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9:31 A M EST

ATTY GEN. RENO Happy New Year.

Q Happy New Year to you.

Q Do you have a statenent this week?
ATTY GEN. RENO No.

Q Ms. Reno, lawers for the Gonzalez famly in Mam say they have
sent a letter to you, asking you to review and reverse the INS
decision to return Elian Gonzalez to his father.

It's our understanding that you reviewed this decision before it was
made public. Is that the case? Have you already reviewed it? | nean,
is this --

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not had a chance to reviewthe letter in
detail. But Comm ssioner Missner did consult with nme prior to making
her decision. And | fully agree with her determ nation that the
father has the legal right and the |egal authority to speak for his
child in immgration matters.

Q Wiy doesn't the United States governnent, the INS specifically,
offer a visa to John Gonzalez to cone to be with his son in the

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/1600avail.htm (1 of 13) [4/28/2009 11:33:47 AM]



01-06-00: WEEKLY MEDIA BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2000

United States and to raise his son in a free | and?

ATTY GEN. RENO He has been extended the opportunity to cone to the
United States to assist in the return of his son to Cuba.

Qls Castro afraid he won't go back if he cones here?

ATTY GEN. RENO As far as | amconcerned, | don't pay any attention
to what Castro says. | aminterested in trying to do what's right
based on the | aw.

Q Ms. Reno, back to Mke's question; in a sense you have al ready --
you are aware of what Comm ssioner Meissner did, as you just said. So
is it -- it's unlikely that you are going to reverse her, is it not?
That's what the letter asks you to do.

ATTY GEN. RENO If there is any information that we are not privy to

-- | never say that | won't reverse nyself. | try to be as open-
m nded as | can. But based on all the information that we have to
date, | see no basis for reversing it.

Q The attorney for the famly nmenbers in Mam was arguing that INS
did not in fact conduct an extensive investigation, that they had
made their decision based on, quote, "two secret interviews" wth the
boy's father. Is it possible that they did not consider all of the
evidence? Is it possible, for exanple, that INS did not adequately
take into consideration the obvious desire of the boy's nother that
the boy grow up in the United States?

ATTY GEN. RENO What they took into consideration is who, under the

| aw, can speak for the six-year old boy who really can't speak for
himself. He has a father. And there is a bond between father and son
that the | aw recognizes and tries to honor. W had no information
that would indicate that that |egal connection, that bond, should not
be honored.

Q Ms. Reno, the boy obviously can't speak for hinself, but sone of
the critics of the decision are saying can you really be sure that
the father is speaking his free wll.

ATTY GEN. RENO W have net with the father and are satisfied that he
I s speaking for hinself.
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Q Ms. Reno, nenbers of the exile community in Mam say they have
intelligence that the father was aware that the nother was taking the
child to the United States, and that the father had applied for an
exit visa to the United States. Have you seen anything that indicates
that's the case?

ATTY GEN. RENO We have no indication that he has applied for an exit
Vi sa.

Q Are you aware of the statenent by Speaker Hastert deploring the INS
deci sion? Have you spoken to Speaker Hastert about that?

ATTY GEN. RENO 1've not spoken to Speaker Hastert and | have not
heard his statenent.

Q Ms. Reno, turning to the arrest in Seattle of a man who was dri vi ng
a car that had explosives in it, and the subsequent arrests of others
that are suspected of being involved with him does the Justice
Depart nent have any idea what these folks were up to, what their
target was, what their notives were?

ATTY GEN. RENO As you know, the case is now pending in the Wstern
District of Washington in Seattle, and as you know, ny policy is not
to speak about pending cases but to |let those cases be tried in the
courtroom

QIt was, however, a subject of nationw de concern. |Is it safe to say
that -- w thout saying what your conclusion is, do you have a
concl usi on about what they were up to?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think we should get into that. | think we
should et the case be tried in the courtroom

Q Do you believe -- is there any information that would indi cate why
Al gerians or -- you know, these fol ks have been tied to the Algerian
G A -- why they would turn their attention from French or French

Al gerians to the United States?

ATTY GEN. RENO It would be speculation, and | don't think we should
specul at e.
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QWll, with New Year's cone and gone, do you think that the main
t hreat has now passed, or do you think that there's just as nuch
reason for concern now as there was a week ago?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think we described the heightened risk that
revol ved around the tine of the end of the m|l |l ennium

But | think it is clear and should be clear to all Americans that the
risk of terrorismwll continue, and that we nust be prudent and
vi gilant and reasonable in our approach.

Q Ms. Reno, away fromthat case and on to the subject of donestic
terrorism The FBI put out a |large report, Project Megiddo report, to
| aw enforcenent official around the country, warning themof all the
groups that could potentially cause trouble at the turn of the year.
So far, that hasn't happened. Wiy do you think it didn't?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that speculation as to why it didn't -- it --
the nice answer would be that there was no threat.

What we nust all do, | think, is make sure that we pursue situations,
consistent with the |law, consistent wth due process; that we take
reasonabl e precautions; that we -- when we have specific information
that can informthe Anerican people, that we advise thenm and that
Anerica proceed in the way it has al ways proceeded, that it won't
back down, that it won't be intimdated, that it will take reasonable
precautions, and that we will see our |aws honored.

Q Because of the fact that there was no serious conputer disruption,
sonme have wondered whether there were -- whether the governnent
simlarly overestimated the potential threat of terrorism Was there,

I n your opinion, a legitimte threat concerning the Seattle case and
domestic terrorismas well? Wre those real threats?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that with respect to the Seattle case, the
facts speak for thenselves in the indictnent.

Q Do you think Seattle --
ATTY. GEN. RENO Wait. Wiit.

QOCh, I"'msorry.
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ATTY. GEN. RENO Wth respect to donestic terrorism we have seen a
terribly tragic exanple of it and other exanples, and it's sonething
t hat we shoul d, again, exercise prudence and caution concerni ng.

Q Do you think the city of Seattle was correct in cancelling their
pl ans?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think that's a decision that has to be nmade by the
| ocal authorities.

Q But based on the information that you have, that you saw?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Again, they have got to look at it fromtheir
perspective, fromtheir |aw enforcenent capabilities, fromwhat they
know, and | think it's a decision that nust be nmade by them

Q Ms. Reno, can you give us a sense of how concerned you were as the
New Year approached and sone of the activity that you were up to, |
guess, as we approached m dni ght on the East Coast? | understand that
you were closely nonitoring things over at the Strategi c Command
Center?

ATTY. GEN. RENO It is an interesting feeling, when you have both the
| ssue of terrorismand the Y2K technol ogy i ssues, to watch history
roll towards you around the world. It's alnost as if you are watching
It unfold with an advance warning. And to ne, it was, as the night
unfol ded, a wonderful evening -- an exanple of people who were not
afraid, who went out to Tinmes Square, who went out to the Mall, who
celebrated |ife and cel ebrated history and cel ebrated the future.

Q Were you concerned about the people as the evening began?
ATTY. GEN. RENO | was proud.

Q Ms. Reno, was there any sense of who is in charge regarding the
Seattle investigation? W' ve had arrests made, indictnments in Vernont
and New York and Seattle. W've got involved now the FBI and nmain
Justice. | nean, who is in charge of the investigation? Howis this
bei ng coordi nat ed?

ATTY. GEN. RENO The investigation and the prosecutions are in
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different districts and the U S. attorneys, the FBI, SACs, are
coordi nating through main Justice and through the FBI.

Q There was a report yesterday, Ms. Reno, that sone of those folks
cane here to see you because they were concerned about which would be
the lead office. Is there sone concern about who is in charge?

ATTY GEN. RENO What we try to do in all these situations, whether it
be situations like Cklahoma City where there are pieces of the

I nvestigation in different parts of the country, where there are
situations where there are four or five districts involved; we try to
bri ng people to Washington to nake sure that the |ines of

comruni cation are clear, that people are coordinating together. And

t hat was the purpose of the neeting yesterday.

Q Wat is the current status with regard to alert -- being on watch
for terrorismin the United States interior? And were there any of
these cells or terrorist cells that were broken up? Was the main

t hrust perhaps broken up by sone of these arrests on the border?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will not specul ate about that. But what | think is
clear, after we see the course of these |ast several years and see
what the indictnent refers to in the Seattle case, is that we nust
al | exercise prudence and cauti on.

Q Wi ch countries have you asked for assistance in this case; | nean,
asi de from France?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the things that | don't do is to say who |
have asked for assistance from because that tips off people as to
what we are | ooking for.

Q Ms. Reno, now that the salvage operation is over for Egypt Air, can
you give us an idea of what's happening with that investigation and
if there is a tinmetable for a decision on whether that will be handed
over to the FBI?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that's appropriate for the National
Transportation Safety Board to comment on since it's the |ead.

Q Ms. Reno, you said you are reluctant to speak about a crim nal
matter. But what can you tell the Anmerican people to reassure them so
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that they don't live in fear, which obviously a |lot of them do or
t hey woul dn't have canceled the celebration in Seattle?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that what the Anerican peopl e have
denonstrated over these | ast weeks is an exanple of prudence,

t hought f ul ness, care. And what | can tell them concerning the
prosecutions is that we are doing everything we can to ensure a
successful prosecution and we are pursuing every |lead, to nake sure
that we first take steps to prevent any possible future act of
terrorism And we can't be successful in that effort, we wll
continue to take steps to see that these people are brought to
justice.

Q How cl osely invol ved have you personally been in overseeing this
I nvestigation of these alleged Al gerian terrorists?

ATTY GEN. RENO Again, | would not corment with respect to who the
terrorists are, since you nake reference to a particular group. But I
have been kept briefed and have been invol ved.

Q Have you been involved in terns of having to deal with FI SA
war r ant s?

ATTY GEN. RENO W woul d not comment.

Q Were you troubled by the fact that had it not been for an alert
Custons i nspector, that several other kinds of explosives m ght have
made their way into the country; there was no advance intelligence on
this, apparently? Do you think that security neasures need to be

| nproved, given that situation?

ATTY GEN. RENO W continually |look at the situation as occurred here
or other situations to see what we can do with the resources we have
to protect the borders.

Q Along those lines, Ms. Reno, as you probably know, a couple of
menbers of Congress say they're concerned that the Border Patrol
hasn't added new agents fast enough or as fast as it said it should
to secure the borders. Has there been a problemthere? And what's the
answer, do you think?

ATTY GEN. RENO The recruitnent of Border Patrol agents is a high

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/1600avail.htm (7 of 13) [4/28/2009 11:33:47 AM]



01-06-00: WEEKLY MEDIA BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2000

priority for the Immgration and Naturalization Service, and they are
constantly reviewing the recruiting process to see what can be done
to fully recruit Border Patrol agents and to fill in for attrition.
That effort is continuing. And we are focused on the whol e i ssue, not
just with respect to the sout hwest border, but all our borders.

Qlsn't there a problem too, if you go too -- | nean, on the one
hand, if you don't go fast enough, people say you're not hiring
enough Border Patrol agents and putting themon the job; on the other
hand, if you go too fast, you end up getting people who aren't fully
trained and fully screened. Are you convinced that everything' s going
about as fast as it can?

ATTY GEN. RENO W would like to be able to recruit nore, and we are
continuing efforts to inprove the recruiting process in every way
possible. At the sane tine, as you nentioned, any police departnent
that hires rapidly and has a ratio of experienced officers to

| nexperienced officers that's quite low, you're going to face
situations of not having enough experience in the field to properly
provide field training for the new officers joining the force. So
it's a bal ance that always has to be neasured by anyone in | aw

enf or cenment .

Q Ms. Reno, the senior Canadian officials came to Washi ngton | ast
week to coordinate the terrorisminvestigation. Can you give us a
sense of the | evel of cooperation now? And is there sonme concern that
the United States m ght not have been as abreast of activity in
Canada in terns of terrorist groups?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think there is a very good working relationship,
and Director Freeh and his Canadi an counterparts are working together
to ensure that it continues to be effective.

Q Ms. Reno, for the last two weeks of 1999, the FBlI engaged a

consi derabl e anmount of its resources to head off possible terrorist
attacks. | think at one point they had every avail able man and woman
engaged. |f sonething had happened, if that had been a failure,
everybody around this table would be asking sone rather close
guestions today. But it didn't. Did the FBI do a good job, or were
their efforts successful in averting possible efforts of terrorisnf

ATTY GEN. RENO | think, fromthe Custons officers who stopped Ressam
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on the border to the FBI here and around the world, to |awers in the

Departnment of Justice, |'mvery, very proud of their efforts.

| think we never know just what we have done, and we cannot -- and |
reiterate, cannot -- be satisfied wth what has occurred. W' ve got
to continue to be vigilant and pursue, as we will, every |ead that

may occur or arise in the future.

Q Goi ng back to Project Megiddo, there was a report this norning that
a nunber of Christian groups apparently are very upset with the FBI
over that report. They feel their nenbership was unfairly fingered as
a potential terrorist threat because of whatever significance they
attached to the mllennium Do you think that their feelings are
justified? What woul d you say to thenf

ATTY GEN. RENO | have not seen the letter or the report or whatever
formit's in, and | would have to see it to be able to coment.

Q Ms. Reno, are you concerned that, from sone groups that -- in the
FBI's zeal to ensure that there was no terrorist activity, bl anketed
the country, as was suggested, with questions, and a nunber of people

wer e detained -- sonme have since been rel eased, sone not, sone held
on inmmgration violations and | oosely in connection, perhaps, too
with the bonbing plot in Seattle -- are you concerned about civil

| i berties issues and whet her an overly aggressive effort may have
tranpled the rights of certain groups who feel they've been targeted?

ATTY GEN. RENO. One of the issues that is paranmount, in nmy mnd, in
situations |like this, as | nentioned to you earlier, was what we do
when there is a heightened risk. And what we did, in terns of
addressing the issues, of pursuing the |eads, of taking appropriate
action, | wanted to do everything possible to nake sure that it was
consistent with due process and with constitutional protections.

Great thought, great consideration, was given to this, and | feel
confortable so far as I know with the process that resulted.

Q Ms. Reno, several of the suspects in Boston were initially picked
up in |l oose connection with this case. The FBI and the U. S.
Attorney's office there have now said that in fact they have no
connection to Ressam Algeria, Seattle, anything involved in this
case and they're just pending inmmgration charges. | nean, was that
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an exanpl e of perhaps you, in the interest of security, had to be too
aggr essi ve?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | won't comment on specific cases and reasons, but |
t hi nk, again, we tried to nake sure that there was a basis, an
appropriate basis, for all the actions taken.

Q Ms. Reno, on another matter, the Al en Bl ackthorne nurder- for-hire
case in Texas. Federal charges have been filed against M.

Bl ackt horne for the nmurder of his wife. Can you give us a sense of
how t he Vi ol ence Agai nst Wnen Act was applied in this case, and
also, why did it take wonen two years since the nmurder to actually
bring these charges?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it would not be appropriate for ne to
comrent, because | don't have the details of the case.

VWhat | will do is ask Myron to give you all the infornmation that
woul d be appropriate considering that it's pending, after we finish
her e.

Thank you.
Q (I naudi bl e.)
ATTY. GEN. RENO (Laughs.)

QI just want to go back to Elian Gonzalez for a m nute and whet her
or not the Departnent is at all concerned that in the tinme between
his transfer to Cuba, what are your concerns for his whereabouts,

whet her he m ght be noved, if you can give us any insight into what's
going on down there in Mam ?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | just hope that everybody concerned deal s openly,
candidly and thoughtfully about this conplex matter, and that we
pursue the law and the facts and do what's right. From ny point of
view, it's a comunity I knowwell, it's a community |I |ove, and |
think it will, in the end, work together to see that justice is done.

Q Can this tear apart this community that you |ove? |I nean, what
| npact does it have to --
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ATTY. GEN. RENO That community is far stronger than sone people who
would try to tear it apart. It is a community that reflects Anerica,
refl ects the hopes and dreans of so many different people who have
come fromso many different places, fromtyranny and from ot her

pl aces.

My father canme in 1923 as a boy who had been born in Denmark. It has

provi ded hope, it has provided opportunity, it has provided argunent

and di scussion and sonetines disruption, but it is a conmmunity that |
think reflects the best of Anerica in terns of people com ng together
in this new century. And we will work through this.

Q Two different issues on Cuba. M. Macetti (sp), a forner Cuban
intelligence officer, testified to, one, drugs being snuggl ed through
Cuba, using Cuban air space and et cetera. These drugs -- the
cooperation was with the FARC, | believe, primarily in Col onbia. But
also M. Macetti (sp) tal ked about how t he Cuban governnent financed
a Wells Fargo robbery in 1983 that was done by the FALN, that Cuba
put up the seed noney for that and then received a benefit fromit.
They were receiving cash, actually, in Cuba fromthis robbery. Can
you say anything at all about M. Macetti's (sp) allegations?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | can't coment.

Q Ms. Reno, one |ast question back to the Cuban situation. How do you
bal ance t he obvi ous passi on of the Cuban-Anerican community in Mam,
whi ch | oves freedom and the need of a father to be with a son? How
do you bal ance that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the | aw has struck that bal ance. And there
may be very special cases, but in this situation the father has
evidenced a real relationship with the son. | don't think anybody
really disputes that. And there is sonething about a six-year-old boy
and his father. There is a relationship that the | aw recogni zes, that
norality and the sense of right of all people recognize. How woul d
you feel if you were told you couldn't do what you wanted and t hat
you couldn't |live where you wanted if you had a six-year-old boy
sonepl ace el se?

Just think about it in the human terns.

And we all think about the issue of freedom And we all hope that the
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day wll cone when this won't be an issue anynore between Cuba and
the rest of the hem sphere.

But this is alittle 6-year-old boy. He has got just his father |eft
in terns of parents. Let us work together to get himthe relationship
that the law and the right suggests is proper.

Q Can | ask two questions of Wen Ho Lee?

The Senate Judiciary rel eased, two weeks ago, the redacted version of
your testinony before the commttee in June.

Now, the Republicans indicated that you had resisted the rel ease of
that testinony. If that's so, can you expl ain why?

And second of all, you had made reference, several points in that
testinony, to connections to the Taiwanese nuclear comunity. Do you
t hi nk that Taiwan should be a focus of the broader investigation into
possi bl e espi onage and | eaks fromthe U S. nuclear comunity?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't have any comment on the testinony.

And the reason we asked for the testinony to be done in canmera was
because it was relating to classified information.

And we have tried to do our best to provide what can be said
consistent wth the | aw.

Q Thank you, Ms. Reno.

(Chorus of thank-yous.)

ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.

Q How soon will you be responding to M. Eig's letter about Elian?
ATTY GEN. RENO As soon as possible.

Q Dd you have a good holiday?

ATTY GEN. RENO. | had a wonderful tinme --
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Q Do you know what they were buil ding?

Q (I naudi ble.)

Q How soon the response to Spencer Eig.

Q Oh -- (inaudible).

END.
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