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11

M5. RENO. Thank you all for that very warm

wel cone.

It is a wonderful privilege for ne to be

back in North Carolina, and to be in a state for

whi ch ny grandnot her never stopped |oving and al ways

t hought that North Carolina was the state that hung

t he sun, the noon, and the stars.

Congressman Watt, thank you for that

I ntroduction, but thank you nore for the work you

have done as a | eader, not just here in North

Carolina, but in the country, where you bring a
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12 t hought ful and reasoned approach to the issues. |

13 wi sh | had heard your tal k today because | think you
14 were really sonething, fromall |'ve heard from ny

15 col | eagues.

16 | particularly salute you for calling on us
17 all to address the issue directly, to confront it

18 directly and not to pussyfoot around; so thank you

19 for that.

20 Secretary More, you and the Governor and
21 the Attorney General, | thank you for holding this
22 conference. You have brought so many peopl e toget her
23 fromthroughout this great state: Law enforcenent

24 personnel, community and religious | eaders, |ocal

25 officials, educators; people with the know how and
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with the caring to do sonething about this issue of

race in this state and in this country.

|"mvery proud and gl ad that the Departnent

of Justice is part of this conference. You receive

funding fromthe Bureau of Justice Assistance; and

the head of the BJAis here, Nancy G ss; and the

three US Attorneys from North Carolina, Janice

McKenzie Cole and Mark Call oway are here, and |'m

very proud of them | just amglad that we can be a

part of this effort, because ny whol e undertaking as

Attorney CGeneral has been to forma partnership with

state and |l ocal officials across this |land to address
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13 the critical issues that we face throughout this

14 country and to do it in partnership; thoughtful and

15 collegial efforts that don't claimcredit, don't

16 fight for turf, but do what's in the best interests

17 of the community, a state and a nation.

18 Efforts to bring together races, to

19 understand, to believe in each other, to trust in

20 each other, is one of the nobst inportant undertakings
21 we can engage in. Efforts to elimnate hatred, to

22 elimnate hate crinmes, to elimnate bitterness, are
23 one of the nobst inportant undertaki ngs we can engage
24 in. As President Cinton has said, the issue of race
25 I's our challenge for the twenty-first century. There
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are not many tinmes when we have the opportunity to

| nprove upon the work of our founding fathers, but in

trying to bridge the gap between the Anerican ideals

of justice, freedom and equality and the harsher

realities of our daily lives, we have a chance to

perfect our nore perfect union.

Anerica's history on race includes sone of

our nost shameful and violent nonments, but in this

country's epic civil rights struggle and in our

efforts to redeemthe prom se of our creed, we have

al so wtnessed Anerica at its npst heroic.

Last nmonth, | was with the President in
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Littl e Rock, Arkansas, to celebrate the fortieth

anni versary of the integration of Central Hi gh. The

spirit that filled that audi ence that day was charged

wi th energy and understanding, with reconciliation

and goodwi |l ; a far cry fromthe gauntlet of hatred,

bitterness and racial taunts that those students

wal ked t hrough 40 years before. | cane away from

that day and that nonent with the feeling that if

ever there was an exanple of what reconciliation was

all about, it was in the spirit of that day. To |ook

at that high school that you had seen in so many

pictures, to see the pictures of those students 40

years ago and then to see what those individuals had
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beconme, because of their education, because of their

determ nati on, because of their goodw ||, because of

their strength: That's what we shoul d be about

today. The events of Little Rock 40 years ago were

part of a long road to freedom W've still got a

| ong way to go.

In the 40 years since, our national journey

has taken us fromstarkly segregated classroons to

nore integrated ones; fromJimCrow |laws to civi

rights laws for wonen, mnorities and persons with

disabilities; fromexclusionary literacy tests for

voting to the |argest constituent of mnorities ever

I n congress; but 40 years after Little Rock, and 40
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14 years or nore after Brown versus Board of Educati on,

15 di scrimnation, hatred and the corrosive effects of

16 racial discrimnation are still wth us. W cannot

17 say that we have conpl eted our journey when even

18 today racial and ethnic mnorities and many wonen

19 still have a harder tine getting a job, renting an

20 apartnment, obtaining a |oan, or getting into

21 coll ege. We have not conpl eted our journey when the

22 unenpl oynent rate for African-Anerican nmales is stil

23 twce as high as it is for white males. Wrst of

24 all, reports of violent hate crines against raci al

25 and ethnic mnorities, Jews and Muslins, and gays and
7
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10

11

12

13

| esbi ans, are disturbingly high. W are faced with

t he paradox of having conme so far in elimnating

bl atant bigotry in our laws and custons only to be

confronted with | ess definable and often unconsci ous

prej udi ces and stereotypes which in sonme ways prove

nore i ntractable than what we knew before. The

| ssues of race today are no longer as stark as a

"whites only" water fountain, but they are no | ess

real. They are not always easy to talk about. Frank

tal k about race threatens fragile sensitivities and

political correctness, and the issues are hard to

resolve. Hard, but they are not unsolvable if we

will talk and communicate with respect and
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14 understanding. That is the reason the President
15 began his initiative on race.
16 The President has conmtted hinself to

17 hel ping to bring harnony to this country, to

18 el i m nating wherever possible prejudice and hate

19 based on race, religion, or national origin.

20 In recent days, sone people criticized the

21 President's race initiative as a good deal of talk

22 and not enough action. Let ne say two things: First,

23 we shoul d not underestinmate the power of dial ogue and

24 t he power of people to sit down and talk with each

25 other wth thought and feeling and understandi ng and
8
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respect. W can all learn a ot nore about that in

our daily lives. A great deal can be acconplished by

sitting down, face to face, and hashi ng out our

| deas, our feelings and our differences in a setting

of tolerance. Just as inportant, though, is our

commtnent to action. W are going to continue to

enforce our civil rights |laws vigorously and

faithfully wthout fear or favor. It is one of the

t asks, one of the challenges, that is nost dear to

me, and it is one of ny nost inportant undertakings

I n the Departnent.

Every day we bring cases to end beyond j ust

deni al of enpl oynent and housing opportunities to

persons on account of race, ethnicity and gender; to

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/1027_agrrc.htm (15 of 50) [5/27/2009 3:57:15 PM]



U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO - ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON RACIAL RECONCILIATION

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1

renove barriers that obstruct access for people; to

provi de opportunities for people to purchase a hone.

It is such a wonderful feeling to review a | ending

di scrimnation case, to reach an understanding or to

reach a court order, and to see the nunber of

mnorities who are able to borrow, to purchase hones,

grow up in this country and know what it neans. W are

determ ned to continue that effort.

The civil rights | aws guaranteed that we

are able to pursue the blessings of liberty free from

discrimnation in all its ugly fornms. W wl]l

continue to fight as hard as we can to nmake that
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guarantee a reality.

To this end, we now await hopefully the

confirmati on of a very distinguished nman as the

Assi stant Attorney Ceneral for the Cvil Rights

Di vi si on. President Cdinton has nom nated Bill Lann

Lee. He could not have picked a nore superbly

qualified nomnee. In his 23 years as a civil rights

| awyer, Bill Lee has worked tirelessly to address the

needs of Anericans fromall wal ks of |ife who have

sought help. The commtnent to fighting injustice

was forged in his early years watching his inm grant

parents work long hours in a laundry, struggling to

earn a living. He heard custoners call his father a
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dunb Chi nanan and ot her racial taunts. Yet, Bill Lee

saw that his father never lost faith in the Amreri can

dr eam It was this faith shared with his son that

has shaped nmuch of Bill's life. | know that Bil

will take up the wonderful work that was done by Deval

Patrick, former Assistant Attorney General of the

Cvil Rghts Division, a man | mss a great deal. |

| ook forward to Bill's confirmation and to worKki ng

with himon departnent priorities.

One of those priorities is the departnent's

effort to reduce hate crines. In just 15 days, |

10

will be neeting with the President and nore than 200

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/1027_agrrc.htm (18 of 50) [5/27/2009 3:57:16 PM]



U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO - ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON RACIAL RECONCILIATION

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

community and | aw enforcenent |eaders, |ike

yourselves, in a national forumon hate crines.

There is never an excuse for viol ence agai nst

| nnocent persons, but these kind of attacks,

commtted because the victimhas a different skin

color, practices a different faith, or cones froma

different country, threaten Anerica's nost cherished

| deal s:  They represent an attack not just on an

i ndi vidual victim but also on the victinis

community, and their inpact is broader because they

send a nessage of hate intended to create fear.

The Departnent of Justice plays a vital

role in our nation's efforts to prosecute those

responsi ble for hate crines. Since 1989, over 500
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16 def endants, in nore than half of the 50 states, have
17 been convicted on Federal crimnal civil rights

18 charges for interfering wwth the federally protected
19 rights of mnority victins. Virtually all these
20 def endants charged in these cases have been
21 convi ct ed.
22 Many of our cases include charges of
23 crimnal conspiracy, particularly where the
24 def endants were nenbers of organi zed hate groups such
25 as the Ku Klux Klan, The Oder, and various skinhead

11
1 gangs. Anong those recently prosecuted were four
2 def endants in M ssissippi, nmenbers of a neo-nazi
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ski nhead organi zati on, who plead guilty to conspiracy

and interfering with the housing rights of an

I nterracial couple by throw ng a Ml otov cocktail at

their trailer hone.

| n Passai c, New Jersey, two defendants

plead guilty to conspiracy charges for painting

swasti kas and other anti-semtic threats of viol ence

on the entrance to a Jewi sh cenetery and on vari ous

headstones in the cenetery. And in Cathedral Cty, a

def endant was convi cted of assaulting an Hi spani c man

in a public park. During the assault the defendant

used racial slurs against the victimand told the

victimto go back to his own country. These are just

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/1027_agrrc.htm (21 of 50) [5/27/2009 3:57:16 PM]



U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO - ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON RACIAL RECONCILIATION

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1

2

a few exanples of the crines of hate we see and we

pur sue.

One area of hate crine that has garnered

significant attention in these | ast nonths has been

the rash of arsons at our nation's houses of

wor shi p. These fires have been the source of

terrible pain anong the conmunities that have | ost

t heir houses of worship, and they have incl uded

synagogues and nosques as well as churches. The

President made it a top priority to prosecute those

12

responsi ble for these crines, and we have worked

tremendously hard to coordinate our efforts with our
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counterparts in state and |ocal |aw enforcenent.

These efforts have paid off. Teammork with |ocal |aw

enforcenent and the additional resources we have

brought to bear have resulted in a record rate of

arrests. W have opened investigations in over 500

arsons at houses of worship that have occurred in the

| ast two years, and have nmade over 230 arrests.

Just as inportant as the investigative

effort, we have seen Anericans across the nation heed

the President's call to |l end assistance to the

communi ti es whose houses of worship have been burned.

Thousands of volunteers have donated their tine,

hangi ng drywal I, sawi ng wood; architects and

tradesnen have offered their services free of charge,
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17 and corporations and individuals across the country
18 provi ded financial assistance.
19 These fires stirred our national
20 consci ence: They threatened our comobn sense of
21 sanctuary, but the fires al so brought us cl oser
22 together. They caused tens of mllions of dollars in
23 damage, but the communities that suffered a burned
24 house of worship cane to realize that thousands of
25 Anericans really cared, and governnent responded.
13

1 But we have to work through this to nake sure that it

2 does not require a tragedy of burning or an

3 expenditure of noney to elimnate crines such as
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this; we've got to prevent themin the first place.

We need to apply the |l essons | earned fromthe church

arson effort to hate crinmes in general. W nust

fashion and determne a unified response by national

and state | eaders, by |aw enforcenent at every |evel,

by civil, religious and educati onal organi zati ons,

and by all the citizens of this country.

To i nprove our response to these crines, we

must gain a better understanding of the problem As

aresult of the Hate Crinme Statistics Act which was

enacted in 1990, the F.B.I. began collecting

i nformation from | aw enforcenent agencies around the

country. In 1991, the first year that the F.B.I.
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2

3

reported its findings, 2,700 | aw enforcenent agencies

in the country reported 4500 hate crines. [In 1995,

t hat nunber had increased from 2700 departnents to

9800 | aw enforcenent agencies who participated in the

data col | ecti on program and reported 7900 hate crines

around the country. The prelimnary figures we have

for 1996 suggest that the nunber of hate crine

I ncidents that have been reported has risen above

10, 000. But we know that this nunber underesti mates

14

the true level of hate crines. Many victinms just

don't report the crinmes. Otentines, they are afraid

of retaliation. Police departnents sonetines don't
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recogni ze the crime as a hate crine; many don't

collect any hate crine data, and the nmajority of

t hose that do, even in sone |arge netropolitan areas,

report few or no hate crines in their jurisdictions.

Better outreach to victimcomunities and increased

hate crime training for |aw enforcenent officials are

essential if we're going to inprove our response to

t hese cri nmes.

| was delighted to see that one of the

recommendati ons of the Governor's task force is to

broaden the reach of hate crine training anong the

state's | aw enforcenent agencies, and to inprove the

data collection underway in North Carolina. |In 1991,

no North Carolina agency reported any hate crine
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18 data. [In 1995, 59 agencies reported 52 hate crines.

19 There is nore work to be done here and around the
20 country to inprove reporting. W also need to

21 encourage victins to report incidents of hate crine.
22 The reasons for underreporting of hate crines are
23 varied: As | indicated, sone people are afraid of
24 retaliation; |anguage and cultural barriers inpede

25 reporting; many people feel that people sinply won't

15
1 understand and they will be dism ssed. W have got
2 to renenber, as we do throughout the crimnal justice
3 system that too often the victimis the forgotten
4 person in the system W have got to nmake it, the
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process, understandable for all so that they can

easily report the crinme; we nust work together to

make sure that victins are at ease.

We nust understand particularly what it is

like for a young witness to observe hate for the

first tinme. You look at children in the first grade,

still innocent, still believing in others, and then

you see the thought of what it nust be like to see

their church burned for no reason; to see sone

exanpl e of hate. W have not only got to reach out

to these victins, but we have got to reach out to

| mredi ately respond with counseling and ot her support

mechani sns that help them begin to heal before the
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scar of that hatred is burned into them

| masking the three US Attorneys to neet

regularly with state and | ocal prosecutors and | aw

enforcenent officials to ensure that investigations

of hate crinme are coordinated. First, so that we can

identify the crine. Sonetines it may be what

sonebody m ght take as a comonpl ace crine. W need

to investigate and nake sure that we delve into it to

16

understand its true nature. W want to work together

with | ocal |aw enforcenent to ensure an appropriate

| nvesti gati on.

| see people here fromlocal |aw
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5 enforcement and | renenber sonetines the Feds woul d
6 come to town when | was a |ocal prosecutor and

7 sonetines it wasn't as snooth as it could be. W

8 want to make it as snooth as possible. W're not

9 I nterested in who gets the credit, we're not

10 interested in turf, we're interested in seeing that
11 peopl e who commit crines of hate are brought to

12 justice and get sentenced the right way, no matter

13 who. It is inportant to note that if we do not

14 prosecute, victins won't believe in us and they won't
15 cone forward. If we do not prosecute, haters won't
16 back down, and they won't think we nean what we say.
17 "' masking US Attorneys to reach out to

18 state and | ocal advocacy groups to explain the
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19 Federal jurisdiction in these types of crines; to
20 explain the processes; to |l et them understand how
21 t hese cases are handled. | would encourage all of
22 you to work with | aw enforcenent officials in your
23 area and establish contact wwth the local field

24 office of the FBI. By naking these contacts, you

25 wi Il ensure that information about hate crine
17
1 I ncidents reach the right authorities, that incidents
2 of bias crine get focused attention, and that victins
3 of these crinmes are encouraged to report them
4 Now, | have been on the fussing end where
5 advocacy groups have fussed at ne, as a | ocal
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prosecutor, and they fussed real |oud and real |ong.

One of the things that | learned is, you talk, you

sit dowmm with them you neet with them you work out

the i ssues, but nost of all, you talk in good faith

and with respect and you find that they becone your

greatest allies and your strongest supporters. It is

| nperative, as we address the issue of race and hate

crimes, that we tal k through what nmay be

di sagreenents to reach our comon goal of seeing that

peopl e who commt hate crinmes are brought to

justice.

The Departnent is also conducting a

t horough review of the Federal |aws concerning hate
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19 crinmes, to determ ne how they can be strengthened,

20 and | believe that North Carolina is doing the sane.

21 | know that North Carolina has hate crine statutes,
22 and |'m pl eased that the conference is examning this
23 | ssue, but the battle nust be fought not just with
24 | aws and in the | aw books, but in our hearts, as
25 well. W nmust |ook to the root causes of hate
18
1 crime. Intolerance often begins not with a viol ent

2 act, but wth a small indignity: A bigoted renmark;

3 the African-Anmerican who is followed in the retail
4 mal | ; the harrassnment of immgrants. To nove forward
5 as one comunity, we nust work agai nst the
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6 stereotypes and the prejudices that spawn these

7 actions. Here we nust bring in our educators and our
8 religious | eaders and our educators.

9 Hatred is a | earned response; it can be

10 unl earned. Hatred is an act of cowardice: Wen you
11 confront haters they oftentines back down. W nust
12 engage our schools in the crucial task of teaching

13 our young children noral val ues and soci al

14 responsibilities. Educators can play a vital role in
15 preventing the devel opnent of the prejudi ce and

16 stereotyping that leads to hate crines. And

17 Anmericans must learn to communicate with each ot her.
18 Not communi cation in terns of 30-second sound bites
19 on TV and advertising cliches, but in small, old,
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21

22

23

24

25

6

honest words of thought and feeling. W nust |earn

to solve problens together and not raise obstacles to

every solution that people put forth. W nust start

early in our schools teaching our children how to

resol ve conflict and di sagreenent w thout knives, and

guns, and fists, and racial taunts. If we can send a

19

man to the noon, we can teach our children this

skill. And | have had the opportunity in WAshi ngton

D.C., in these last 18 nonths, to watch teachers

bei ng taught how to nedi ate and how to negotiate, and

t eachers being taught how to teach children how to do

the sane, and then | have watched the children in the
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school s devel op peer review prograns that are neking

a difference. It is sonething that can be taught.

And today, in Olando, Florida, | saw a very speci al

school cone together to tal k about what they had done

to elimnate drugs fromtheir school and how they

were drug-free. But nost of all, | saw children from

di fferent backgrounds, different colors, cone

t oget her i n understandi ng.

This great state has sone of the greatest

i nstitutions of higher education | know. It seens to

me that part of our effort, and since you have taken

the lead in this state conference, part of our effort

can be in asking higher education to teach our
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20 teachers how to resolve conflicts, how to teach
21 children to resolve conflicts; how to teach our
22 children to conmuni cate.
23 Have you | ooked at children lately? They
24 sonetinmes | ook down. They don't listen. They don't
25 listen with a listening ear. They're not trying to
20

1 sol ve problens, they're just trying to wade through
2 their day because it is so conplicated. Let us

3 encourage our teachers to learn to teach these skills
4 just as they learn to teach kids how to spell and to
5 read and to do arithnetic.

6 There are two great influences on children
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outside the famly: They strike nme as the teacher and

as the police officer. It has been so gratifying for

ne to travel to so many places in this country and

see community police officers working with youngsters

to devel op trust and understandi ng rather than

detention and suspension. It was a wonderful scene

to watch two young nen cone from Boston with their

community police officers, to stand in the great hal

of the Departnent of Justice, and tell the President

of the United States how these guys, pointing to the

two police officers, got themout of trouble, got

theminto constructive prograns, and they were headed

for coll ege because of what these nen had done for

t hem
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21 Just think of what can happen if we nade

22 sure that every police officer in the basic | aw

23 enf orcenent acadeny, and every teacher, was trained

24 in conflict resolution, and that they were, in turn,

25 trained to teach others howto resolve conflicts in a
21

1 peaceful , respectful way, w thout the tensions of

2 race. W can do so much if we use the strength and

3 the wealth of knowl edge in this great state and in

4 t he educational institutions of this great state.

5 But then, let's go further. Sonetines it's

6 not conflict, sonetinmes it's hatred. But hatred is

7 | earned. How do we prevent it from being | earned?

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/1027_agrrc.htm (40 of 50) [5/27/2009 3:57:16 PM]



U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO - ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON RACIAL RECONCILIATION

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

How do we take those wonderful first- and second-

graders and teach them how never to hate? |If they

| earn to hate, how do we teach themto unl earn?

Again, if we can send nen to the nobon and we can

t each people how to read, we ought to be able to

teach them how to do this, and North Carolina ought

to |l ead the way.

But there is one final point. For too

long, in this country we have forgotten and negl ect ed

our children. W have not supervised them enough; we

have not spent enough tine |oving them we've not

spent enough tine disciplining them we have |eft

t hem al one and unsupervised in the afternoons and
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21 eveni ngs after school; we have not given themthe

22 health care they need to be strong and heal t hy human
23 bei ngs; we have not given themearly chil dhood

24 devel opnent processes that wll prepare
25 them for the future.

22

1 Where does hatred start? Hatred starts in
2 sonebody oftenti mes who is al one, confused and

3 unloved. Hatred starts with sonebody who doesn't

4 feel that they have control over their life and who
5 | ashes out at others. Hatred starts with sonebody

6 who doesn't have enough self confidence to tal k back
7 in a respectful way, but instead | ashes back. | | ook

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/1027_agrrc.htm (42 of 50) [5/27/2009 3:57:16 PM]



U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO - ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON RACIAL RECONCILIATION

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

at crime and | can see points along a child' s way

where we coul d have i ntervened and nmade a difference

in that child s life to nake sure they never

commtted a crine. | see points along the way, no

matter whether it's a child froma mnority community

or a child who has grown up w thout supervision from

parents who shoul d have known better. Al of us have

got to nake an investnent in children so that they

will grow as strong and positive hunman bei ngs; so

that they wll have the self confidence when sonebody

jibes at themto say, wait a mnute, that's not the

way we should do things; let's sit down and talk

about it; who has the education so that they have the

self respect that they can go to college. That there
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22 IS no discrimnation, that they have equal
23 opportunity so that they have the sane chances to
24 prepare for jobs. W have got to give our children
25 the tools to be strong, positive human beings. They
23

1 are so wonderful. They are so strong and brave, and
2 they want to be sonebody and to nake a difference in
3 this country's life. They all want to belong and to
4 be a part of sonething.

5 Let us pledge ourselves if we are ever

6 going to do anything about reconciliation anongst all
7 our people; if we are ever going to indicate that we
8 pl edge to unite to give our children supervision they
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need afternoons and evenings, to give our children

t he education they need to prepare themfor the

twenty-first century; to give our children the health

care they need to be strong and healthy and positive;

to give our children role nodels and nentors that

talk not of hate and not of put-down, but of positive

can-do goodw I | .

Wen | go to a community, | sonetines talk

to kids who have been in trouble or who are in

trouble now, and | ask them what could have been done

to prevent it. Again and again they tell ne,

sonething to do in the afternoons and eveni ngs,

sonet hi ng positive, and then secondly, sonebody to

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/1027_agrrc.htm (45 of 50) [5/27/2009 3:57:16 PM]



U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO - ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON RACIAL RECONCILIATION

22

23

24

25

talk to: Sonebody who understands how difficult it

IS to grow up in Anerica today; sonebody who knows

when to give ne a pat on the back and when to give ne

a good fussing, and sonebody who knows when | deserve

24

Each of us can neke a difference. | saw

t hose children today. Those children in that Ol ando

school are going to grow up if they were on the sane

track in five years in another school, but the

future, a future not of hate, a future not of racism

but a future where they were going to college, they

were going to nake a difference, they were going to
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be drug-free. Each one of us can do it.

Now, there are sone people that tell ne the

problemis too overwhelmng. Wen | cane to

Washi ngton, | thought: Wat's it going to be like to

cone froma comunity where | knew an awful |ot of

people in a nation of mllions and mllions of

peopl e? It seened so overwhelmng. But when | cone

to North Carolina, when | go to Olando, when | go to

small communities across this nation, | see people

who are naking a difference. Wen | see conferences

like this, | believe with all ny heart that we can

achieve racial reconciliation in this country. W

can end hate, and it's going to start here. God

bl ess you all for being here, for caring and for
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23 carrying on.
24 (Proceedi ng concl uded)
25

1 STATE OF NORTH CARCLI NA )

2 County of Meckl enburg ) ss.

3

4 I, A ROBIN J. SCHENCK, a stenotype

5 reporter, and Notary Public in and for the State of

6 North Carolina, do hereby certify that | reported in

7 stenotype the proceedings had of this matter
8 previously captioned herein; that | thereafter
9 reduced ny said stenotype notes to typewitten form
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via conputer-aided transcription; and that the

foregoing transcript, pages 1 to 24, both inclusive,

constitutes a full, true and accurate record of all

proceedi ngs had upon the said nmatter, and of the

whol e t her eof.

W TNESS ny hand as a stenotype reporter and

Notary Public, this 28th day of October, 1997.

A. Robin J. Schenck

St enot ype Reporter, Notary Public

My conm ssion expires: 9/21/2002
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