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Q Good norni ng.
ATTY GEN. RENO Good nor ni ng.

Last night, a gunman wal ked i nto the Wdgwood Baptist Church in Fort
Wrth, Texas. He opened fire on the worshi ppers and he shattered a
yout h prayer service. Thirteen people were shot. H's gunfire killed
seven. The thought of gunfire in a place of worship should be

| nconcei vable. But for famlies, for others, |last night the
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| nconcei vabl e becane a reality.

As a nation, we are profoundly touched by these tragi c deaths and by
the pain of the innocent victins, their famly and friends, the
congregation of the Wdgwood Bapti st Church, and the community as a
whol e. Qur hearts go out to all of them

The FBI has been on the scene since |ast evening, lending its
assistance to the local authorities. W have offered conti nued

assi stance to the Fort Worth police and to the mayor of Fort Worth.
We are prepared to assist in any way that we can.

In 1999 al one, we have watched as innocent people were gunned down
whi | e attendi ng school, while wal king home froma church or
synagogue, while playing at a sumrer canp, while working in their
offices, while delivering mail, and now while worshipping in their
chur ch.

This norning we have many nore questions than answers about | ast
night's tragedy. W will search for those answers and try, as anot her
comrunity nourns its dead, to find a way to end this type of

sensel ess and destructive violence. It is going to require the

comm tnent of all Anericans to |ook at the issue of how we handl e
guns, of how we deal with nental illness, of how we deal wth hate.
We don't know what the situation is here, but all of these events cry
out for America to cone together and to address themin an effective,
per manent manner.

Q Ma'am it was reported that this gunman spoke out in hateful terns
agai nst the Christian worship, against the Christians that were there
before he began his shooting. It is too early to call this a hate
crime, a religious hate crine?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's too -- we nust get answers and nust nove
carefully to nmake sure that we understand exactly what happened so
that we can take the nost effective action possible. W should not
junp to concl usions.

Q Ms. Reno, these shootings seemto occur wth sickening reqgularity,
especially this year, as you pointed out. Each tine there seens to be
sone inpetus to do sonething about the availability of handguns in
this country to people who shouldn't have them |s there anything
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about this latest incident that's going to break this | ogjam which
will --

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it is inportant that we find out exactly what
happened, what the weapon was, how it was purchased or how it cane
into his hands, and take whatever steps are appropriate. But | would
stress that right now we should just find out what happened and why.

Q He reportedly -- apparently had a 9nm handgun, as well as a 380
sem automatic with about nine clips of ammunition. Again, each tine
sonething |ike this happens, there seens to be sone inpetus in this
country to do sonething about the wide availability of handguns,
especially for people who shouldn't have them This inpetus gets worn
out in political haggling. Is there any sign that this | atest

i ncident is going to break the |ogjan?

ATTY GEN. RENO | woul d hope that people would | ook not just at what
handguns have done to Anerica this year, not in the context of this
case, but what handguns have done to Anerica over the |ast many
years, and that this nation would listen to its people, who again and
again cry out for making -- asking governnent to nake sure that we

t ake reasonabl e steps to ensure that guns are not placed in the hands
of people who are not lawfully entitled to have them

But in the context of this case, |I think we nmust see just what
happened and make i nformed judgnents.

Q Do you know in general what the FBI is doing down there, how
t hey're assisting?

ATTY GEN. RENG No, | don't.

Q Also, did you see Senator Hatch's commttee put together a report
basi cal ly conpl ai ni ng about the |ack of |aw enforcenent of existing
gun rules? Did you see that report, by any chance?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | haven't. But this is a concern that Senator
Hat ch has expressed on a nunber of occasions, and | assune the report
I s sonmewhat the sane. So we'll take a look at it.

But what we have tried to do is to make sure that we use our
resources in partnership with state and |local officials and nake the
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best judgnent we can as to who does what best.

Is it better to handle the case in federal court? Is it better to
handl e the case in state court? It will depend on the state |laws. It
wi ||l depend on the state's capacity. It wll just depend on the type
of crinme. And if we work together without regard to turf and credit
and nunbers, but with regard to what is in the best interest of the
community and public safety, | think we can nmake a real difference.

Q Are you concerned -- the conference conmttee hasn't even net yet
on the gun issue. Are you concerned about progress or |ack thereof?

ATTY GEN. RENO | just hope the Senate has cone up with a proposal
that seens to ne to nake common sense, to close the gun show

| oophol e. And | hope that we can work together to fashion sonething
that at | east begins to address the problem

Q Ms. Reno, you talk about nmental illness and guns in the sane
breath. Then you tal k about the gun show | oophol e.

But how can you stop people -- and since there's been so many
shootings recently by people who are obviously disturbed -- to stop
themfromgetting weapons if they don't have a crimnal history or
have been institutionalized in the past? How are you going to keep
t hose people fromgetti ng weapons?

ATTY GEN. RENO One of the points that |'mcareful to stress, as |
have, is that with respect to the specific case, let us not junp to
conclusions until we know what the circunstances are.

| address the issue of nental illness and the issue of hate-
notivated crine because it is clear that in sonme instances people do
t hi ngs because they are nentally ill. And this nation has cone a

|l ong, long way in learning howto treat nental illness and how to do
It so that it can have an inpact on a person's life in the right way.
| think it is very inportant that we again renew our efforts in that
regard as well.

Q Ms. Reno, is it tinme to consider repealing or revising the Second
Anmendnent's right to bear arns?

ATTY GEN. RENO The Second Anendnent is there; what is inportant is
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to use the authority we have under the Constitution now to nmake sure
t hat people who do not know how to |awfully and safely use and
possess a gun -- that they're not permitted to do so.

Q Ms. Reno, there was an incident in this area wthin the |ast week
wher e sonebody who wasn't supposed to get a gun got the gun and then,
| guess, shot his two children, killed them which you may have seen
in the papers -- because of an admnistrative slip-up.

Now -- had there been a seven-day waiting period, there would have
been a chance to perhaps |ook at that. Maybe that woul d have
happened. Do you think a seven-day waiting period, which we used to
have, woul d be nore effective than the policies we have now of

| nst ant Check?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant that we have enough tine to
provide for an appropriate check. Again, you can cite an

adm nistrative slip-up here or there; no lawis going to be perfect
in terns of its coverage.

Q Ms. Reno, many of these shootings have, as a conponent, the random
nature. What really can be done about sonmeone who just decides to
wal k into a public place and commt an act of viol ence?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that's why it's so inportant for us to | ook
at just what happened; not wth political rhetoric, not with enotion,
but wth a firmdetermnation and a firmbelief that, if we work
together, if we use the latest information avail able, we can nake a
difference in sone cases.

Now, we can't nake a difference in all. W can't prevent every crine,
and we know t hat.

But, "Are there warning signals? Could sone step have been taken?
What coul d have been done at an earlier age?

How did this -- if it's hate, how did hate becone a factor in this
person's life? Is it nental illness? Wat precipitated that? Wat
coul d have been done? Could treatnent have been avail abl e? Wat are
the aws? How can they be inproved?" These are the questions that we
shoul d be aski ng.
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And | think one of the things that we have done in these | ast several
years is recognize that crinme is always going to be an issue. It has
for every community, every group of people in the history of the
world. But if we work together, if we use the latest information
avail able, if we use appropriate research, we can nake a difference

I n sone instances. And we -- yes, you're right; there are going to be
random exanples -- but in some we can nake a difference.

Q How concerned are you that -- as you nentioned in your opening
statenent -- that sone of the targets have been sone of the pl aces
t hat have been held as safe -- schools, churches?

How concerned are you about the fact that these people seemto target
pl aces that are nost vul nerable?

ATTY GEN. RENO | am concerned. But | also go back to the fact that

t here have been parts of our community who have been subject to

vi ol ence and gunfire and deaths of small children sitting on front
porches, that you would hope wth all your heart would be safe. It's
not just schools, it's not just churches, it's Anerica, it's hone.
And if it's -- for exanple, donestic violence -- let's not stand
there and wing our hands, let's renew our efforts and recogni ze t hat
we have begun to do so nuch to end violence in the hone. That shoul d
be one of the safest places of all.

Q What do you do as attorney general to at least -- in the absence of
gun control laws or actual neasures to get guns out of hands, what do
you do as attorney general to at |east assure the Anerican public
that they can go to school, they can go to church wi thout fearing
this kind of thing?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | have tried to do is never prom se sonething
that | can't deliver to the Anerican people.

And | have always told them you can never prevent all crines, neither

can you create a situation -- and | don't think nost Anericans want
to create a situation where they live in arned fortresses or go to
school in arnmed fortresses. The bal ance -- the bal anci ng of

limtations on freedomw th public safety has al ways been one of our
great chall enges, and how do we do it? It's a very difficult issue.

One of the long-termsolutions, though, | think -- and you've heard
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me say this before -- is let's find out why. And then, | think in
many instances it can be traced back to how that person was raised.
Were they raised with the supervision and the support needed? Wat
can we do at an early date to identify problens and take constructive
steps to deal with theminstead of waiting, as for too | ong we have
in this country, to see a child grow up wthout preventative nedi cal
care, only to have the consequences down the line of nmuch nore
expensive tertiary care that is -- deals with an already debilitating
I 11 ness or disease. What can we do to give children confidence and
supervi sion and | ove, and how can we hel p them devel op the concept of
consci ence and puni shnent and reward so that they understand how to
sol ve problens w thout knives and guns and fists?

| know full well, having been a prosecutor for 15 years in Mam,

t hat human beings are always going to do, in sone rare instances,
horrible things. But I think we can nake a difference. W have seen
crime cone down in this nation. | know it can go up. But | believe we
can continue to have an inpact on these probl ens, never assuring the
Ameri can people that we can prevent every crine, but we can have an

| npact if we use our know edge, use it together, get rid of the
political rhetoric, stop |ooking at nunbers and start | ooking at
human bei ngs and what we can do to give them strong and positive
futures.

Q Who shoul d be doing that kind of research? Wio should be driving
t hose studies?

ATTY GEN. RENO There are nmany people doing the research. And
sonetinmes the research cones in pieces, and sonetines it cones in
nore conprehensive analysis. In the Justice Departnent, for exanple,
the Ofice of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention is | ooking
at what's working and what's not working, and providing for

eval uati on.

The National Institute of Justice has done sone trenendous work in
this regard. Others, in ternms of private organizations, are providing
for good anal ysis of what works and what doesn't work.

Soneti nmes, though, it's a matter of faith and of bringing people

t oget her, because you can find pieces -- you can say: This works, and
drug courts work, and this particular programworks. But in the |ong
run, they won't work unless communities cone together and reweave the
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fabric of comunity around children and famlies at risk. W won't
prevent all the crine. There wll be that random terrible act. But
| et us not just say we can't do anything. |I think we can nake a

di fference.

Q Ms. Reno, on a different subject, yesterday a spokesman with the
Justice Departnent called the death of Mario Ruiz Massieu a suicide.
| wonder if there's going to be any follow up? Is there going to be
an autopsy or will there be any other follow up on his death?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know what will be done on it. But what |
woul d ask is that Myron give you whatever infornmation we have on it
afterwards, in terns of follow up, autopsies and the |iKke.

Q On another matter, on Waco, will there be additional recusal s? Has
t here been any deci sion regarding that question?

ATTY GEN. RENO. You should check with M. Hol der.

Q Ms. Reno, on the WAco matter and -- there's been a ot of talk the
| ast few days about the FBI crinme lab report and the m ssing 49th
page. What's your explanation, your understanding as to how that page
canme to be omtted fromthe report? And how do you answer the
Republican charges that it perhaps was intentionally omtted?

ATTY GEN. RENO Since it's been provided to sone of the defense
attorneys -- and | don't think it's intentional in any way -- but
what |'ve wanted to do in this whole undertaking is | et Senator
Danforth address these issues wthout comment from ne.

QM. Reno --

Q Ms. Reno, in regard --

ATTY GEN. RENO This gentleman hasn't had a --
Q Go ahead. Sorry.

Q Thank you. In the case of Mario Ruiz Massieu, | would |like to ask
you, what is going to happen now with the case, and what w || happen
with the $9.9 million that were seized under this investigation? Do
you believe the famly will be able to recover that, or what wl|
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happen?
ATTY GEN. RENO We wll reviewit in light of his death.

Q Have you tal ked to the Mexican governnent, or did they talk to you
about this case?

ATTY GEN. RENO. No, | have not.

Q Wth his suicide, the case is closed, that investigation against
M. Ruiz Massieu?

ATTY GEN. RENO W will take whatever action is appropriate, based on
t he circunstances that have now devel oped. And we will -- other than
that, | don't think | can say anything inforned at this point.

QHe's -- the awer of M. Ruiz Massieu have nentioned that the
Justice Departnent was harassing this fornmer Mexican official and

t hat he was conpl ai ni ng about these 25 charges presented agai nst him
I n Houston. Can you tell us sonething about it?

ATTY GEN. RENO | can't tal k about the charges, other than to refer
you to the public record.

Q Thank you.
ATTY GEN. RENO Yes, sir?

Q Ms. Reno, how nuch has your ability and effectiveness to function
as the attorney general been conprom sed by the WAco controversy?
When there's a shooting in Texas and when you speak out, how
concerned are you that people can't or wll or won't feel the sense
of | eadership that you were once able to provide after your own
credibility, as you say, has been damaged by the events of --

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't think the Anmerican people |ike people who

i dentify a problemand then run fromthe problem and say, "I'm not
going to have, you know -- |I'mout of here." | think the Anerican
people like to have their |eaders understand that there are going to
be probl ens.

And when there are, you focus on them you see what the problem was,
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you see how it arose. And then if that person has done sonething
wrong, they should be held accountabl e.

Q Ms. Reno, inregard to the clenency issue, the Puerto Rican
cl emency issue on the freedomfighters, what is the current
adm nistration position in terns of providing information to
Congr ess?

ATTY GEN. RENO | understand that the Wite House has just advised

t he House committee that the president will exert executive
privilege. It just cane in just before | cane out. So rather than
comrent further, | think we should see exactly what the situation is.
And Myron will be able to provide you nore accurate informtion.

Q Wuld that in any way affect the Justice Departnent's ability to
provi de w tnesses, both for Burton's commttee and for the Senate
si de?

ATTY GEN. RENO | am not sure just what the status of it is, and so |
didn't want to mslead you. But | think it would be better for Myron
to provide you with any information that he can, afterwards.

Q Ms. Reno, | had another question on Puerto Rico, although on a
di fferent subject.

ATTY GEN. RENO | amsorry? | can't hear you.

Q| have another question on Puerto Rico, although on a different
subj ect on Puerto Rico, on -- for the island of Vieques, wth the
Navy testing ground for bonbing.

Apparently, there's sone protestors who have been on that island for
quite sonme tine. And sone of themare actually renoving ordnance from

the island, illegally. And according to an FBlI statenent here, the U.
S. attorney down there, a Jorge Vega, is refusing to prosecute these
peopl e, thus making it difficult for the FBI -- (laughs) -- to

conduct its investigations.

Do you have any comment on that -- or explain why he is refusing to
do this?

ATTY GEN. RENO | would not comrent on what future | aw enforcenent

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/avail91699.htm (10 of 14) [5/8/2009 2:50:02 PM]



09-16-99: WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1999

actions the governnent m ght take, but we are nonitoring the
situation very carefully in close consultation with the Navy.

QBut -- | nean, it is illegal for these people to be, (A there, and
(B), to be taking ordnance. Shoul dn't sonebody be doi ng sonet hi ng
about that?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | indicated to you, we are nonitoring the
situation closely. W are scrutinizing it. And | can't coment on
what action m ght be appropriate, other than to say we woul d take
what ever action woul d be appropri ate.

Q Ms. Reno, the commbn denom nator in all these horrible incidents
has been guns. Should Anmerica have a gun czar |ike they have a drug
czar? | nmean, how do you bring the American people together on this?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think the Anerican people are together on it.
Wherever | go, when sensible gun legislation is discussed, people
speak out with a |ouder, |onger voice than they do on many ot her

| ssues, and | just hope that their voice is heard.

Q Ms. Reno, back to Waco for a second. | believe earlier in the week,
Congr essman Waxman, a good, card-carrying Denocratic, released
docunents that said that people in the Justice Departnent may have
known about the use of mlitary CS gas. | wonder why you haven't
revised your earlier statenents that said that you may have been

m sl ed by the FBI, but haven't addressed the disclosures that people
in this building, people who have worked for you for years, may have
kept this information fromyou or may not have brought it to your
attention?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think you used mlitary CS gas. And what is of
concern is whether there was any incendiary or pyrotechnic device
used, because | had asked for and received assurances that it would
not be used. | think one of the issues is, what did people understand
mlitary CS gas was?

And so ny whole point still stands, that it is inportant for
everybody to I ook fromtheir vantage point as to what they knew and
didn't know. But the clear point is that nobody has -- that reflected
this information and sent it to the HlIl has tried to keep it from
people. | think it is very inportant for Senator Danforth to have the
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opportunity to pursue it in an objective way, | ook at the whole
pi cture and make his judgnments accordingly.

Q Ms. Reno, wll you all participate in whether or not to recuse the
civil lawers fromthis departnment fromthe Branch Davi di an w ongf ul
death suit? WIIl you have anything to do with that decision?

ATTY GEN. RENO |I'm-- wll address that issue, as it arises, wth
M . Hol der.

QIn the case of Mario Ruiz Massieu, are you aware of the possibility
that he wote a letter directed to the Mexican and U S. governnent

expl aining the reasons of his suicide?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know anything about that, but if Myron has

i nformation on it that can be released, |I'll ask himto provide it
for you.
Q Ms. Reno, | didn't understand your answer to the question just

before that one. If | understood the question, it was: D d you
participate in the decision for the recusal earlier this week in
Texas? And then your answer was that you were going to discuss that
with M. Hol der?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, | said you should discus that with M. Hol der
because in nost instances we -- U S. attorneys' offices will recuse

I n a nunber of instances. That's usually done through the deputy's
office, usually done with career |awers in the deputy's office, as |
understand it. And | never see it.

Q So you were not involved in that at all?

ATTY GEN. RENO | heard about the request, but it was handled as the
usual procedures for recusal are handl ed.

Q Now the issue is, well, given that recusal, noww || the | awers
who are participating in the wongful death suit --

will they have to be recused because they may be wtnesses in this
i nquiry?

ATTY GEN. RENO And you should check wwth M. Hol der.
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Q Ckay. And would you be involved at all in that decision?
ATTY GEN. RENOG | don't know.

Q Do you intend to provide a deposition to the plaintiffs' |lawers in
t hat wrongful death suit?

ATTY GEN. RENO That depends on whet her they want ny deposition.
(Laughter.)

Q On another question, in the |last week -- docunents that were
provided earlier this week, in hindsight, if you had known that there
were docunents in this building, sent to Congress, naking clear
reference to at least mlitary rounds, munitions, would you have sent
the marshals over to the FBI to seize that videotape, if you had
known that there was evidence right here in this building?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | think people are confused about is -- or were

unaware of -- is that the judge had entered an order saying that the
mar shal s office was responsible for the security of evidence. It
seened -- and the FBI agreed with this process -- it seened, in |ight

of that order, to have sone consistency, that it would be appropriate
for the marshals to do it. It didn't have anything to do wth the
other issues. It's just trying to keep the evidence together in an
orderly way.

Q Ms. Reno, a spokesperson for the Davidians |living on the conpound
stated that, when asked, "Wwo started the fire," said, "Well, "Il
give" -- they said that they'll give the U S. governnent the benefit
of the doubt; they are not blamng the U S. governnent for the fire.
And secondly, they were displaying a whole series of photos, air
photos, of the fire that showed the fire starting fromwthin the
bui | ding and not on the outsides of the building. It's pretty nuch as
you have said, | think, in your statenent several weeks ago. So do
you still hold with the fact that the fire was started internally?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | have no information whatsoever to indicate that it
was not -- that what |'ve said before -- that the evidence supports
the fact that it was started by the Branch Davidi ans inside the
conpound.
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But it is inportant that all of these issues be addressed by Senator
Danforth, w thout people junping to concl usions because, as we can
see, each person has their vantage point and their range of

know edge. And it is going to be inportant for Senator Danforth to
have the opportunity to put it all together.

Q Ms. Reno, Alex's question in regards to Ruiz Mssieu, can you just
tell us what is the report you have received about his suicide?

ATTY GEN. RENO Just that he is purported to have comm tted suicide.
QIf -- how or when or --

ATTY GEN. RENO 1'Ill ask Myron to provide you with any information
t hat we have.

Q Thank you.

ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.
Q Thank you very nuch.

Q Thank you.

END.
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