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ATTY. GEN. RENO Good norni ng.

Q How are you?
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ATTY. GEN. RENO. |I'mfine, thank you.

Q Ms. Reno, a Saudi Arabian national is about to be

extradi ted back to Saudi Arabia. He clainms he would face
possible torture and beheading in Saudi Arabia. Have you
recei ved assurances fromthe Saudis that he will be treated
fairly?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W have recei ved assurances, forma
assurances, fromthe Saudi government that it would fulfill
Its responsibilities under the Torture Convention, and that
we w Il have access to M. al- Sayegh upon his return.

Q I s that ongoing access?
ATTY. GEN. RENO Yes.

Q(Of mke) -- legal proceedings against himthere. Is
there any assurance that he wouldn't be put to death in
Saudi Arabi a?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W have assurances in terns of the -- that
they would conply with the Torture Conventi on.

Q Wiich doesn't preclude their putting himon trial and,
upon convi ction, executing hinf

ATTY. GEN. RENO If it's done in conpliance with the
Torture Conventi on.

Q Did you feel any ethical reservations about this whole
process? M. al-Sayegh, at first, was going to cooperate
with the FBI into the investigation of the Khobar Towers
bonbi ngs. I nstead, he reneged on the negotiation and sought
asylum Now, even though you're trying to extradite him if
he changed his mnd again and said, Hey, |'ll cooperate,
woul d you keep himin the United States?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W intend to renbve himto Saudi Arabi a
and other than that, | can't coment.

Qls the U S. any closer today to solving the Khobar Towers
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bonbing than it was a year ago?
ATTY. GEN. RENO | can't conmment.

Q Can you comment, Ms. Reno, on what's called a "draft
resol ution" on sanctions on the Taliban governnent of

Af ghani stan for giving sanctuary to bin Laden? This is a
matter that both the U S. and Russia now are working on
jointly. Can you say anything about what has noved the U S
governnment to take this to the U N ?

ATTY. GEN. RENG No, | can't conment.

Q Ms. Reno, the National Rifle Association is running some
radi o ads conpl ai ni ng about what they call a | ack of
federal enforcenment of gun laws. And this is being picked
up on Capitol Hill, Republicans saying, W don't need
federal gun | aws because we don't enforce the ones we have
now. What is your response to that line of attack?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Wat we have tried to do is nmake sure that
federal and state authorities work together, determ ning
each, based on its own |laws, what is the best way to handl e
a case consistent with principles of federalism and
consistent with the best interest of the comunity. As a
result, state and federal gun prosecutions have increased
in the |ast several years.

W want to do what's right based not on who gets the credit

or whose turf it is, but on -- a principled decision based
on what is in the best interest of the community. And as we
have seen, crine has cone down six years in a row. | think

progress is being made, but | think it is inportant that we
conti nue and renew our efforts, both with respect to
reasonabl e gun | aws that keep guns out of the hands of
people who are not legally entitled to have them by, for
exanpl e, closing the gun show | oophol e, and secondly, by
maki ng sure that we work with state and | ocal authorities
to handle the illegal - possession-of-gun cases in the nost
appropri ate manner possi bl e.

Q But do you think that this using these federal nunbers
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that are going down, has that attack been effective, and
has it hurt your efforts to try to get better |egislation?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | would trust it would not hurt our
efforts, because it's a sensible approach based on what is
In the best interest of the conmmunity as opposed to a
nunbers gane of who has the nost nunbers.

And furthernore, how can anybody object to a process
wher eby we check to nake sure that a person is legally
aut hori zed to have a gun?

Q Ms. Reno, the president had sonme pretty strong things to
say about the rejection of Judge Wiite to the federal
bench. Do you have any thoughts about it?

ATTY GEN. RENO | was bitterly di sappoi nted, because |
think it is so inportant that we encourage people |ike
Judge White to think that they can rule as they see it
based on the evidence and the |aw, that they can do their
job the right way and that they will have other
opportunities. He has, fromwhat | have heard, a very fine
record, and I'mjust really -- really concerned that we are
not gi ving people such as Judge Wiite the opportunity to
serve on the federal bench, because | think they can bring
t remendous perspective.

Q Do you think he was turned down for racial reasons?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | think that issue has been raised and
peopl e have said that that is not the case. | would not
guestion their notivation. | just think we have m ssed a
wonder ful opportunity to have a distinguished state court
jurist serve on the federal bench.

Q Ms. Reno, the president went beyond Judge White, to
suggest that a nunber of his judicial nom nees have been
del ayed or, in the case of Judge Wite, denied as a result
of ethnic, racial and/or gender bias. You keep score. You
know who's who when they go over there. Wiich -- is he
right?
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ATTY GEN. RENO |'m not going to question the notivation of
people. | just think it is inportant that everybody,

regardl ess of their race, their ethnic background, their
gender, have an opportunity to serve the Anerican people in
all positions of governnment. And | think we nust do
everything we can to ensure that opportunity, and that we
make very certain that there is no discrimnation based on
race.

QIf you saw a pattern, as the president clains to see,
woul d you tell us, or would you say what you just said a
second ago?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't do what-ifs.
Q Ms. Reno --

QWwell, it wasn't a what-if question, | think. Is there a
pattern there or not? | nean, you're the score-keeper.

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it is inportant not to junp to
concl usi ons about people's notivation, |let them speak for
thenselves. | want to concentrate on this particular
nomnation. And | think it's a crying shane that he wasn't
confirmed and that he doesn't have the opportunity to serve
In this capacity.

Q Ms. Reno, is the treatnent of Judge Wite, or has the
treatnment of Judge White and ot her nom nees eroded at | east
a feeling of judicial independence in the United States on
the federal bench?

ATTY GEN. RENGO That's one of the points that I'mtrying to
make. | think it is so inportant that judges be able to
call it like they see it. Let nme give you an exanpl e.
Concern was expressed because he wasn't pro-prosecutor, or
that he was pro-crimnal. The nman had over 60 death penalty
appeals. He affirnmed in, | think, sonme 41 cases.

You don't do that type of decision-making and be consi dered
pro- crimnal.
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Sone of you have heard ne tal k, though, about a case that |
reviewed once in another jurisdiction in Florida, where a
man had been prosecuted, convicted, and sentenced to death
for the poisoning death of his seven children. The case was
affirmed all al ong the way. Subsequently, with the

devel opnent of new evi dence and new i nformation, we

determ ned that he had probably not commtted the crine,
and that he should go free.

There is no one around this table, there is no one in this
nation that wants its judges rubber-stanping | ower-court
deci si ons.

We have got to make sure that judges at every |level of our
governnent feel free and understand that what we expect of
themis that they call it |like they see it and that they
make sure that their rulings are based on the evidence and
the law. That is what the lawis all about -- to protect
peopl e, protect themfrominfluence that's not based on the
evi dence and the | aw

Q Ms. Reno, next week is the one-year anniversary of the
Mat t hew Shepard slaying in Wom ng. Wiy does it seemli ke
t he nonentum has been | ost on hate crines -- the federal
hate crinmes | egislation? And what is so |lacking in the
current |law now that the new |l egislation is needed?

ATTY GEN. RENO One -- there are two reasons why the new

|l egislation is critically needed. First of all, the |law, as
It stands now, says that the governnment -- the federal
governnment will have jurisdiction only where the action

i nvol ves federally protected activities, such as going to
school or going to vote, or sonething |like that.

W have seen instances where it is inpossible to prove that
the hate crine or the discrimnation is based on a
federally protected activity, but it is still a federal
right. And it is inportant that we do everything we can to
make sure that we don't have to deal with this
jurisdictional issue. And the passage of the |egislation
woul d hel p us achi eve that goal.
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Secondly, it affects -- it would provide coverage in cases
I n which sexual preference, gender, and disabilities were
I nvol ved.

And these are anong the nost reported in terns of hate
crimes, and | think it would be inportant to nmake sure
there was coverage in those instances.

|"'mnot sure that nonentumis being lost. | think it is
I nportant for people to hear what's going on around the
country. |'ve had occasion to be in Sacranento at a hate

crimes conference, where the comunity and where | aw
enforcenent is vitally concerned, and where we want to nake
sure that we have a partnership between federal, state, and
| ocal | aw enforcenent to properly address the issues. If we
can secure the anendnent with respect to the federally
protected activity, we can be a better partner in that
effort.

| have been to Los Angel es, where peopl e have spoken out
agai nst hate crines and gathered together to speak out. |
think there is a nonmentumin this country, because people
understand that a crine directed agai nst a person because
of their race, their ethnic background, the fact that they
have a disability, that's not just a crinme against one
person; that's a crinme against the whole group, and nore

I nportantly, it's a crinme against everything we hold dear

I n Ameri ca.

Q Ms. Reno, are the cases of hate crines really on the
rise, or are they just -- are they being better reported
now, especially on sexual preference, crinmes against gays
and | esbi ans?

ATTY GEN. RENO W -- frankly, this is one of the issues
that | have been grappling with. And the Bureau of Justice
Statistics is devel opi ng sone procedures whereby we can
better neasure and nmake sure that we are conparing apples
and appl es, and oranges and oranges, and that it's not a
matter of over- or under-reporting.

Q You're scheduled to attend and were invited to attend and
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speak at the Human Ri ghts Canpai gn di nner this weekend.
was hoping you could briefly talk about sonme of the things
you' ve done related to sexual orientation, at the Justice
Departnment, and al so explain why you have decided not to
enter a brief in the Col orado Arendnent 2 case.

ATTY GEN. RENO | will have Myron speak to the |atter
I ssue, so that | can appropriately reflect the decisions by
the solicitor general and others.

Wth respect to what |'mgoing to coment on Saturday
night, we'll see.

Q On the issue we were -- you were tal king about earlier in
response to questions regarding the pending renoval to
Saudi Arabia, how long could the process last, in your
view, with the appeal that's been made in the 11th G rcuit
to stay the deportation? What's the tine franme under which
the Justice Departnent is operating and the court is

oper ati ng?

How | ong could this go on?

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, | don't think it appropriate to speak
for the court, so | think we need to | ook at what the
court's processes wll be and nake appropriate judgnents

that are based on reasonable tine franes.

Q From your perspective, what is the tine frane, not from
the court's perspective but fromyour perspective? Are we

| ooking at a matter of days, potentially, if you prevail in
a proceedi ngs, or weeks or nonths or years, or what are we
t al ki ng about ?

ATTY GEN. RENO W want to do it in a reasonable tine
frane.

Q(Of mke) -- there's been nore and nore at | east
specul ati on about a connection, an Iranian connection to
the group which bonbed the Khobar Towers. |'mnot going to
ask you specifically about an Iranian suspect, but if the
evi dence leads to an official of another governnent, or
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wherever, wll you seek an indictnent of that official even
If it seens to clash with the current American policy
towards I ran?

ATTY GEN. RENO That's an awful lot of "ifs" -- (laughter)
-- and that is clearly a what-if question and it shoul d not
be answer ed.

QWwell, let me rephrase it. Let nme rephrase it, then. Do
you see any barrier to indicting anybody in this case if
you have the evidence to seek an indictnent?

ATTY GEN. RENO | really don't think it is appropriate to
consi der what-ifs.

Q Can you explain for us what it neans by all ow ng
"access," the Saudis wll allowthe U S. access to al-
Sayegh?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | can't coment other than that.
Q Does that nmean questi oni ng?
ATTY GEN. RENO | can't comrent other than that.

Q The Justice Departnent statenent on Khobar did

acknow edge that the Iranian governnent officials are under
suspicion in the investigation. Wat pronpted the Justice
Departnent to take that step in public acknow edgi ng that
there is an investigation into possible involvenent?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think it's appropriate for nme to
comment ot her than what | have done so so far.

Q Just to be clear, when you said that you intend to renove
him and now that the Wdnesday deadline is past, is it
absolutely too late for himto indicate cooperation? Has he
run out of tinme, period?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comrent.

Q Ms. Reno, what is your assessnent on whether the FALN
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menbers who were recently given cl enency, whether they pose
a continuing threat?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the FBI has spoken with respect to
that issue, and | think their statement is clear.

Q Do you agree with their statenent?

ATTY. GEN. RENO. | would let the FBI's statenent speak for
the -- | think they best describe the existence.

Q Ms. Reno, on the Patty Hearst matter that's conme up in
the | ast couple of days, can you tell us about the contacts
you've had from President Carter on that? And what are the
I ssues that you see as possibly factoring into a
recommendati on on a possi bl e pardon?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | w Il be happy to have Myron give you
what ever information we've had from President Carter, if it
I's appropriate. As | recall, there may be one letter. The
factors that go into it will have to be considered first by
t he pardon attorney.

Q Any personal thoughts, though, on the possibility of that
at this early point?

ATTY. GEN. RENG No.

Q Indictrments were unsealed in the Bank of New York case
this week. What can you tell us about your thoughts about
the pace and the nature of the investigation to date?

ATTY. GEN. RENOG You know | don't coment on --

Q I"'"masking you for a comment on the fact that the Justice
Department decided to unseal these indictnents at this
time, and does that indicate that there's a -- | nean, it
seens like this investigation may be going faster than many
of us woul d have thought.

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't comrent on the speed of
I nvestigations because | never know what | will find and |
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never know how long it will take.
Q | have another one for you.
ATTY. GEN. RENO All righty.

Q The --

Q (Laughs.) Go ahead, Bill.

Q The drug czar, M. MCaffrey, has an editorial in the
Washi ngton Tinmes this norning, basically decrying a
conference at the CATO Institute here in Washi ngton where
Gover nor Johnson of New Mexico will basically be the |ead-
off guy in a conference on |l egalization of drugs. And |
just wondered if you had seen the article of M. MCaffrey
and if you stand behind him 100 percent in fighting this

m si nformati on about | egalization? And then finally, |
woul d ask where do you stand, can you tell us, on the D. C
ref erendum on marij uana?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Wth respect to Governor Johnson's
comrents, | have not heard themin their entirety, so
can't respond specifically to them and | have not seen
General McCaffrey's editorial or comrentary, so | can't
respond directly to it.

| will say that with respect to |legalization, there are
sone that cry for legalization because, they say, efforts
have not worked.

| think it is inportant, however, that we focus on the
efforts and that we take it in a conprehensive way, first
of all making sure that our children have the educati on,

the support, and the structure around themthat wll give
them the opportunity to say no to drugs, to reject
pressure, and to have a strong and positive future. | think

It inportant that we expand on efforts focused on

I ntervention, early intervention, when a person is first
arrested. And through drug courts we have done so nuch
usi ng the carrot-and-stick approach that permts themto
get into to a treatnent program but they have to test
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regularly for drugs, and any positive tests or other

viol ations of the conditions of their program would cause a
sanction to be inposed. Those drug courts have expanded
across the nation and are having a far greater effect than
t he absence of a drug court.

| think it is inportant, if people continue to abuse drugs
or totraffic in them to get firm fair penalties that fit
the crime. And then I think it is inportant to bring people
back to the community, controlling themso that they wl|
have a chance to get off on the right foot, have the
opportunity at job training and placenent, so that they can
get into productive, positive undertakings and have a
future. | think we need to do nore in that regard.

Q Yes, but would you be behind or standing with Barry
McCaffrey on the "l egalization becones a drug disaster” in
Anerica? Do you believe that that's what woul d happen with
| egalization and fromstate to state?

ATTY GEN. RENO |'mvery much opposed to | egalizati on.

QI know you are. And what about this referendumin D.C ?
Wul d you ask community-m nded citizens in D.C. to vote it
down?

ATTY GEN. RENG Wiich referendum are you --

Q There's a referendum on | egalization of marijuana for
nmedi ci nal purposes --

QIlt's already passed.

ATTY GEN. RENO It's already passed.

Q Ch, it passed?

QIlt's passed.

QOh, is it in effect?

Q No, Congress hasn't allowed it to go into effect.
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Q Oh, okay. So where do you stand with regard to the
Congress --

ATTY GEN. RENG |' m opposed to it.

Q You're opposed to it?

ATTY GEN. RENG |' m opposed to | egalization.
Q Gkay. Thanks.

Q For nedicinal purposes as well ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it is inmportant that that be
determ ned by scientists and by nedical experts. And we're
I n the process of having appropriate testing done and study
done.

Q At the Justice Departnent?

ATTY GEN. RENO No. The governnent and other are, to see
whet her there are nedicinal properties that are unique to
mari j uana.

Q Ms. Reno, there was a report this norning about the chief
of the FBI's National Infrastructure Protection Center
conplaining that he is understaffed, that he -- a | ot of
the FBI agents that have been assigned to the NI PC have
been pulled off to go chase Chinese influence over
political canpaigns and things of that matter.

Do you think the NI PC needs nore resources? Is the
adm ni stration taking the threat of cyberattacks and
cyberterrorism seriously enough?

ATTY GEN. RENO This is one of my highest priorities, and |
want to make sure, and have been working with Director
Freeh to make sure, first of all, that we have sufficient
personnel with the cyber expertise necessary to match wits
with the bad guys. This is a very difficult undertaking
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because right now there are a [imted nunber of people in
this country with that expertise, and when | see stories in
t he paper tal king about what a 17-year-old or 18-year-old
conputer whiz just out of high school can make, | realize
that 1"'mnot very conpetitive with them

So we're exploring ways of attracting people to the bureau,
maki ng sure that we devel op the expertise. And in addition
to the expertise, making sure that we develop a systemt hat
w Il enable both the federal governnent and state and | ocal
officials to share equi pnent that is expensive, that
doesn't have to be duplicated fromone jurisdiction to
another, and that can be utilized by both federal, state
and | ocal governnents and | aw enf orcenent.

| happened to be in San Di ego recently and saw a wonder f ul
exanpl e of just how that can work. It was a conputer
forensic lab in which federal, state and |ocal officials
from San Di ego County, the city of San Di ego and sone
surrounding nunicipalities, along wwth state officials,
were working together with the federal governnent in a |lab
by whi ch equi pnent and expertise were shared, equi pnent and
expertise that was essential in being able to search

conput ers.

Here is another factor that we've got to consider. Up until
recently, if we wanted to get the drug deal ers’

I nformati on, we knew pretty nmuch froman informant or from
sone associate that he kept all his records in alittle

bl ack book, so we could get a search warrant because we had
probabl e cause for the little black book. Now if he has a
conmputer with all the information in it, we've got to be
able to search that conputer, pursuant to an appropriate
court-authorized search warrant. And that |aboratory is
bot h devel opi ng the forensic standards for introduction of
evi dence and sharing the expertise necessary to effect such
sear ches.

So there are a nunber of areas that we have got to continue
to address and it is going to be a real challenge, but I
think it's one of the nost inportant chall enges that we
face.
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Q Ms. Reno, quickly, on that topic, the NSC is proposing a
federal CyberCorps to offer noney for school in exchange
for four years of governnent service as a conputer
scientist. Did you have any input into that proposal ? And
If it comes about, are you trying to nmake sure that your
agency gets its fair share?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Yeah, | did. (Laughter.)
Qls this your idea?

ATTY. GEN. RENO No, | won't claimcredit for it, but what
| -- with so many people not having -- | nean, people ny
age and even peopl e sone of your ages -- not that many of
us have conputer qualifications. And in this transition
period, as this nation becones conputer-literate and adept
at all age levels, | think it is inportant that we do
everything we can to encourage people who have the
aptitude. And what |'d thought about was the four years of
college in return for three years of commtnent to the
federal governnent. Another -- or a master's, another two
years -- add another year or two, and for a Ph.D. add five
years to the original four.

But it is also encouraging to ne to see sone wonderful work
bei ng done by sone very talented agents around the country,
and the jobs here are really extraordinary. You've not only
got to be the conputer whiz, but you' ve got to be the

per son who understands what's necessary for a search
warrant, what you can do if -- what type of evidence you
have to have, what the standards are, and then, if we're
going to prosecute the case, we've got to have prosecutors
wth the sane abilities. So | do hope we get our fair
share.

QWwWll, as | understand it, the CyberCorps is only -- at

| east in the beginning, is only |Iooking at 300 people each
year, which would be spread out over 42 non-DOD agencies. |
mean, what kind of an inpact wll this have?

ATTY. GEN. RENO. Well, one of the things that we want to
explore is how we identify agents with the aptitude and the
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interest in this area, how we identify prosecutors with the

aptitude and interest -- and it really is gratifying to see
how many have that capacity -- and then get theminto
special training prograns that will prepare themfor this
wor K.

Q Ms. Reno, M. Vatis said that he had resources, that he
had agents, but that they were pulled off. He now has fewer
people to investigate cybercrines and cyberattacks and
cyberintrusions than he had six nonths ago. Do you see nore
agents going there in the near future, or going back to the
NI PC?

ATTY GEN. RENG 1'Il have to reviewit wth D rector Freeh
because | want to nake sure not only that the National

| nfrastructure Protection Center, but the whole capacity of
the Bureau to investigate cyber-crine, to provide for
forensic expertise in the investigation of cyber-crine,
that that effort is properly staffed by people who are
sophi sticated enough in conputer technology and in the | aw
to be able to match wits with the bad guys.

Q On the subject of resources, you have a very active Anti -
trust Division. This week it becane apparent that they're
goi ng to have another nassive investigation, probably, into
the Worl dCom nerger, this on top of Mcrosoft and -- well,

| ots of other things. Have you tal ked with M. Kl ein about
t he Worl dCom nerger proposed? And have you talked with him
about the resources needed by his division?

ATTY GEN. RENG | have not tal ked with himabout the
details of the merger. | have tal ked with hi mabout
resour ces.

This is always a recurring i ssue with the conponent heads
and nyself, and we continue to try to do what we can to
make sure we have the resources to address matters of
concern.

Q Thank you.

ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.
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Q Thank you very nuch, na'am
ATTY GEN. RENO Have a good day, everybody.

END.
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