e speculation that there -- if the
ruling is favorable and if the stay is listed (sic), that
there would be a race sonehow to get Elian out of the
country.

Can we at |east assune that as a matter of policy, the
Departnment defers to an appeals court in terns of sone
pendi ng --
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ATTY. GEN. RENO | amdeferring to the appeals court right
now by not tal king too much when the opinion is about to
come down!

Q Ms. Reno, in the time since Elian has been returned to
his father, | know that initially you gave us sone insight

I nto what your thinking was that day. Have you reflected on
it inthe tine since, at all?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Yes.

QAnd if so, how? Whuld you change anyt hi ng?

ATTY. GEN. RENO. Oh, |I'd change a |lot of things, if |

coul d.
Q Such as?
ATTY. GEN. RENO Get the father to -- | nean, the great

uncle to voluntarily transfer the child.

Q Anything within your power? Wuld you change anyt hi ng
that -- any of your decisions, any of your actions?

ATTY. GEN. RENO (Pause.) | haven't -- |'d perhaps word
things differently or sonething |like that, but | feel
confortable with what was done.

Q Ms. Reno, to change the subject? Al right. Ms. Reno,
there's --

ATTY. CGEN. RENO. Are you getting majority votes to change
t he subject now? (Laughter.)

QWwWll, in other press foruns, we basically notify the
press that we're changing the subject and if anybody
objects to that, then we defer.

ATTY. GEN. RENO Well, | never object to changing the
subj ect .
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Q Oh, well, thank you very much. Ma'am what can you say
about this holdup of the $1.3 billion, | believe, in funds
for Colonbia, the anti-drug funds? There's no equi pnent,
there's no funding in Colonbia, and basically things are
just stalled, according to reports. Wiat's wong at this
end? What's wong in the Congress?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO. | would hope that everyone woul d cone
toget her, get the |egislation passed, because there are too
many i nportant issues at stake here. And we have had --

| " ve been inpressed with sone of the steps that have been

t aken by Col onbi a.

W have a nation that wants to try to respond, and we need
to be a good partner.

Q Are you personally | obbying any of the Congress or
anypl ace in the admnistration to speed up the transfer of
t hese funds?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | have not personally done so yet.

Q No?

Q Ms. Reno, Governor CGeorge W Bush of Texas has said he

m ght go for a stay for a prisoner who is scheduled to be
executed so the DNA testing can be doubl e-checked. Do you
have any comment on that?

ATTY. GEN. RENO |I'mnot famliar with the facts of that
case, or the record in that case, so | don't think it would

be wise for ne to connent.

Q Do you have any comrent on his overall crimnal justice
record in the State of Texas?

ATTY. GEN. RENO No.
QWile we're on --

Q Actual ly, on that, one of the things that the Republicans
have brought up in the canpaign -- nore, actually, in
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Congress -- and that Bush has criticized about the Cdinton
adm nistration inplicitly is the enforcenent of gun cases.
It's sonething that's been trotted out every tine there has
been a gun control debate in Congress. They say that, or
they assert, that the Justice Departnent isn't doing a

vi gorous enough job prosecuting gun cases. Wat is your

eval uation of that? Your job?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Wat we have tried to do is focus on the
maj or viol ent organi zations, those that convey the terror,
the horror of crine, and get them convicted and put away
for a very long tine. W have worked with state and | ocal
| aw enforcenment over the | ast seven and a half years to
ensure an effective prosecution of smaller gun cases.

For exanple, in Boston, we have taken certain cases and the
| ocal DA has taken certain cases, based on what is in the
best interest of the community.

In Ri chnond, through Project Exile, the feds have taken
nost of the cases. Laws are different in different states,
and so we have got to adjust. W' re working on other areas,
and we have increased the nunber of gun prosecutions state
and federally.

|"mnot as interested in nunbers as | amin results, and |
think we're seeing results in a reduction in crinme in this
country that | think has occurred because peopl e have put
aside partisan political rhetoric in comunities and have
figured out who can do what best and how it should be done,
and prioritizing their efforts.

Q But as far as targeting the serious gun traffickers, the
study that canme out from Syracuse at the end of |ast year,
found that the severity, the length of sentences, of ATF
cases has actually gone down significantly in the last six
or seven years.

There was sone indication that you were going to | ook at
t hose nunbers back when that cane out. Do you believe that
t hey have an accurate gauge of sentences goi ng down?
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ATTY GEN. RENG | think ATF has suffered sone budget
reductions. I'll ask Myron to give you the details, to make
sure that | am correct.

And | think that has probably well had an inpact.

Q Ms. Reno, we've heard a strong opinion fromJoel Klein on
the Mcrosoft matter. Do you have any opinion that you'd

li ke to express about how M crosoft has conducted itself
and general |y about how it does business?

ATTY GEN. RENO. No. |I'd rather |l et the court decide the
case.

Q Ms. Reno, onthe -- thereis a -- (inaudible) -- on the
paper today; the governnment test-fired a Stinger mssile in
Florida, | think it was a nonth ago, on the TWA 800 case.
Did the Justice Departnent play any role at all? And why in
your opinion, is that being done if the FBI has concl uded
that there was no mssile fired?

ATTY GEN. RENO | just |earned about it this norning in the
paper, as well.

So I'll ask Myron to check into it and try to answer your
guesti on.
Q Do you have just sort of a gut reaction, if you wll, to

this? Were you surprised to see this?

ATTY GEN. RENO Now, you know | am not going to do gut
reactions with you. (Laughter.) I'd just get nyself in
troubl e.

(Laughter.)

Q Ms. Reno, one of the reasons you picked Senator Danforth
as speci al counsel investigating the Waco matter was his
political independence. Sone credible reports indicate that
Governor Bush has at | east approached the senator as a
possi bl e vice presidential candidate this fall and has
asked the special counsel whether his investigation will be
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cleared out of the way in tine for a fall canpaign. Do you
have any concerns that the Waco investigation could be
politically tainted? O has you taken steps to nake sure
that it is not tainted?

ATTY GEN. RENO. | amsure, if it materialized, that Senator
Danforth and | would talk about it and deal with it.

Q Has such a conversation taken place?

ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Has Senator Danforth told you about any contact --
ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q -- from Governor Bush?

Q Wuld you talk to himyourself or -- | nean, | thought
you were recused fromthe matter. Wuld you be able to tal k
to himabout this type of subject, or would you have to
defer to the deputy?

ATTY GEN. RENO W would |look at it and nake a

determ nation, since |'"'mthe one that selected him And |
woul d di scuss with the deputy the issue of recusal and make
a determnation as to who shoul d make the contact.

Q Attorney Ceneral Reno, excuse nme, if I mght return the
subject to Mcrosoft. On April 28th, when the governnent --

when the Antitrust Division first proposed the breakup of

M crosoft, we asked Assistant Attorney General Klein if in
fact the U S. governnent was one of the mainstays of the

M crosoft nonopoly because you know, the FBI has 24,000 PCs
and the Antitrust Division has 11,000 PCS, the INS has --
oh, what is it? -- 23,000 PCs, and they all run on

M crosoft W ndows.

And he said well, that's a matter of procurenent. He
coul dn't answer that.
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And so we're wondering if we could take it to the top with
you.

Do you think it's likely in the future that the U S.
governnment will be procuring other types of operating
systens apart from M crosoft?

ATTY GEN. RENO What we want to do, just aside fromthe

M crosoft case, so |let nme answer your question generally,
I's in procurenent buy the best equi pnent possible at the

| onest price possible to benefit the American taxpayers. W
think we can do that nore effectively if we have greater
conpetition.

Q Ms. Reno, back to TWA 800 just for a nonent. Sitting here
now, do you have any doubts at all about the concl usions of
t he governnent that there was no crimnal activity involved
In that crash?

ATTY GEN. RENO As sure as | can be about anything. But you
al ways | ook for additional |eads or other circunstances.

But | have no reason to question it at this tine.

Q Ms. Reno, if | can sneak one nore in, isn't the
government's purchase of machi nes operating with Wndows
software tacit adm ssion that at |east for the nonent, this
Is the | owest cost and best system for governnent use? |
mean, aren't you tacitly endorsing M crosoft?

ATTY GEN. RENO Under -- | don't want to get into a
di scussion of the Mcrosoft case because | think that
should be litigated in court. But let's go to another case.

| don't think that you endorse sonething by purchasing it,
if that's the only gane in town.

Q There are alternative operating systens.

ATTY. GEN. RENO If that's the only gane in town in terns
of an effective machine, low price, the | owest price
avai |l abl e.
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"1l ask Myron to give you whatever you need in terns of
procurenent policy.

But the whole thrust of the anti-trust effort is to create
conpetition, good conpetition, vigorous conpetition.
Anmerica was not nade the industrial giant of the world by
t he robber barons alone. It was nmade the industrial giant
of the world by conpetition, by encouragi ng new

devel opnents, by encouragi ng young entrepreneurs to break
into the market.

It's the best system|'ve seen so far.
Q Thank you.

ATTY. GEN. RENO Thank you.

Q Ms. Reno --

ATTY. GEN. RENO Yeeesss? (Laughter.)

Q Wul d you have -- there has been another tragi c shooting
in a school close to your hone in Florida, and | wondered
i f you had any comment with regard to how you felt about
that and what it m ght nean?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it's very inportant that we not
junmp to concl usions, because each one of these tragedies
probably has a different origin, different, sonetines
subtle, differences and causes. But what | see are young
peopl e and children crying out for supervision, for
attention, for guidance, for all that it takes to grow up
in a conplex society with so many different pressures on
you. And | think we've got to renew our efforts in that
regard.

Thank you.

END.
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