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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 PRESI DENT: Parents, honored guests,
3 gentl emen of the Lancer's.

4 Janet Reno was sworn in as the nation's
5 78th Attorney Ceneral by President Cinton on

6 March 12, 1993. From 1978 to the tinme of her

7 appoi ntnent, Ms. Reno served as the State

8 Attorney for Dade County Florida. She was

9 initially appointed to the position by the
10 Governor of Florida, and subsequently was
11 el ected to that office five tines.
12 Ms. Reno was a partner in the M am
13 based law firmof Steel, Hector and Davis from
14 1976 to 1978. Before that, she served as
15 Assistant State Attorney and as Staff Director
16 of the Florida House of Representatives
17 Judiciary Commttee, after starting her |egal
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18 career in private practice.

19 Ms. Reno was born and raised in
20 Mam , Florida, where she attend Dade County
21 Public Schools. She received an A B. in
22 Chem stry from Cornell University in 1960, and

3

1 her | aw degree from Harvard Law School in 1963.
2 During her three year tenure, Ms.

3 Reno has directed a nunber of significant

4 prosecutions by the Justice Departnent.

5 Only a nonth after taking office, Ms.
6 Reno ordered the FBI to proceed wth the gas

7 attack on cult |eader David Koresh at Waco,

8 Texas, and took full responsibility for the

9 FBI's subsequent acti ons.

10 She spearheaded a civil rights

11 i nvestigation of a series of fires of churches
12 in the South, including one where Reggie Wite,
13 of the Green Bay Packers, was pastor.

14 Ms. Reno and the Conmm ssioner of
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| mm gration and Naturalization cooperated in
strengt heni ng surveill ance and enf or cenent
al ong the Mexican border, anticipating a surge
of illegal inmmgrants.

She oversaw the investigation of
Dai wa Bank of Japan, which pleaded guilty of
fraud and conspiracy, covering up over $1

billion in losses fromillegal bond trading,

and paid record fines of $340 mllion.

In this, our final neeting of the
Lancer's 50th year, it is fitting to note that
Ms. Reno's official biography is the shortest |
have received this year fromthe pron nent
people |'ve introduced to you. That, to ne,
reflects the inherent nodesty of an effective
| eader and public servant.

It is a privilege to wel cone as our
guest speaker, for this closing session at the

Lancer's 50th year, the Attorney General of the
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United States, the Honorable Janet Reno.
(Appl ause)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO M. President,
gentl enen of the Lancer's, famly, friends
and marvel ous chorus.

It is a great honor for ne to be here
this evening, because of your commtnent to
community service. Your comm tnent to hel ping
others, is to ne the tradition that nmakes this
nation great, and | commend you.

It is alittle over three and a half

years ago that | received a call, saying

that | would be invited by the Wite

House, to talk to the President about
becom ng the Attorney General. It was a

call | had never anticipated and then,

suddenly, in three and a half weeks, ny life

passed before ny eyes as | was preparing to

answer questions with the United States Senate

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt (5 of 68) [5/27/2009 3:05:43 PM]



http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Judiciary Comm ttee.
But what becane clear to ne is that
t he people | had known through ny life, ny
Anerican history teacher in high school, ny
hi gh school classmates who contacted ne and
cheered nme on and answered questi ons,
had been involved in ny |life had
made such a difference and continued with ne.
Fromthis group that has neant so
much to you, you will draw strength and courage
and wi sdom for the rest of your life. The
friends you nake here wll be with you for the

rest of your life.

And | hope you will draw fromthe
tradition that this organi zation has
established and go forth to figure out how you
can help others. Becone known for yourself,
don't becone known for how nmuch noney you make,

or how big your house is, but becone known for
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7 who you are, what you stand for, and what you

8 do for others.

9 Public service has been the greatest,
10 nost wonderful undertaking that | have ever
11 been engaged in. | have been in the private
12 practice of law, in small firnms and | arge
13 firms. | have worked for the legislature. |
14 have been a prosecutor. And now, | serve as
15 Attorney GCeneral.
16 There is no noney in the world that
17 can ever substitute for the satisfaction of
18 public service. Now, granted, you get cussed
19 at, fussed at, criticized, in the paper, and on the
20 television. You get calls telling you just
21 what you did wong. But you also get so many
22 di fferent rewards.

7

1 As a prosecutor in Mam, | was

2 responsi ble for collecting child support. It

3 can be one of the nost difficult tasks I know.
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The person clains not to have very nuch noney.
You have to continue to go after them find
t hem

The parent who has custody of the
child is calling you regularly to find out why
you haven't gotten child support. And then, on
Sunday night, she calls you at hone, screans at
you, says she's going to | ose her apartnent the
next day if you don't get the child support
col | ect ed.

But when you finally do, and she sees
you next, she gives you a big hug, and says
she doesn't know what she would do w t hout you.
Those are the rewardi ng nonents.

It is a touching noment when you have
dealt with the famly of a homcide victim
You have struggled to find the person who did
It. You struggle to devel op the evidence

sufficient to prosecute them You get the
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conviction. You get the sentence the defendant
deserved. And suddenly, you wal k out of the
courtroomand the victinms famly is there to

t hank you. No noney that | could nmake in
private practice will ever substitute for those
monent s.

And you hel p defendants. One day, |
was wal ki ng t hrough a downtown office building,
and a nman cane up to ne and he says, "I want to
t hank you." And | said, "Wat do you want to
t hank me for?" And he said, "You arrested ne
and convicted ne." | said, "You're the first
person that ever thanked ne for that."

He said, "No. Let ne tell you what
happened." He said, "I had a real drug
problem [|'d lost ny job, then I lost ny
famly, and | got arrested and your prosecutor,
wi th your approval, got ne into a drug program
made sure | stayed there as a condition of ny
probation. |'ve been drug free for two years.
|"ve got this job I'lIl never lose. And |'ve

gotten ny famly back. And | just wanted to
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9
1 t hank you."
2 That is why public service is so
3 rewarding. Not to be a person who is fanous,
4 not to be sonebody just to be the Attorney
5 General of the United States, but to do
6 sonething that can truly hel p ot her people.
7 As you consi der what you undertake
8 for the rest of your life, consider public
9 service. It does not have to be for all of
10 your professional life. You can practice |aw
11 In private practice, becone a judge, go back to
12 private practice, engage in other activities.
13 But renenber, public service is a wonderful
14 undert aki ng.
15 You know full well the val ue of
16 comrunity service. You know because of the
17 Lancer's that you can truly make a difference,
18 t hat you can touch the |lives of others, and
19 t hat you can do that regardl ess of whether you
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undertake service in governnent. It doesn't
make any difference how old you are.

One of ny favorite scenes is froma

10
comrunity neeting that I went to where an ol d
man stood up, and he said, "Do you know how ol d
| an?" | said, "No, sir.” And he said, "I'm
84 years old."

He said, "Do you know what | do three
norni ngs a week, three hours each norning?" |
said, "No, sir." He said, "I volunteer as a
teacher's aide.”

A young worman who had been seated

next to himstood up, and she said, "I'mthe
first grade teacher for whom he vol unteers, and
the gifted kids can't wait for their tinme with
hi m because he expands their horizons nore than
| can. The kids with learning disablities

can't wait for their tinme wwth him

because he has the patience of Job,
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11

17 and he's raised their reading |level far

18 nore than | could in the entire year."

19 It doesn't nmake any difference
20 whet her you're 18 or 84, each of us can touch
21 the lives of others and nake a difference.
22 But | would like to challenge you to
1 an undertaking, fromthis point on, in the

2 comrunity you live in, continue to reside in,
3 go to learn in, always be part of that

4 comrunity in trying to develop a structure in
5 the community that reweaves the fabric of

6 soci ety and commruni cation and care around

7 famlies and children at risk, who are al one,
8 afrai d, and di senfranchi sed.

9 As a prosecutor, | wanted to focus
10 attention on juvenile justice because |

11 t hought, let's get kid's off to a fresh start,
12 let's nmake a difference. But | would pick up
13 t he presentence investigation of an 18 year old
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who we had adj udi cated del i nquent, or an arned
robbery, and I would read that presentence
I nvestigation of his first 17 years.

| could find five places along the
way where, if society and the community had
i ntervened in that child's life, we could have
kept himfromcrinme. W could have kept him
fromdropping out. W could have kept himfrom

drugs. And we could have given hima safe,

12

constructive future.

But we had waited because we didn't
want to invest in children as a nation. And
for too long in these last 30 years, children
have been the forgotten and negl ected peopl e of
our society.

| started to figure out what we coul d
do earlier. And | worked with the school
systemto devel op a dropout prevention program

focused on 11 year olds. But that was too
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| ate, because already the child had begun to
fall a grade | evel behind and act out in other
ways to attract attention to thenselves. So we
devel oped an early nei ghborhood intervention
program surroundi ng Head Start.

But at that nonent in 1985, the crack
epidemc hit Mam . And | had to
figure out what to do about crack involved
i nfants, newborn infants and their nothers.
The judge wouldn't send the child honme with the
nother. The epidemic hit so suddenly that baby

after baby continued to stay in bassinets in

13
t he nursery, and we had a real problem
But as | went to that nursery with
the doctors, to try to figure out what to do
with these infants, you could see the
difference. A crack baby who had not been held
or talked to, except when changed or fed, for

si x weeks, was not responding with human
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enoti on.

A baby who had been born wth severe
birth defects, across the nursery, but who had
both parents or one parent with her, around the
cl ock, was beginning to respond with human
enotions, with smles, with recognition. And
you understood how i nportant those first years
of life were.

But then the child devel opnent
experts sat ne down. And they said, "Janet,
fifty percent of all |earned human response is
| earned in the first year of life. The concept
of reward and puni shnent and a conscience is
devel oped during the first three years."

And | thought to nyself, what good

14
are all the prisons going to be 18 years from
now i f these children never understand what
puni shnent neans, and if they never develop a

consci ence? Wat good are the great education
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prograns going to be if we have to spend our
noney on renedi al prograns because we didn't
build a firmfoundation in the first three
year s?

And | becane dedicated to trying to
devel op communities in the place that | | oved,
Mam . But now, as Attorney Ceneral, | am
still dedicated to that effort, because |
realize that, unless we nake an investnent in a
child s whole life, fromthe tine he or she is
born, we are not going to build enough jails to
solve the crinme problem W are not going to
have enough people with the skills necessary to
fill the jobs, to maintain this nation as a
first-rate nation.

Qur nedical institutions wll be
brought to their knees because we will prefer

to pay nonies for crises that cost a lot five

15

years from now rat her than paying for
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preventive nedical care that could ensure a
child a strong and healthy future.

So as you grow i nto positions of
| eadership in the community you choose to live
i n, think about how we can reweave the fabric
of community around our children.

Sone people say it takes a | ot of
noney, and to sone extent, it will take sone
noney. But that investnent will nore than pay
off in noney saved down the |ine.

We've got to nmake sure that every
child in Anerica has appropriate, preventive
medi cal care fromthe tine they are born. It
makes no sense in a nation that says to a
70-year-ol d person, you can have an operation
t hat extends your life expectancy by three
years, and yet we turn to the famly of a child
who needs preventive nedical care, and we say,
"sorry, you make too nmuch noney to be eligible
for Medicaid, but you don't have health

| nsurance, and so we can't help you."
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That's just plain wong.

It is inportant that we establish
early chil dhood education prograns. |If those
first three years are so inportant, why are
wai ting until kindergarten? Traditionally, the
famly filled that role. But in so many
I nstances, either both parents are working, or
single parents are working, or parents are
indifferent. And we've got to nmake sure in our
school systens that Educare, solid,
constructive child care is available to all
children in an appropriate way.

We've got to focus on our schools.

Something is wong with a nation that
pays its football players in the six-digit
figures and pays its school teachers what we
pay themin this nation.

(Appl ause)

W' ve got to devel op.
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The Carnegi e Foundati on says today "t hat
children are nore alone than at any tine in

hi story."

17

Alone in ternms of no adult around
them during a significant nunber of hours,
after school and evening hours. W have got to
make sure there are prograns for young people
t hroughout this land, that provide constructive
opportunities for continued education, for
appropriate recreation that can nmake a
di ff erence.

There is so nmuch that we can do. But
how do we go about it? It doesn't take just
noney. One of the npbst touching scenes |'ve
seen recently is in a school in Sacranento,
California. A large nunber of inmm grants,
| awful imm grants, were in the school. They
were | earning English. They were being tutored

after school. The program was special, for a

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt (19 of 68) [5/27/2009 3:05:43 PM]



http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt

17

18

19

20

21

22

10

11

12

13

police officer, who had worked from7 to 3, on
the regular shift, was volunteering at 4: 30,
because she had been a school teacher
previously in life, and she wanted to
contribute on her own tine.

A hi gh school student was there doing

18
his conmmunity service requirenent for his high
school. And the kids couldn't wait until their
time with hi mbecause he told them funny
stories and nade the educati on seem so nuch
nore rel evant to them

Each one of us can nmake a difference
in our conmunity, if we build a structure that
can nake a difference, and give our children
rungs and | adders to clinb on, even to
devel oping the skills necessary to fill the
j obs that can earn a |iving wage.

There is so much that we can do if we

| ook at a conmmunity and a child as a whol e and
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figure out how we provide the rungs of the
| adder .

But what | would urge you, also, is
that as you engage in public service, as you
take the marvel ous qualities the Lancer's have
given to you, and nove forward in your life to
becone | eaders in your community, don't forget
your single nbst preci ous possession, your

famly.

19

Rai sing children is the single nost
difficult thing I know to do. About 11 years
ago, a friend died, leaving ne as the |egal
guardi an of her 15-year-old twins, a boy and a
girl. The girl was in love, and |'ve |earned
an awful | ot about raising children in the | ast
10 years.

(Laught er)
It takes hard work, intelligence,

| ove, and an awful lot of luck. But it is the
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single, nost rewarding thing I know to do. |
w Il never forget putting that young | ady on
the plane to send her off to college, and then
going to see her graduate cumlaude in three
years. And on each occasion, she threw her
arns around ny neck and said, "Thank you. |
couldn't have done it wthout you."

Those are the nonents you never
forget.

And then | renenber ny childhood. M
not her worked in the hone. M father worked

downtown. M nother taught us to play

20
basebal |, to appreci ate Beet hoven's synphoni es,
to bake a cake, to | ove poetry. She punished
us, and she loved us with all her heart. And
there is no child care in the world that w |
ever be a substitute for what that |lady was in
our life.

And, in raising us, she taught ne
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sonme of the nost inportant | essons of ny life.
W were four children in a famly, a year
apart, and we lived in a small wooden house,
whi ch we were quickly outgrow ng. M father
did not have enough noney to hire sonebody to
buil d a bigger house.

And one afternoon, ny nother
announced that she was going to build the
house. And we all |ooked at her and said,
"What do you know about building a house?" And
she said, "I'mgoing to learn.” And she went
to the brick mason, and to the plunber, and to
the electrician, and she asked them how you
build a house. And she listened, and she cane

home. She dug the foundation wth her own

21
hands, with a pick and shovel. She laid the
bl ock. She put in the wiring. She put in the
pl unbing. And ny father hel ped her with the

heavy work when he cane honme from work at
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ni ght .

She and | lived in that house, and it
is still ny home. She lived there until she
di ed, just before she cane to Washi ngton. And
every tine | canme down that driveway, as a
prosecutor and had a very difficult problem
that | didn't know how to handl e, that house
standing there in the wods, was a
synbol to ne that you can do anyt hi ng
you really want to; if it's the right
thing to do, put your mnd to it.

That house taught nme a nore
| nportant |esson, in August of 1992, when
Hurricane Andrew hit that area head on. At
about 3:00 in the norning the w nds began to
howl w th an unearthly noise that | have never
heard before.

You could hear trees beginning to

22

crash around the house. M/ nother got up, sat
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down in her chair, folded her hands, and sat
there totally unafraid, though she was very old
and ill and frail. But she knew how she had
built that house. She knew that she had put in
the right materials, that she had built it the
ri ght way, that she had not cut corners.

When we canme out in the light of day,
t he whol e area around the house | ooked |Iike a
Wrld War | battlefield. There were barely any
trees standing. But the house had only | ost
one shingle and sone screens. And it's a
synbol to nme: Build it the right way. Build
your life the right way, put one bl ock on top
of another, in terns of education, in terns of
experience, in terns of service, but do it
right.

For one of the lessons | |earned was
when | decided to run for office the first
time. | canpaigned for the Florida
| egi slature, and | tried to do and act on what

| do and say, what | believed to be right.
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A man had run for office and had been
el ected to the legislature 15 years before. He
was the only legislator in Florida to vote for
a resolution ending the segregation of our
public schools. He knew that he was goi ng hone
to overwhel m ng political defeat because of
that vote. But he did it as a matter of
consci ence.

He was canpai gni ng for mayor, and he
got hinself elected. But as he and |
canpai gned that Novenber, he said, "Janet, just
keep on doing and sayi ng what you believe to be
right. Don't pussyfoot. Don't equivocate.
Don't talk out of both sides of your nouth, and
you' Il wake up the next norning feeling good
about yourself. But if you try to be
everything to everybody, and pl ease everybody
all of the tine, and say what you don't really
bel i eve, you'll wake up the next norning

feeling m serable.”
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Wll, | didn't feel exactly good the

next norni ng because | had |ost ny el ection.

24
But | renmenbered what John Or taught ne, and
it has been one of the nost inportant |essons
inny life. For now, when |I approach probl ens,
| know | have tried to study it as hard as |
coul d, prepare nyself as thoroughly as | can,
and then make the best decision |I know how, and
nove on to the next issue.

It also hel ps to have | earned, as
sonmebody put a bi ography of Abraham Li ncoln on
ny bedside table, that Abraham Lincoln |ost his
first election. It helps to know how to | ose.
It's not the end of the earth. And renenber
that as you face the | osses of the future.

But al ways renenber, as you serve
your community, as you seek public service or
not, as you pursue profession, the occupation,

the calling that you undertake, renenber to put
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your famly first.

To seek jobs where people will adapt
a workplace to a famly, where through
flex-tinme and appropriate | eave tine you can

spend quality tine wwth your famly. You-al

25
grow up before you know it, and you shoul d
enj oy your children as they grow.

In these three and a half years |'ve
had a chance to travel across this country to
see peopl e doing so many things, wonderful
prosecutors trying their best, people
rebui |l ding communities.

| n Boston, yesterday, | saw young
peopl e and police officers, doctors and judges,
wor ki ng together in community initiatives. That
encour aged ne.

And after these three and a half
years, | can tell you, flat out, | have never

been so confident of Anerica's future, because
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of the spirit of young and old, alike, that I
sense across this |and.

Sonme suggest -- they |l ook at the
future pessimstically. | think you can | ook
at the future with great optimsm particularly
fromwhat | have heard about the Lancer's, and
the contributions that you will make in this

next century.

26

One of the reasons that | have | ooked
forward to com ng here tonight is because |
understand that you ask great questions. And
probably better questions than newspaper
reporters.

(Laught er)

So | would wel cone your questions,
NOW.

PARTI Cl PANT: (1 naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Here we go.

PARTI Cl PANT: (1 naudi bl e)
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  First of all,
don't |l et people tal k about cynicismin this
country. You hear it, but nostly you
hear it in newspaper editorials; they didn't do
this right, they didn't do that right. They
can pick out what's wong with Cal Ripkin, the
cynics, and anybody that can do that, they're
few and far between.

First of all, just |ook at what you
can do when you touch the life of a person.

And what | think is so inportant, in terns of

27

how we reach out. One of the first steps,

as we seek enploynent or | , as an
enpl oyer, is to fornulate a workpl ace so
parents can spend nore tine with their
chi | dren.
| ' ve devel oped flex-tine, parental
| eave tinme, job-sharing prograns, telecommuting

prograns. It all doesn't fit perfectly, but
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we're recogni zing that children and famly are
| nportant. Governnent can be so inportant in
terms of early chil dhood devel opnent prograns.
And state after state, across this nation, is
devel opi ng healthy start, and fresh start
prograns that are so constructive in terns of
early chil dhood devel opnent, health care and
appropri ate Educare.

These are governnent prograns that
are making a difference, and they are catching
on in state after state after state. Now
sonetinmes -- and | get a little bit cynical
nyself when | say this -- | think they do it

because | persuade them Wen | first started,

sayi ng, "Look. You'll save noney if you nake
this investnent up front."

| wll give you an exanpl e,
| ast night I was at the Hartford Connecti cut

Downt own Council. It was nostly the
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busi nessnen of Hartford, who were interested in
the commerce of Hartford. | talked to them
about the things |'ve tal ked to you about

toni ght: About building community around
chi | dren.

| got appl ause after appl ause.

Busi nessnen, who cane up to ne, saying that
real |y makes sense. Cut through that

under brush of cynicismthat you will find, and
you wll find, in Arerica. A great nunber of
peopl e who want to work with you in devel opi ng
progr ans.

You wi Il find young people
volunteering in child care institutions. There
Is so nuch that we can do. |It's going to vary
fromcomunity to community because there may

be a private, not-for-profit corporation doing

29
a wonderful job in one community that the

governnment has to do in another.
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In ternms of teachers, the single nost
| nportant thing that you can do, as you grow up
and you have a famly, is to becone involved in
your child's school. One of the things that
|'"ve tried to establish is parental |eave tine
that permts parents to go spend tinme at their
child' s school volunteering, participating in
educati onal groups.

But just keep tal king and beli eving
and putting famly and children first. And
it's beginning to catch on. People are talking
about it, and it's exciting.

PARTI Cl PANT: (I naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. One of the
| ssues -- and anybody that has seen ne on
television will know that what | say if there
Is a matter pending, an investigation pending,
or a prosecution pending, that | really cannot
coment on it because it would interrupt the

I nvestigation. O if it's a prosecution
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1 pending in Court, | can't really comment on it,
2 except as to matters that are a matter of

3 public record, because the case should be tried
4 in court, and not in the headlines.

5 So | really cannot respond to your

6 guestion except to say that what we are trying
7 to dois to resolve the matter as peacefully as
8 possible, and trying to do everything we can to
9 make sure that it's resolved w thout any sort
10 of violence; that we uphold the law and that we
11 retain our |egal options.

12 Each issue is going to differ. Waco
13 Is a totally different situation than the

14 Freenen, and we have to nake our best

15 j udgenents, try to do everything we can to

16 resolve it peacefully.

17 These are difficult issues. But

18 Director Freeh of the FBI has done so much in
19 terns of devel opi ng the negotiation capacity of
20 t he FBI.
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Today | tal ked with a nunber of the

agents who are out in Mntana, by tel ephone.

31
They are really dedicated to this goal.
PARTI Cl PANT: (1 naudi bl e)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | had al ways

wanted to be a | awyer because ny not her had
gotten ne very interested. They were both
very interested in Anerican history.

My grandfather was a | awer, and |
had a chance to watch him And ny
fat her was a newspaper reporter who, when we
were little, would take us to court with him
because he covered the police station and the
courthouses. So | saw |l awyers and police
of ficers.

So when | was 13 years old, | told ny
nother | wanted to be a | awer. And she said
that's the one thing | would forbid you to do.

Because in those days, ladies didn't becone

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt (35 of 68) [5/27/2009 3:05:43 PM]



http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt

18

19

20

21

22

10

11

12

13

14

| awyers.

| was so shocked, because here's the
| ady that had built a house, who seened to be
encouraging ne to do so nmany things: She

encouraged ne to be a Foreign Service Oficer,

32
to be a physicist, to be any nunber of things.
And | thought it was kind of close-m nded of
her not to want ne to be a | awer. But |
| i stened to her.

So when I went to Cornell | decided
to major in chem stry and becone a doctor. And
| found the chem stry fascinating, but I
realized that | really wanted to be a | awer.
So I went ahead and applied to | aw school. And
when | called to tell her that | had been
accepted at Harvard Law School, she whooped
with joy over the tel ephone, and
confessed she had al ways wanted to do it herself.

And the reason | wanted to be a
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15 | awyer i s because the | aw seened

16 the best place to make sure that people

17 didn't tell nme what to do, even if it was the wong
18 thing to do. So that they didn't boss ne

19 around the wong way. And that | could reach
20 out and try to help others, and serve others,
21 and use the law to nake the right decisions.
22 And |'ve never regretted it. It has

33

1 been a wonderful profession for nme. |[|'ve been

2 able to do so many different things in the | aw
3 To draft laws for the legislature, nowto this

4 wonder ful opportunity to serve the nation as

5 Attorney Ceneral, to collect child support,

6 which as | say can be a real drudge, but very

7 rewar di ng.

8 |'ve represented people in private

9 practice. |'ve represented big corporations.

10 And the law is a wonderful, wonderful

11 profession. | love it, and | |ove | awers.

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt (37 of 68) [5/27/2009 3:05:43 PM]



http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

But | don't |ike greedy and indifferent
| awers. And nost | awers, fortunately, are
not that. But | think sonetines the profession
gets a bad nane because there are sone people
who are nore interested in maki ng noney than
maki ng sure that the | aw serves the people.

| think all |awers, however, have an
extraordi nary chall enge. About 80 percent of
t he poor and the working poor in the United
States today do not have enough noney to have

real access to legal services. And | think all

34

of us, as |awyers, have a speci al
responsibility to devel op new prograns, to
engage in voluntary |egal service for people
who can't afford it, to ensure all Anericans
their rights.

PARTI Cl PANT: (1 naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. |' m not

tal ki ng just about governnent programs. |'m
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9 tal king about a church that | talked with
10 yesterday, that organi zes day care and eveni ng
11 care prograns for parents who cannot afford
12 child care for their |loved ones. And not just
13 child care, but good, educati onal
14 opportunities, good opportunities for field
15 visits. It is a wonderful school.
16 But, then, they have a Summer Canp to
17 go to wth afternoon care, wth a day care
18 for the children.
19 They organi ze children during the sumer,
20 bring in people to work with them bring in
21 community |eaders to talk with them
22 That's what a church can do. |I'm
35
1 t al ki ng about people who volunteer as Little
2 League coaches in the inner-city where it's
3 difficult to be a coach. That's not governnent
4 at work, that's people selling popcorn and hot
5 dogs on a hot sunmer afternoon to get noney for
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t eam uni f or ns.

"' mtal ki ng about doctors who
volunteer their services to help the needy and
to help the poor, and who go out of their way
to set up office hours so that people can go to
t he place where the service i s needed.

" mtal ki ng about an extraordinary
person | saw yesterday, who begs, borrows and
steals fromprivate foundations to set up a
programin a prom nent hospital that serves
chil dren who have been wi tnesses to viol ence,
ei ther donestic violence in the hone or
ot herwi se. And that hospital has nade a public
contribution to the community through its
efforts.

There is so nuch that we can do in

ternms of community organi zations, private

36
not-for-profit organizations, business

organi zations. One of the nobst exciting things
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to see in a city or comunity is when business
groups form partnerships wth particul ar
school s and adopt particul ar school s.

|' ve adopted an el enentary school in
Washington, D.C., that | try to attend as
regul arly as possi bl e.

The American Bar Associ ation has
established pro bono prograns where | awers
offer their skills in comunity nedi ati on and
i n teaching conflict resolution in the schools.
That's not a governnent program

VWhat |'mtrying to say is, take the
gover nnent prograns, take the private
contributions, take the business comunity,

t ake the schools, and cone together reweaving
the pieces. Sonetines it may be a governnent
pi ece, sonetines it may be a private
not-for-profit piece, sonetines it nay be a
vol unteer; but I'mconvinced that it's not a

matter of noney. |It's a matter of putting
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37

1 t oget her a conprehensi ve package that can nake
2 a difference.

3 | f we devel op great chil dhood

4 devel opnent prograns early on, they can go for
5 naught. If that child is left to his own devices,
6 fromthe nonent he | eaves school at 3:00 until
7 his parents get hone at 7:30, doesn't have

8 appropriate supervision.

9 There is so much that we can do, if
10 we use the resources we have, as wisely as

11 possible, to make a difference up front.

12 PARTI CI PANT: (I naudi bl e)

13 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO:  Never heard
14 anything like that. | have tal ked to Pat

15 Shroeder, | wouldn't even think that there was
16 a chance it was true.
17 PARTI CI PANT: (I naudi bl e)
18 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  What we had
19 suggested, fromthe Justice Departnent's
20 perspective, is that there are sone instances
21 where an award may be excessive. And that what
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shoul d be done is a conbi nati on where the judge

38
could cap the award in appropriate proceedi ngs.

W devi sed, nmade a recommendati on
and it was passed. But the law didn't go far
enough, as far as President Cinton was
concerned, in terns of protecting consumer
interest; and so he vetoed the bill.

But the cap that we devised seened to
neet the needs of a nunber of different people,
while at the sane tine providing for that
extraordi nary case, where punitive danages in
substantial anounts were clearly warranted in
order to prevent further reckl ess disregard of
human |ife.

PARTI Cl PANT: (1 naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | wondered
about that all the tinme. | |ooked at a
periodic table the other day, and | realized

how ol d fashi oned | had becone.
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19 (Laught er)

20 But | will tell you sonething.

21 Wien | went to Harvard Law school,

22 there were 544 in our class

39

1 and there only 16 wonen. And the Dean and his
2 wi fe had the wonen out to dinner so that they

3 would to make them feel at hone.

5 And he woul d go around aski ng us what
6 we majored in. | told himl mjored in

7 chemstry. He said, "Well, you'll do okay." He
8 said it's surprising, but those who have

9 majored in the natural sciences seemto do

10 better at |law school. That's the only
11 advant age |'ve seen of ny chem stry degree.
12 (Laught er)
13 Except |"'mvery glad |I did, because |
14 have a nmuch greater feeling for the sciences,
15 for the physics | took, the chemstry | took,
16 the calculus | took. And | could have |earned
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nmy governnent on nmy own, | think. But | know I
couldn't have learned ny chem stry on ny own.
PARTI CI PANT: (I naudi bl e)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  When | took
office, the ATF had already had its

confrontation with David Koresh and his

40
followers at the Branch Davi di an Conpound.
What we tried to do in that situation was
resolve it peacefully. But in that situation,
you had an occurrence where four agents had
been killed, and nunerous others wounded.

So you can't judge each situation on
the sane basis. W have tried to learn from
everything we could in that case, to apply it
to the future. But in that situation you will never
know what is the right thing to do,
because, based on everything that one knows
now, he could have done sonething drastic six

weeks down the line, and we would be testifying

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt (45 of 68) [5/27/2009 3:05:43 PM]



http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/lancersa.txt

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

10

before Congress as to why we didn't go in
earlier and do sonet hi ng.

So you just have to take each case,
try to do everything you can to resolve it
peacefully. | can't tell you -- certainly, in
this time -- there have been these incidents.
But there have been other circunstances, over
the last 30 and 40 years, and | think we've got

to be prepared for all circunstances.

41

The Ruby Ri dge Case arose before |
took office. And, again, as | | ook back over
history, and as | | ook back over things that
you tend to forget, that occurred 10 and 15
years ago. |I'mnot so sure it's on the rise,
but | think it's sonething we've got to be
prepared for.

Clearly, in this nodern tinme, where
peopl e can put all sorts of information on the

Internet, it is inportant that we be able to
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respond to issues of terrorism such as the
Wrld Trade Center, or the Cklahoma Gty
bonbi ng, and to take appropriate precautions,
while at the sane tine adhering to
constitutional principles and doing it the
ri ght way.

We shoul d not |et our circunstances
rush us into judgenent.

PARTI Cl PANT: (I naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  You have to
understand ny position with regards to the

nedia. My father was a newspaper reporter for

42
the Mam Herald for 43 years. M nother was a
reporter for the Mam News. M/ grandfather
was the chief photographer for the Herald. W
aunt was the nusic critic of the Herald.
(Laught er)
And ny brother is a columist for the

New Day Newspaper, right now.
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2

3

(Laught er)

My father taught ne al ong the way
t hough, in his 43 years, never to believe
everything that you read in the newspapers.
And so, | would see the perspective of it. |
woul d see how -- he would wake up in the
norni ng just furious because sone copy editor
had but chered what he had called in.

| have been -- |I'll give you an
exanple. | have an availability to the press
every Thursday norni ng, because | think the
nedia and a free press is very inportant. But

| do think there's a certain cynicismbecause

they' Il start asking their questions:
"Ms. Reno -- so the question wll
43
becone -- don't you think that this is going to

happen, and this is going to happen, and this
I s going to happen?”

| said, "First of all, | don't deal
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in "what ifs,' and it's not going to happen
unl ess you-all -- if you-all just keep raising
t hese i ssues, and raising these hypotheti cal

| ssues that cause the problens. Just report
the news, and let's tal k about what has
happened. "

And we get along very well. W' ve
gotten to know each other over these three and
a half years, since we do it every Thursday
norning. And they appreciate it, and |I've had
a very good working relationship with the
Justice Departnent press that traditionally
covers it.

| think, on the whole, the nedia is a
very inportant instrunent in terns of
uncovering wongdoing. But | think it also has
a real responsibility to report the good things

that are happening in this country.

44

And in the |ast eight years, | would
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say, | think the nedia is comng to realize
this inportant responsibility and is fulfilling
it in the better way than it has, so that you
see less cynicismfromthe nedia and nore
recogni tion of sonme of the wonderful things

t hat people are doing in the community.

And on the Internet, | think that's
one of the great challenges. And what we have
done is put together a working group in the
Departnment of Justice, to analyze First
Amendnent issues, to analyze constitutional and
free speech issues at the sane tine,
recogni zi ng the technology of the Internet.

There are sone fascinating i ssues of
consuner fraud, of what happens, can you -- one
of the things we have to study, pursuant to
Congr essi onal nandate, what if sonebody puts a
bonb recipe on the Internet. Should that be
permtted? O is that covered by free speech?
There are so many fascinating issues, and we're

trying to address it.
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1 For those of you who understand
2 conputers, there are sone fascinating
3 chal | enges that we face wth conputers, for
4 exanple. Now, with hackers being able to break
5 i nto conputer systens, we're faced with sone
6 real chall enges.
7 W had a situation recently where a
8 hacker in Argentina broke into the Harvard
9 University conputer system They did not have
10 a warning on their systemthat it m ght be
11 subj ect to surveillance. Because he
12 was al so invadi ng other systens, and in
or der
13 to protect other systens -- we had to
14 figure out who it was.
15 Through the use of another conputer,
16 and through careful profiles, we were able to
17 narrow the intrusion so that we intercepted,
18 pursuant to court order, in an appropriate,
19 very | egal way, we worked it out so that we
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I ntercepted only his intrusion and were able to
identify himand trace it back.

So one of the great and fascinating

46
chal | enges that we face is how do we use the
new t echnol ogy? How do we continue appropriate
| aw enforcenent tools while at the sane tine
adhering to constitutional principles.

And if you really think it out, and
remenber that we control the technol ogy and the
t echnol ogy shouldn't control us, | think we're
going to be able to do it.

There has been no typical day, but I
get up early in the norning, and | like to try
to walk. | get frustrated when | can't, but I
like to walk fromabout 6 to 7 in a few
different parts of Washington. | then al nost
al ways have an 8:30 hearing, or neeting, wth
m d- managenent people just to go over the new

materials that have cone into the Departnent,
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in the last 24 hours.

At 9:00, | neet with ny senior staff,
and we di scuss the conplex issues that we face
that day. | will then have a series of
neetings. | may go to the Wiite House for a

nati onal security neeting or to an event, or

47
neet with a group that wants to di scuss the
Americans with Disabilities Act and how we
shoul d be inplenenting it.

| usually just have lunch at ny desk.
| bring ny lunch, and then | wl|
go to a neeting. This afternoon | went
to a neeting wwth the ABA, a group of
| awyers who are interested in what they can do
in teaching conflict resolution in the schools
and in working with children and famlies, and
conflict resolution in nmediation.

|, then, went to the White House for

a budget neeting, and |I'm here tonight. But
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10

each day is different, and it's fascinating.
You don't know what the day is going to bring.
It is one of the nbost rewardi ng experiences to
have so many different issues thrust at you, to
try to nake the best judgenent you can.

| have 107,000 people working with ne
I n the various branches of the Departnent of
Justice. And renenber that includes the FBI,

DEA, the Marshall Service, INS, the Bureau of

48
Prisons, and nost of the governnent |awyers.
And it's just incredible the variety of issues
t hat cone ny way.

PARTI Cl PANT: (1 naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | don't think
we have to. |'ve not seen anything yet, and
the exanple | gave in response to the question
of, here is this nodern technol ogy and here is
the -- it is aliving constitution that is

changi ng and adapting to it, and understandi ng
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t he technol ogy, but not changing the basic core
princi pl es.

And | think that how we use those
basic core principles, how we use the checks
and bal ances, how we understand how gover nnent
should be Ilimted, | think the sane appli es,
that we can't |l et governnent control its
people, and we can't let technol ogy control
peopl e.

| think it's a challenge. But |
don't think that the constitution is dead by

any neans. | think that all of lawis

49
dependent on the people. There is a narvel ous
statenment on the East side, along 9th Street,

I n Washi ngton, on the East side of the buil ding
of the Departnent of Justice. And it says,
"The common law is derived fromthe wll of
manki nd, issuing fromthe people, franmed by

mut ual confidence, and sanctioned by the |ight
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of reason."

And | think that's a wonderful
statenent of what the lawis. That's one of
the reasons |I'mconcerned with the nunber of
Ameri cans who are poor, who don't have access
to | awyers, because if too many people are
thwarted in the quest for justice because they
can't get to a |lawer, then they're going to
rebel against institutions.

And | think it is inportant if the
| aw, and if our denocratic institutions are to
have real neaning for all people to feel they
have access to the law. That's ny concern nore
than the constitution as a |living docunent.

But there is one issue that | have

50
concern about in ternms of the constitution. W
can go into court and get a court order that
says, under the constitution or under the | aws

of this country, you' ve got to do this, you've
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got to have a better this, or do this; or if
you keep children here, you' ve got to have
better equi pnent, or sonething |ike that.

But we have al so got to figure out
ways to provide that. Were do we get the
resources to do it? How can we do it nore cost
effectively? W've got to think of the real
worl d issues that surround court orders to nmake
themtruly effective, and to nake themtruly
mean sonet hi ng.

PARTI Cl PANT: (I naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. A young | ady,
who is age 10, asked ne that the other night.
“"Do you think there will ever be a
wonman president of the United States?" And |
think | felt very confident, and it nade ne
feel really good to say, "I think in your

lifetinme, you will see a woman president of the

51

United States."”
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| think one of the -- if you | ook at
It, because | just |ook at wonen | awers, now,
and if you think -- I'"'m57 years old, and if I,
when | was 21, there were only 16 wonen in our
entering class at Harvard out of 544 -- | think
now t he class is about 45-percent wonen.

So they're comng up and they are
assum ng | eadership positions. In the
Departnment of Justice, six wonen hold
| eadership positions. The head of the Bureau
of Prisons is a wonman. Extraordinarily
difficult job, so ably done by a woman who
began as a prison psychol ogi st from Mr gant own,
West Virginia, at the start of her career. And
just by shear ability and people skills worked
her way to the top, and does an incredible job.

The head of the Inmmgration and
Nat uralization Service is a wonan. And so, |
t hi nk wonen are taking their positions
t hroughout the country and, | think, shortly,

we Wil see a wonan as president.
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1 PARTI Cl PANT: (1 naudi bl e)

2 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENGC. |I'm

3 personal |y opposed to the death penalty for the
4 reason that | think the whol e purpose of the

5 law is to value human life, and that is

6 I nconsistent with taking it.

7 Secondly, | used to ask, | did al

8 the interviewing, the final round of

9 i nterview ng, when | hired prosecutors at hone.
10 And | used to ask them "What is your view on
11 the death penalty.” You would see them | ook
12 around, and say, "Oh, I'mfor it," thinking

13 that that is what | wanted to hear. They

14 didn't know what | thought.

15 And | would say, "Wy?" "Well, |

16 don't know. Well, it's a deterrent."” "Well,
17 why do you think it's a deterrent?" "Well, |
18 don't know. "

19 Most of the studies show that there
20 Is nothing that proves that it is a deterrent,
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21 or that it is not a deterrent. And before we

22 start taking people's lives, | think we ought

1 to have the very sound and rational grounds for
2 doi ng so.

3 Finally, I think that all punishnent
4 is arbitrary. Wen a father spanks his two

5 boys, one will say, you spanked nme harder than
6 you spanked him And if he feels he has been
7 unfair, he'll make up for it as tine goes by.

8 For a sentence, short of death, you
9 can nake up for it by pardon, clenency,

10 mtigation procedures. But once you carry out
11 t hat death penalty, there's nothing you can

12 make up for.

13 And so | think there is only one

14 pur pose for the death penalty, and that

15 vengeance. |If | had wal ked into ny hone, while
16 ny nother was alive, and sonebody had slain her
17 and was still there, I, if | had the physical
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18 power to do so, would tear them apart, from

19 linmb to linb. Because vengeance is a very
20 personal thing.
21 But | don't think governnent should
22 engage in that vengeance. At the sane tine, as

54

1 a prosecutor, then | amsatisfied that the | aw
2 Is being applied correctly. Wen |I'msatisfied
3 of the person's guilt, | can ask for it. But

4 if I were in the legislature, | would vote

5 against it.

6 Al so, one point influences ne. | was
7 asked by the Governor of Florida, sone eight

8 years ago, to reinvestigate the case in another
9 jurisdiction in Florida, a case we had not

10 handl ed, in which a man had been prosecut ed,

11 convi cted and sentenced to death for the

12 poi soni ng death of his seven children in 1968.
13 He had al ways procl ai ned his

14 I nnocence. He was saved fromthe electric
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chair by a Suprenme Court order which set aside
the Florida death penalty statute, but remained
I n prison those 21 years.

We reinvestigated, and determ ned
t hat the evidence had been insufficient to
charge himoriginally. It was clearly
I nsufficient to proceed on now. Because of the

death and the incapacity of sonme of the

55

W t nesses, we could not tell exactly what
happened.

But we felt that he was probably
I nnocent and that he should go free. And for
as long as | live, I wll renenber that nan, as
| | ooked over ny shoul der, wal ki ng out of the
court house, a free man for the first tine in
21 years. | thought, what if the death penalty

had been i nposed?
And so, It is a natter that | know |

have responsibility for at a federal |evel, and
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one that | pursue very, very carefully, and
with all deliberation.

PARTI Cl PANT: (I naudi bl e)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | have a
great idea for you. The sane nother that built
the house and said | couldn't becone a | awer
woul dn't let us have a television in the house
because she said it contributed to m nd rot.

(Laught er)

(Appl ause)

| have an adm ssion to nake. | faded

56
regularly, but I don't watch tel evision except
for special prograns that are interesting or
special features. And | don't watch the
eveni ng news, and | scan the papers. And if |
see sonebody, you know, I'll read it enough to
make sure | know what's going on, and so far, |
haven't m ssed anyt hi ng.

| f sonebody has -- if they think | --
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they need -- that | need to know that sonebody
has gotten on television and said, Janet Reno
did this, this and this, I'lIl hear about it the
next day. | don't have to see it.

But one of the great lines, and I
keep it on nmy wall, directly across the desk
fromnme, so | can |look at, and see it, is by
Abraham Lincoln. And he said, "If | were to
read everything bad that people said about ne,
| mght as well close the shop for business."

| intend to keep on doing the best |
know how, the best | can, and | intend to keep
on doing it until the end. |If the end brings

me out all right, what people said about ne

o7
won't make any difference. |If the end brings
me out wong, 10 angels saying | was right
won't make any difference. And I think --
don't watch tel evision so nuch.

(Laught er)
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6 But at the sanme tine,

7 mar vel ous nedi um for hel pi ng peo

8 understand. And | think one of

9 we can cope with this is to |et
10 that we want to be inforned, we
11 what's going on, but we want to
12 pi cture, and not just what bad i
13 t he worl d.
14 By the way, on a woman
15 president, after | graduated fro
16 tried to get a job with a very p
17 law firm And they flat out wou
18 job. | cane to interview and th
19 wai ting, and then they told ne |
20 And | learned fromone of the yo
21 in the firmthat they wouldn't g
22 because | was a wonman.

1 Fourteen years | ater,

2 partner in their law firm And
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hired their first black |awer, one of the
first black |awers to be hired by any nmjor
Mam law firm

| was his supervisor. He becane a
partner. He becane the Secretary of Labor, in
Florida, the vice chairman of the Board of
Regents, and one of the comunity's nost
prom nent | awyers.

So, yes, tinmes are changi ng.

(Appl ause)

PRESI DENT: Ms. Reno, if you would
pl ease join nme here at the podium In
appreciation for the tine you have spent with
us this evening, and the charge you have given
us to becone nore involved in our conmunities
and our careers, and nost inportantly our
famlies, we would like to present you with
this sterling silver plate.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Ch, thank

you. This is like Christnas.
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PRESI DENT: It reads, "To Honorable
Janet Reno, with appreciation. Lancer's Boys
Cl ub, June 7, 1996.

Thank you very nuch for a wonderful
eveni ng.

(Appl ause)

(End of Proceedings)

* * * * *
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