——— >

TPANSCPIFT BY FEDERAL NEWS SEPVICE
620 NATIONAL PPESSE BUII DING
WASHINGTON, DC 20045

FEDEPAI NEWS SEPVICF 1S A RPPIVATE FIFM AND IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH
THE FEDEFAL GOVEPNMENT.

COPYRIGHT 1994 BY FEDEPA! NEWS SEPVICE RPOUP. TNC., WASHINGTON,
DC 20045, USA N POPTTION OF THIS TRANSCPIFPT MAY BF COPIED, SOLD, OP

PETPANSMITTED WITHOUT THF WFITTEN AUTHORITY OF FFDEPAL NEWS SEPVICE
GRPOUP. INC.

TO FEFFIVE STATF, WHITF HOUSF, DEFFNSE. RACKAPOUND AND DTHEF
BPIEFINGS AND SPEECHES BY WIFE SOON AFTER THEY END PLFASE CALL COFTES
PANDELL AT “0Z2-347-1400,

COPYPIGHT IS NOT CLAIMFD AS TO ANY PAPT OF THF OPJSINAL WOPH
PFEFARED BY A IINTTFD STATES ROVEPNMENT OFFICER OF EMPLOYEE AS A FAFT

ATTY GEN FEND Grcod mrrning.

o Ms Fen~ I see you have the FBI UNAROM number. Would vy o
Inte ta bring us vn to date on the investigation®

ATTY ™' FENN Obviously, a areat deal of effort has gone wnto
this Much forensic worlt 1= beina done and we want to do everything
that we can to resprnd Anybody having 1nformation should rall the
FRI and the ta=l frarce The number 1s 1-B00O-701—-ROME.

0 I= the FRBRI any rlnser to having any rdea whee this person

ATTY REN  FEND: Obvirasly, we ran’t discuss the details aof the
1investigation  hat we are dorng evervthing possible to adentify the
nerpetrator

n Ms. Fenc, nn Decemher Rth, Crongres=men Clinger and Poberts
wrote you about the Smaltz tsp)y tnaunry 1nto Secretary Espey and the
1iea that there was a need tr breoaden 1t 1n their view. And T thint

thev’re asbing you tn go trn the rourt to broaden 1t. Have you talen
any artion™

ATTY GFN  PEND: 1 just received the letter vesterday and 7 asked
frr a report from the Criminal Nivievon as to evactly what the status
was and the <i1tuation was, and I'm Yooking forward to receiving that
report as smon as possible

o Technirally 1= that neressary for you to go to the court,
or 18n’t that —— T was a little pu--led. Isn’t that the rale aof the )
i1ndependent counsel him=elf now that he’s appointed, to ao directly to
the court”™

ATTY BGEN  FFNN-  That’s the reason 1 asbed the Criminal Division
for theilr assessment, and obviously I will awairt that 1 don’t want

to dr anything that wanld interfere with the independent counsel’s
wnrb, and s~ T have to understand evactly what the pracedure 15
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O Ms. Peno, Congressman Meehan <sent you a 107-page pros memo,
I believe on Tuesday Have you had a chance to review that yet?

ATTY GEN. RENO* N, I haven't. A= T understand 1t, he met with
the associate attorney ageneral, left some materxé}s, those materials
are beina reviewer. '

B UNAROM aaain. T think there was a wire service =tory
yesterday sugaoesting that the FBI wa= perhaps heing a 11ttle stinay 1n
disclosinn some of the detarls, some of the evidence that has been
accumul ated and T think the ob=ervation was made that 1f some of
these detarls were out, the person living nevt door to the UNAROMber
miaht realize that this persmn 1s 1n fact very rlose to —— the
1dént1fy ~f the persmn 15 rlase tr that de=cribed i1n whatever medi a
reports might ensue from ynur releasing these detarls. Do you have
any concern ahnut that” :

ATTY GFN, PENO: Tn my conversations with Director Freebh he 1s
doing evervthing he can consistent with the conducrt of the
investigation to identify the perpetrator, and that would i1nclude
releastng detaills that might help to lead to the 1dentificatyon of
that person. But at the same time, 1t's imprrtant that details that
coanld in any bay —— the release of details that could inter fere with
the 1nvestipgation not orcur, and cabvicusly he continues to reevaluate
et where welre at 1n terms of what can be relea<sed and what can’t be
released

o iven the terhnaoleany that law enforcement has, there has to
be a lot of publir confusion as to why this guy has gone on so long
without heinag caught Hrw would you sort of evplain that ta the

average person on the street” |

ATTY GFN  PEND: Obviocusly this 1s a situatinn — and cone af the
mhst frustrating things for me 8= a prosecutor was tn see cases go
unsnlived., There are cases that involve complevy i1ssues Obviously the

technology of these devices 15 compley and sophisticated And agauwn,
T thint the rmportant thing 1s for us to pur=sue every possible lead,
and I'm =satisfied that the FBI 1s doing that

D Ms. Penca, 1 gather that the variou=s crmponents have
recerved copies nf the OPFP test for a report on the Weaver case. Do
they have any timetable for reportina bact to you® It?’s been, what,
erght months since thev’ve completed 1t?

ATTY GEN PFNDO: Well. as I thint you’re aware, they have
repar ted What we’re tryina to do 1s to male sure that the local
prosecutar 1n the jrisdiction where the situatyon arose has now had
an apportunity to review the results of our tnvestigation. State law
and federal Jlaw are different. We have drne —— we have tried tn
pursue this tn leave nn stone unturned, and 1T think 1t 15 i1mportant
that the local prasecutrr be orven an opportunity to review our
1investigation to determine what decisinns should be made with respect
to state law, and thiat’s where we're at at this pcant.

G Sa just to fallow ap, you den’t anticipate that any of the
components will do anything 1n terms of derxding on wvhether or not
there should be any adminmistrative action here hefore this local

prosecutor seee the report?

ATTY BEN. RENO: I ran’t comment cn the timing of 2t. 1 drn't
tnow how that timing would evolve with respect to administrative
action, but I want to malte sure that the local prosecuter has
unfettered opportunity to ronevder 1t and give us his recommendations
as to how we should proceed that would nat be 1nconsystent with what
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o Ms. Penc, could I ast you about a pravision again in the
Pepublican Contract with America 1n the House regarding policing™ As
you know, they would propose tmn remove the emphasis that this
administration 1n the rerent crime bill put on rommunity policing and
allow leocalaitries to spend money on other areas such. as overtime,
straight hiring, equipment, that kind of thina Now, the Republicans
say, we want to give the —— they say, we're not aaainst community
polticing, we just want to give the localities more flevaibility. They
can spend thi'= federal money as they wi=sh. Well, 1s there anything ——
what?’s wrong with that argument?™

ATTY GEN. PENO: 1 thinb what everybody 1s talking ahrut that a1s
nn -~ the peaple who are on the frront Tine of policing 1n this
country., community leaders who are worling with the police nfficers,
ner1ghbrrhood artivists wha are 1nvolved with police officers
understand that the real i1s=ue 15 that we need police cfficers on the
streets who understand their neighborhood, who understand the citizens
1n the neighborhond, wha bnow wvha's who, who can reach cut and help a
young man stay ocut of trouble, whm can rearh out and solve a frame
because they lnow the penple 1n the community and they trust that
palice officer - It’s nathing new It’s called old-fashitoned
palicinag.

The hi111 alsa —— the act, the Vaclent Craime Act —— provides
mnn1ies for aovertime. Tt nrrovides manies for automation that releases
rolice offirers’ time so that they can come back to the streets

But T thint what we’re all concerned abrmut —— both Republiran=
and Democrats —— 1s tn male sure that there are some abjectyves to be
arhi,ved We have sern 1n the past when monieps have been spent

through grants waith little or no cobjertives, little or no goals, and 1
thint rt 1s wvmportant that we work with the communities to get them

what they need. And the refrain I hear —— and judaing by the response
ter the (OPS proagram —— T mean, the response has been overwhelminag.
Commi ssioners frem the department —— the state department of law

enforcement mavors are writing to us telling us that they haven't
seen a proaram sa effertively implemented s quickly, that we're
trving tm he resprncive. that we’re trying to meet their needs 1
don’t see any reasmn to come 1n and change snmethino that 1s so
chviously working I dont't see any reason to come 1n and change
snmething that =o cbvicusly has the support of police throughout this
country. And 1 thint 1t’= 1mportant that, as we develop any kind of
legislattion, we have agoals and objectives that can be measured so that
wve malte sure the tarpayer<’ money’s being spent the right way

o Ms. Peno, 1n that reaard, 1 gather at this point you have
received from OME the pass haclk far the FY96 budget and that 1t may,
incorporate some cuts far 18 5. attorneys, but other than that the
spending is relatively ronsistent with what you’re asting for But
there apparently 1= same effart underway to reduce funding fnr ATF.
Secret Service 1n their law enforcement capacities
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Ie there some aoverall law enforcement budget strateagy that’s underway,
and 1s 1t your view that ATF and Secret Service can take a reduction
and have some of the things they do folded i1nto the Justice

Depar tment ?

ATTY GEN. PENO- I —— you would have tn checlk with OMR as to what
" averall strategy they may have 1n mind I focus just on the
Department of Justice But I wi1ll say that we have had an evcellent
worbing relati1onship with the Secret Service and with ATF As many
pecple tnow I had a good warlaing relationship with ATF during the time
I served as a lmcal prosecutor and we have enjoyed the mpportumity to
wort with them. I don't thint —— I've got encugh tn say grace over
1n the Department of Justire Dontt a=li me about other people’s
fundyng 1ssues.

0 You don®t Fnow whether there 15 a proprsal to. . fold 1n some
of their aoperations 1ntg -—

ATTY GEN. RENDO: 1I've heard different proposal=s floated around,
but we have not been invnlved wzth‘tHOQﬂ propasals

0 Ms Penm, the zeirtgeist on both the Hill and 1n the White
House now 1s tn redure to si1ze of government. Is there any
anggestion that anv Justice Department prnaoram may tale a hit?

ATTY GEN FENO* My whole aporoach to reducing the =1ze of
arvernment 1s to malke sure that we spend the American people’s dallars
as wisely as possible, and I'm constantly loobing for ways to do more
with less., Youw’ve heard, perheps, my comments of what 1t's like when
yui?ye fared with a mandatory reduction because of a2 shortfall 1n
=tate revenue, and ynu partiripate 1n a very difficult situation 1n
which all state agencies budgets are cut by 10 percent with eight
months left 1n the fiscal vear. You realize how much mare epffertive
yt can be 1f you continue to lrnobk at how to get the job done, and
that’'= what we're tryinag ta do 1n the department

0 Can you tell me how this RBrundary County, Idaho prosecutor
will get a lool at the Weaver report™ Will he have tao crme 1nto town
for that process™ What's the timetabhle ——

ATTY REN. RENO- We invited him here. he has nat been able to
rome 5o welve sent 1t to him

0 So 1t’s 1n his hand=s now™

ATTY GEN PENO- I can’t tell you that 1t 15 1n hys hands It
has been sent ta him and 1 wruld assume that 1t 15 1n his hands now.

& General, barl on the prnsecution proposal that was so
helpfully sent toa you nn tobacco. With the changeover tn a Pepublican

majority on the Hill and the obvicus distaste they now have for any

glzg]nf‘furthe; tnquiry 1n the tobacco companies, does that mabe 1t a
] P less helpful ar 15 1t 1rrelevant to anvth
Department would do> yemna the Justice


http:reductl.on

ATTY GEN. RENO- 1In terms of what the Justice Department does 1n
any 1nvestigation, 1t's nat done based on who's 1n power. It’s not
done based on whether Republicans or Demccrats have an interest or
vhether Republicans or Democrate are involved. It’s based on the
=vidence and the law and what's the raight thing to dn, and 1'm qeing
to try to continue ta do that. - -

e I'd lite ta ast about one other aspect of the Contract with
America, namely on civil justice reform. The Republicans, as you
bnow, would propose to do various things about produrt lrabxlirty,
medical malpractice attorneys’ fees. 1 recall that when you first
camp to offire you saxd that this department under ynur rergn was
going to dn something abont cival justice reform, and I don’t rerall
hearing what the result of that may have been, but i1s that on track”
And does 1t have anything to do with the 1ssues that the Pepublicans
are bringing up?

ATTY GEN RFNO: T have nnat seen what specifically the
Pepublicans are proposing We would obviously loak at that, but what
we have tried trn address are the concerns that I think all Americans
have 1n terms of the cost of litigation, access to litigation and
delay. .And I uvnderstand that 1 wi1ll shortly be receiving proposale
from the aroup that has worked ~n what we can do 1n terms of
alternative dispute resclution.

I have stressed and cantinue to stress the need for lawyers
throunghout Amerara teo learn how to negotiate as much as they learn how

to try rases and to advaocate I saw as a prosecutor 1n Miam: A
substantral neyghbor of our ca=es were negotiated, yet ocur lawvers =o
aften gn to law schrnol without having any course 1n negotiation It

15 clear from the evperiences i1n the last 10 or 15 years that there
are som>2 marvelmis programs that teach people how tr get thinags
settled without having to go to the cost of filing lawsumat=., And
welre looking at vhat we can do throughout the department to enhance
ety negotiation sb1l11s so that we mabe the best judament possible and
st drn’t go to court for going to court’s sabe.

Thanb you very murh,

O Chriatmas plan=s?

ATTY GEN FEND: Going home!

o Ot ay Merry Christmas

ATTY GEN PFND- Thand you. Happy Holidays to you all

END



