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FORTY- SECOND COMMVENCEMENT
VWHEELI NG JESU T UNI VERSI TY
ALMA GRACE McDONOUGH CENTER
VWHEELI NG WEST VI RG NI A
COMVENCEMENT ADDRESS OF:
THE HONORABLE JANET RENO
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNI TED STATES
Sat urday, May 13, 2000

(Wher eupon, the within proceedi ngs were convened as
fol |l ows):

HONORABLE JANET RENO. Thank you, Dr. Hawk. Thank you,

Fat her. Thank you for this great honor fromthis very
wonder ful university. My first exposure to the university
was Fat her Acker. | spent a norning with him and | cane
away an admrer. Then | discovered that the Director of the
Bureau of Prisons, with whom| work regularly, is a
graduate. She is one of the finest, nost effective public
servants who runs one of the best agencies in governnent.

Wheel i ng Jesuit, | thank you.

(Appl ause.)

To the students, | say: | hope the next 40 years will be as
fun, as satisfying, as fulfilling, and as interesting as it
has been for nme since | graduated in 1960. But | know from
nmy experience that you will draw strength, and w sdom
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know edge, understanding, and faith fromthis very speci al
institution. These values will be with you all the days of
your life, and | essons |l earned here will guide you through
a world that changes before your eyes. Friends gained here
wll be with you in tinmes of trial for the rest of your
life.

How do you navigate |life? How do you deal with the issues?
One thing | would Iike to suggest to you today is re-

exam ne where you stand with two inportant institutions.
Don't take them for granted; think about them and cheri sh
t hem

| refer, first, to the famly. | renenber ny grow ng up, ny
afternoons after school, and into the sunmertine. My nother
worked in the honme, and she cared for us with all her heart
and soul. She taught us to play baseball, to bake cakes, to
appreci ate Beet hoven's synphoni es. She puni shed us, and she
| oved us with all her heart. There is no child care in the

worl d that would ever need a substitute for what that | ady

was in our life.

As you graduate and as you go forth fromthese wonderf ul
hal | s, think about your famly and put your famly first;
cherish them Figure out, if you have children, how you can
spend quality time with your children because they wl |
grow up before you know it.

As you seek enploynent, find out what the enployer's famly
practices are in terns of Biblical beliefs, in terns of
opportunities to attend your child' s educational prograns,
in terns of having really quality tinme with children.

| think that for too often in these |ast 30 years Anerica
has forgotten and neglected its children. |'ve watched

dedi cated young | awers, |aw enforcenent officials struggle
to make hours neet to have enough tinme to do their job, to
snmell the roses, and to spend with their famlies; make
sure that you have the tinme and that you cherish that tine.

Secondly, don't take your denocracy for granted. Don't take
the freedons of this nation for granted. One of the very
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special privileges of ny service as Attorney Ceneral has
been the opportunity to neet with ny counterparts who
represent you and nerged denocracies in Eastern Europe. You
can sense their pride, their excitenent, their joy at this
endeavor that they are undertaking, but you also | earn of
the frustration and the very difficult chall enges that they
face and that they sonetines do not overcone.

| have had the chance to neet with coll eagues fromol d
establ i shed denocracies who are fighting the evils of sloth
and | ethargy and corruption that threaten to undo what they
hold dear. And | had visited a country, an established
denocracy, one who is now com ng out fromthe tyranny that
swept that denocracy away. | cone away fromall these
occasions in awe of how fragile our freedomis, and how
beautiful, how splendid the institution of denbcracy is; we
nmust cherish, we cannot take it for granted, and we nust
give it our best.

How will you do this? | had a chance to neet with students
bef ore the comencenent began. | was so inpressed with the
variety of interests, the commtnent, the wonderful
questions that | got fromthese students. Let us resolve to
put the energy, the intellect, the innovation, and the |ove
of our country to work, both now and in the future, to
protect and defend and nmake ever stronger the freedom the
denocracy that we hold dear.

What needs to be done? First of all, we nust enforce the
rule of law and do it fairly, nmaking it accessible to al
peopl e; and, therein, lies a challenge. For too nmany people

in this country, they have no access to justice or to the
| aw because they can't afford it. W have got to bring the
people to the | evel where everyone has access to justice
and that justice neans the sanme to all people.

But we nust recogni ze that even though the rule of |aw
gives this freedom we sonetines ignore them W stand
silently by as people speak with hatred. Seek out this hate
wher ever you go, because haters are usually cowards; and
when confronted, they back down. \Wen they are not opposed,
they continue on; and, like Htler, cone into power, even
innmy lifetime, with an evil that cannot be described. And
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when | ask people, "How did you |l et that happen?" They say,
“"We just stood by." Speak out agai nst hate.

But that is not enough. If you don't |ike the actions of
your public officials, don't nunble and gripe about it. Do
sonmet hing about it. Get involved with the political
process. Run for office yourself. Speak out on issues that
you care about. But don't stand by and take our denocracy
for granted. W have seen results of what happens when t hat
occurs around the worl d.

But this is not enough. Qur nation is a governnment of the
peopl e, by the people, and for the people nust be built
upon sonething nore than majority rule, sonething nore than
the rule of law. It nust be built on a strong foundation of
mut ual under standi ng, tol erance, and appreciation for the
wonderful diversity of this nation.

Wt hout these values sacred to our nation, we'll feel
Increasingly alienated. Let it out and ignore, they wll
seek destructive, sonetines violent ways to make your

voi ces heard, ways that do not contribute to the civi

di scourse by which people solve their problenms and generate
new concepts that strengthen our denocracy.

To achi eve understandi ng and tol erance, we the people, the
politicians, and the press nust speak in positive,
constructive, and honest ways about the issues and the
chal | enges that we face instead of constantly criticizing,
har pi ng, and tearing people down and tearing comunities
apart by creating division. We nust enphasi ze problem

sol ving and peacenaki ng; not vindictiveness and spite in
our | anguage, in our actions, and in the way we relate to
each ot her.

We nust focus on the people in our society who have been

| eft out. The best way to do that is to build a community,
to reweave the fabric of comunity around children and
famlies at risk.

Too many of our children go without child care in the
af ternoon. Al though the experts say that zero to three is

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/051300agwheeling.htm (4 of 7) [4/28/2009 10:46:21 AM]



05-13-00: FORTY-SECOND COMMENCEMENT WHEELING JESUIT UN...TY ALMA GRACE McDONOUGH CENTER WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA

the nost formative tine in a person's |ife, the tine of
first |l earned concepts of the Lord, and puni shnent, and
devel opnent of consci ous.

Let us nmake sure that not just some, but all the children
of America have the child care and the edu-care in those
three first very formative years that can give thema
foundati on upon which to grow.

What good are all the prisons going to be 15, 20 years from
now if a child doesn't |learn the concept of the Lord, and
what puni shnent neans as they grow up?

What good are the institutions of Iearning going to be to
these children if they don't |earn the basic foundation of
human response and human action?

Let us go on beyond that and make sure that every single
one of our children has a quality educati on.

Sonmething is wong with a nation that pays its teachers
what it does and pays its football players in the six-digit
figures.

Let us do nore to nake our children free of violence. Crine
Is down eight years in arowin this country, but let us
not becone conplacent. Let us |earn what people at Weeling
Jesuit are learning, that if we use values correctly, if we
provi de a bal anced approach to crine fighting, including
prevention, and punishnent, and active care, and support,

iIf we aimat the evil of donestic violence recognizing that
if we end violence in the honme then we can begin to end it
on the streets and in the comunities of Anerica.

| f we approach the problemof crinme, not with partisan
political rhetoric, but with good commbn sense and

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/051300agwheeling.htm (5 of 7) [4/28/2009 10:46:21 AM]



05-13-00: FORTY-SECOND COMMENCEMENT WHEELING JESUIT UN...TY ALMA GRACE McDONOUGH CENTER WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA

respectful discussion, we can once and for all end the
culture of violence in this nation. Violence, as we know
It, does not have to be.

One group that we nmust reach out to is a powerful wonderfu
group with nmuch to offer. Recently | hel ped build or
rebuild an old honme in St. Louis. | was with young Afri can-
American nmen, sonme of whom had been in prison, and sone who
were trying to avoid going to prison. At first they | ooked
at me like, "What do you think she's doing here? She
doesn't know anyt hi ng about hol ding a hanmer." When the

tel evision caneras left, they thought I mght be a little
nore serious, but when | finally ended up driving three-
penny nails w thout bending them they thought | was really
serious.

And they started tal king; they wanted so to contri bute;
they wanted so to devel op positive opportunity for their
future; they had great w sdom and good t hought.

W have got to learn to respect and to talk to each ot her.
They've got to feel like they can talk to us and we talk to
them wi t h under st andi ng.

When | talk to young people and ask them what can be done
to keep themfromagetting into trouble, they say sonebody
to talk to, sonebody who understands how hard it is to grow
up in difficult circunstances, and sonebody who can give ne
a pat on the back when | deserve it. W can do so nuch if
we reach out and, with respect and understanding, build
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bridges to people that we have not talked to before.

Finally, as we build a community, we nust recognize that
when tension rises and threatens our society, and anger
sweeps a community, we nust take steps not to let it go
further.

| come fromMam, a community | |love, a comunity which
has been hurt. And sone have felt betrayed, others in the
community have felt differently; but there is division
there. It is very inmportant for us all to take the | essons
| earned -- that is being |learned there -- and listen
carefully to each other, and talk carefully and with
respect to each other; not pushing areas that we disagree
I n under the rug, but l|istening, and discussing, and
bui | di ng understanding. This university represents that.

The feeling that | have had here today is the feeling that
| sense across Anerica of people who care so nuch about
their famlies, their community, their nation, who want to
make sure that we live in peace and w th understandi ng.

To the students, you have a great foundation to build on.
w sh you God's speed and the peace, next 40 years, nay be
as wonderful for you as they have for ne.

Thank you very nuch.

### CONCLUSI ON ###
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